





































































































































































































































































































































































































It is not very likely that you can take a photograph like this near Kotroni unless you have a base visit
{(Kotroni, 5 September 2007, Piet Luijken)

With the oncoming small open days in Greece early Novem-
ber, we thought it would be convenient to pay some attention to
some of the airfields, notably those of the army and navy who
do not participate in the Hellenic Air Force open days
obviously. We have also included slorage base Agrinion. Now
that the main open day has been cancelled the article can still
be very useful. Be aware while venturing out there, aircraft
spotting is neither understood nor appreciated in Greece and

photography of military objects is forbidden. Meanwhile, have
fun visiting this exiting country that has lots to offer,

General

This airfield has a renowned storage of many Starfighters. It
also holds

—

Platanos
(NAdravog)

detachments for
firefighting and SAR
Agrin duties governed by
(A\FDIED)-. 132nd Combat
| Group (132 SM). It is
5 open to general
aviation by
appointment only.

\ Getting

Dokimio - There
\ (Aokipo) |  From national road
N | S/E9S1 loannina-
b Patra, take the
. Agrinio centre / air-
field exit in town

Lt —._ — = = —

- towards Dokimio
N’L and Kalyvia. Do not
3 let the signs ‘airport’
) |  mislead you,
> although the general
- direction is good, the
T actual old airport is
not the air base but is
used for light aviation
i | and RC kit planes
F. only!

Layout

The single runway is
| bordered to the north

!4
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by a taxi way. There is a small shelter area on the north side of
each end of the runway. Only the northwestern one is actively
used, the northeastern one holds about 50 stored aircraft.
There is a track that enables you to follow the perimeter all the
way around although it is bad and sometimes nearly
completely overgrown.

Around The Airport

Spot 1 - East side storage

From the road to Kalyvia, make a left into Dokimio village and
keep left at the Y-junction in town. Make a right immediately
afterwards. After a left and another right, this street becomes a
gravel track leading out of town into the farmiand. You can see
the airfield on your far right and the Starfighter tails will pop up
behind the hedge that lines the perimeter, The track meets
another road. Make a right onto this and a right turn again into
a dirt track at the airfield perimeter fence. By going up and
down this track along the threshold of runway 27 you can
make a lot of the stored aircraft, and from the road on the south
side as well. Gain height by standing on your car's roof will
help a lot! The aircraft are parked tight so it will take a while to
gel the complete picture.

Spot 2 - Southwest side ramp view

To see any aircraft that are parked on the active ramp, drive
along the south
side of the air-
field. On the
lefthand side

farmland tracks.
Cross the ditch
into the one near
a small house.
Climb on the
stone bridge wall
to gain height and
you will see part
of the northwest
side ramp.

Spot 3 - West
side ap-
proach

runway 09
Should you want
to stay and
capture any flying
firefighter, the
best bet will be
the track just after
the perimeter
ends on the west
side. The
undergrowth can
be very high, so
no clear views of
the base itself.

Alexandria

General
This is a small army airfield situated northeast of Alexandria.

Usually, some Hueys, Bell 206 and the odd U-17 operated by
based 3 TEAS can be found here.

Getting There

Easiest way to get here is to take the number 4 road out of
Alexandria to Koufalia and Thessaloniki. This is not the
coastal highway but the old through road. Drive on for about 4
km and the airfield will be on your left nestled against the road.

Layout
One north-south runway and a ramp with a large hangar in the
southwest corner is all there is. The gate is to the southwest of
the ramp and foliage and buildings obstruct a clear view from
that side.

Around The Airport

Spot 1 - South side ramp view

Just after passing the gate, with a preserved OH-13 behind it,
the helicopters and U-17 will appear on the ramp. If you drive a
bit slower you will be able to read the choppers by eye sight.

Spot 2 - East side ramp and runway view

After the airfield perimeter ends, you will have to make a left
into an unpaved farmland track. This runs parallel to the
runway and fence which is lined by bushes on the inside.
Drive on a bit until you can cross an irrigation canal on your
right hand side. You will be a bit higher now and are able to
look into the hangars as well, provided they are open
obviously. There were three stored Bell OH-13, but most seem
to have disappeared, they were on the far north side of the
ramp, straight ahead from spot 2. One should slill be there.

Sehamble

General

On top of a small hill southwest of the city of Marathonas is the
Hellenic Naval Air Station Kotroni. It is home to two squadrons
with helicopters but also to the helicopters of the Hellenic
Coast Guard. Spotting conditions are not too good due to the
built of the airport.

Getting There

The airport is located next to the road 54 which leads from
Athens, via Nea Makri to the historical site of Marathonas, the
start of the marathon. There is a road up to the mountain which
leads lo the gate and is indicated by the sign saying ‘Elliniko
Polemiko Naftiko'.
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Layout

On top of the mountain there are two small runways and one
large apron. All helicopters taxi to one of the runways for take
off and will also land here before they taxi back to their stands.

Around The Airport

Spot 1 - Morning Operation

This spot is near the road into Marathonas. While staying
under the hill, all helicopters will pass overhead here for lan-
ding or take off. Spotting could be an option in the morning.

Spot 2 - Afternoon Operation

This spot is located in the fields next to the hill. Take the exit
with the sign “Elliniko Polemiko Naftiko'. Take the next left to
position yourself into the fields to spot the helicopters in
operation.

Spot 3 - Overview

If you take the road up the mountain, eventually you will have
a view onto the airport. Expect quite a distance and heat
waves.

Megara — Pahi

General

This airfield houses a large part of the Greek army aviation
fleet, with both 2 and 4 TEAS based here, and a new general
aviation area. Megara-Pahi airport is destined to take in all of
Athens’ general aviation traffic and to this end a sizeable ramp
has been constructed on the east side.

Getting There

The airfield is just south of highway 8 and can be seen from
afar. Coming from Athens and Elefsis, it is easiest to check out
the east side with the Chinooks first because the road to that
part can not be reached from highway 8 when coming from the
other direction. For the spols near the gate you will have to take
the Mégara/Pahi exit and head south towards Pahi. It is no use
driving further south into Pahi, unless you are interested in the
delightful little seaside village itself, because it is a dead end.
There is a hill bordering the south side of the airfield. The
same goes for the south east side, no point heading south
eas! or taking sand tracks that way.

Layout

The airport consists of a short runway lined with a big ramp on
the south west with 36 helicopter pans in two rows, a smaller
ramp with about nine parking spots and some maintenance

hangars with adjacent
ramp. The east side
contains some general
aviation hangars and
the Chinook hangar and
apron with 10 parking
spaces. The vast
majority of the aircraft
present remain outside
in the weekends.

Around The
Airport

Spot 1 - East side

view

After exiting highway 8 at
the Mégara/Nea
Peramos exit, make a
left and underpass the
highway. After the
railroad crossing, lake
the first through road
right, this is about 500
metres after the railroad
crossing and is sign posted Agias Triada and ‘DEPA-
Revythoussa'. From this road you will have to make another
right, just over 1 km. There is a small sign saying airport in
Greek and there are white signposts to the civil airport. This
road leads straight to the back gate and Chinook area. From
the fence near the civil apron you can make the Chinooks that
are parked outside.

You will have missed the exit to this road if you are driving
along crude oil tanks, head back in that case. As a matter of
fact there is a small heliport on the coast, probably belonging
to this oil firm, but nothing can be seen from outside. This road
past the oil park leads to the waterfront and apart from the
village of Agias Triada and a ferry, it is a dead end.

When coming from the west, from the Pelopenessos
peninsula, take the Mégara/Pahi exit and head north towards
Megara, Make a left on the first through road on the outskirts of
town, this will bring you southbound towards the highway
again. Make a left and drive east bound parallel to and north of
the highway. This road will rise and cross the railroad before
under passing the highway. From here, follow the directions
as outlined two paragraphs above.

Spot 2 - West side view - small ramp near gate
When coming from Athens, take the Pahi exit and go over the
highway southbound to Pahi. You will reach the airfield
perimeter fairly quickly and just after that there is a ramp with
some U-17 and the odd Huey. These can be read easily.

Spot 3 - West side view - ramp and hangar past

gate

Just past the gate there is a road right, you will need that for
spot 4, but make sure you drive on a bit on the road towards
Pahi because around a shallow left turn in the road,
immediately after you have passed the gate, another small
ramp and maintenance hangar is situated. You can also
make the first couple of aircraft on the main ramp, but these
are easier from spot 4, so do not waste too much time here.

Spot 4 - West side view - the hill

Next up is the sweetest spot in Greece, the Pahi ruin. Take the
exit just past the gate towards the waterfront. Park your car
near the hill, and scale it. The hill top offers splendid views of
the main ramp although some Hueys block each other. Be
aware because you will stand out if you go all the way to the top
and over it. Try two or three positions just under the summit.
Mast can be seen by laying your bins on the ruins, but you have
to go a bit north and down and south as well to make some
more without anything to support your bins. Do not linger too
long.
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Spot 5 - North west side view - race track

To see the last ones and do some cross checking, drive back
towards the highway and take the road right to the race track
just after the perimeter fence ends. From the area just past the
entrance to the track you will be able o view the northernmost
row of Hueys and some of the Chinooks as well. Late
afternoon is best for spot 2 through 5.

Stefanovikio

General
This is the main airfield of the Greek army with 1 TEAS, 1 and
2 TEEP and SAS
based here. It is

not a big airport
but a dedicated
helipot and s
situated in the
middle of
nowhere.
Getting
There

The big hangars

of the airfield can
be seen from
highway 1 which
leads from
Athens to Larisa.

Stefanovikio exit
and head east to
to Stefanovikio. At
the T-junction
with the E92 road,
go right towards
Stefanovikio and
Rizomilos. In
Stefanovikio go
left, the Elliniki
Stratou is sign
posted. This road
has traffic bumps
and runs straight
through town all
the way to the air-
field.

Layout

Stefanovikion has a single short runway. To the east of that are
two main ramps with hangars. The southernmost, and first
you will encounter, holds the NH300 fleet, some Bell 206 and
Hueys. The second stretch holds more Hueys and the
Apaches. Around the comner of the last hangars on the north
side another stretch of ramp can be found which is packed
with Hueys again. Most will be outside during the weekends,
except for the NH300 that are usually parked inside as well as
about half of the AH-64 and the odd Bell 206 that they still have.

Around The Airport

Spot 1 - South east ramp view - main road

Not for the faint hearted, stop just past the main gate on the
road that runs parallel to the runway along the fence. From
here, the NH300 may be read off with some difficulty as well as
the other helicopters on the southern ramp.

Spot 2 - North east ramp view - past the canal

For the Apaches and more Hueys drive along the fence. The
road will gain some height and crosses a canal. Go left on the
other side on the dirt track and drive on a bit stopping
occasionally to read stuff off. You can also see many of the

Meégara Bay

north side Hueys from here.

Spot 3 - North west ramp view - back of field
Another risky enterprise is to follow the fence line counter
clockwise. For this, go left just before reaching the
aforementioned canal and keep following the fence, Go left
again, you are now on the back side of the airfield and the
Hueys can be viewed from another angle. Best option is to
keep driving on this dirt track all the way around because there
is a preserved OH-13 at the back gate! Also, this will lead to
spot 4 after making anather left turn.

Spot 4 - South west ramp view
You can reach this spot by either following the dirt track
around the field counter clockwise as described under spot

Ormos
Vourkadhi

3, or make a left just before the main gate. This will be rather
inconspicuous, so save this move for last. This track leads
past the south west side ramp edge which provides an
alternative view. Mind you, you are in close proximity of the
gate, so do not linger here...

Thessaloniki — Sedes

General

The miltary airfield of Sedes, southeast of Thessaloniki,
holds a small transport unit with the last Dakotas as well as
an army aviation enclave with some helicopters and U-17.

Getting There

From the international airport

The aiffield is almost literally 'across the mad from
Thessaloniki's Makedonia international airport. Take the main
road exiting the airport, straight on at the first big intersection,
proceed lowards the highway. Enter at the Thermi interchange
go northbound towards Thessaloniki bul leave the first exit.
The exil turns sharply to the right, go left at the end towards
Poligiros. After a couple of hundred metres you will reach a
roundabout. You are now at the airfield's western threshold.
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Erom __Thessaloniki
town

Take the E90
southbound and go
towards the interna-
tional airport. At the
Thermi interchange,
take the exit and
head for Poligiros as
described above.

Layout ;

preserved  aircraft
along with the
surviving Daks. In the
‘northeast corner
some Dakotas are
stored in the grass.
The southwest side
of the airfield is
occupied by the
army. They have a
small unit with a
couple of el
copters and U-17

here.
example... Pick a high spot because the road goes down the
Around The Airport further you drive.

Spot 1 -
Southwest side
army ramp

From
aforementioned

Paraskevi and make
a left after the
perimeter fence
ends towards an
industrial area,
From this road you
will see the small
army hangar and
ramp, which is partly
blocked from view by
the hangar.

Spot 2 - South
side overview

Serarmble

www.scramble.nl/airports/index.html
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Vultures Row is probably the only place onboard a carrier where pictures can be made without any kind of danger. A second
advantage is that you're standing 15 meters above the deck what resulls in a great angle to photograph landing aircrafl, as

displayed by this picture of Hawkeye 165812/NH-603.

Probably the most famous aircraft carrier in the United States
Navy was visited by Scramble magazine last June. This ship,
being one of the largest battleships ever made, and
designated as CVN-88, has Carrier Air Wing 11 (CVW-11)
embarked. Together with the USS Stennis, the USS Nimitz is
assigned to the US Navy's 5th fleet and is supporting the
glabal war on terror. As the US Navy has several fleets, they all
have a own headquarter and area where they operate. The 5th
fleet is responsibie for all the American naval forces in the
Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf, Red Sea and the coast of East-
Africa. As the US Navy state on their website: The US Navy and
especially the USS Nimitz is in the area to provide a global
reach to deter aggression by would-be foes; guarantee the
freedom of the seas; promote a stable and peaceful situation;
and when necessary, deliver precise and persistent combat
power directly to their enemies. To reach this goal the USS
Nimitz has to be always combat ready and lethal enough to
deter any threal, defeal any enemy, and protect the United
States interests anytime and anywhere around the globe.

Embarked on USS Nimitz cruise 2007

The USS Nimitz replaced the USS Eisenhower and begun its
cruise in the beginning of March with two months of pre-
deployment exercises off the Californian coast where it also
participated in the San Fransisco Fleetweek, The cruise
started out from naval station North Island on April 2nd. After
arriving in the Persian Gulf the target of the USS Nimitz is to
support ground forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. Not only the US
forces are receiving support, but also other NATO forces like
the British, Canadian and Norwegian troops.

During this 2007 cruise the USS Nimitz carries no less then
eight flying squadrons of which one is an US Marines Corps
squadron. The squadrons embarked are:

HS-6 “Indians” HH-60H, SH-B0F
VAW-117 “Wallbangers E-2C

VAQ-135 “Black Ravens  EA-6B

VFA-14 “ Tophatters" FIA-1BE/F
VFA-41 “Black Aces” FIA-18E/F
VFA-81 “Sunliners” F/A-18C/D
VMFA-232 "Red Devils” F/A-18A/B
VRC-30 *“Providers® C-2A

The only helicopter squadron onboard is HS-6 equipped with
several Seahawks in two different versions. The HH-60H is
used for Combat Search And Rescue (CSAR) missions,
Naval Special Warfare (NSW) support and anti surface

(USS Nimitz, 20 June 2007, Maarten Peters)

warfare (ASUW). The SH-60F is originally used as a Anti-Sub-
marine Warfare (ASW) helicopter, but its tasks also include
CSAR missions. When fixed wing aircraft take off there is
always a Seahawk airborne in case of an accident. The
Airborne Early Warning (AEW) squadron onbeard the Nimitz
exists of the E-2C Hawkeye equipped VAW-117. The tasks of
VAW-117 is lo provide battle space managemenl over
designated areas, ensuring the safety of all airborne assets
and de-confliction with other aircraff. To conduct in carrier
based electronic warfare missions, VAQ-135 is assigned to
CVW-11. The squadron flies the EA-6B Prowler and provides
the CVW with disturbing enemy communications and jam-
ming their radars. VFA-14 is flying the Super Hornet since
2003 after some decades with the F-14 Tomcal. The
Tophatters have and continue with flying combat sorties to
show US presence in Iraqg and Afghanistan and to support
coalition forces.

Fully known as Fleet Logistic Support Squadron 30, VRC-30 is
the replenishment squadron onboard the Nimitz. VRC-30 is
divided into five detachments and the 3rd detachment is
assigned to the fifth fleet. This means that the aircraft both
operate from the USS Nimitz as well as the UUSS Stennis. The
Greyhound is used as main aircraft for carrier onboard
delivery, both persons and cargo. The normally Greyhounds
are based at an airbase on shore close to where the carrier is
operating from. In the morning during the first cycle of air
operations the Greyhouds arrive with new personnel and
equipment. During the last cycle before night fall the
Greyhound departs again to the airbase on shore. Currently
onboard the USS Nimitz, air operations starts in the early
afterncon and continue till around 2 AM. So catching a good
night sleep when sleeping under a catapult can be a real
challenge!

Unlike USS Stennis, USS Nimitz has not got a S-3B Viking
squadron embarked anymore, Tasks like aerial refuelling are
on the USS Nimitz no longer done by the Vikings. Hornets can
be configured with aerial refuelling pods and this saves an
extra squadron onboard. In the near future the EA-6B
squadrons will also disappear from the carriers, because the
tasks will be done by highly upgraded Hornets, designated as
E/A-18G Growlers. This will be an advantage for the US Navy
because of the reduction of types onboard, which will
evenltually save in aircrew qualifications and maintenance
costs. Approximately 90 E/A-18G Growlers will be provided to
the US Navy.
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A different way of living

With about 5500 people onboard the USS Nimitz could be
seen as a small village. Only its not possible to leave this
village when you would like to. To fulfil necessary needs, men
can find a lot of different services onboard: hair dressers,
dentists, library, super market, internet café, TV studio, gym, a
hotel, a posl office and even a jail (called the brig). The hotel is
the place were press representation and VIP's are
accommodated. Although the space in the cabin isn't that big,
approximalely 6 square meter for two persons, many enlisted
personnel onboard would love to change with this shed. The
average “private” space for an enlisted onboard a carrier is per
person not more then 2,5 square meter (the size of a bed), so
one can imagine that it is a big change of living compared with
their normal live onshore. Even we both got a own two pers-
ons cabin, it was very hard lo get a decent sleep. Our cabins
were just 2,5 meters below deck, and during the night three
waves were flown so earplugs were necessary that night.

One of the most important matters why people get dismally is
when their food isn't at least as good as at home. Therefore
there is a 24/7 restaurant service. The restaurant can assure a
consumption rate for the no less then two months. On several
decks and locations onboard, different restaurants and mes-
ses are available where personnel can gel fast food or an
extensive meal.. And an American ship isn't an American ship
if everything is big. But in these places it becomes very clear
that there is still a big difference between the enlisted and
officer ranks in the US Navy. There are also galleries were only
officers are allowed. Probably one of the best ways to loose a
smoking addiction is getting onboard a carrier during a cruise.
Because of the risk of uncontrolled fire, there are just a few
places onboard were smoking is allowed, and these places
are all outside, and this is not always the place were one
would like to stay because of the temperature.

The Persian Gulf area is known because of its extreme
temperatures and high bumidity. For the crew members,
especially on the flight deck, this is a hard environment to work
in, Imagine a temperature of +45 degrees Celsius plus as
addition the jet blast of a Super Hornet. People at the flight
deck have to wear special clothing like a lifejacket, helmet,
goggles, gloves and trousers during operations. It is nol
unlikely that because of the sweat, people have to empty their
goggles after a while! For us it was of course a huge
experience to get on deck for photographing. The first day of

the visit was mainly spent at vultures row (the balcony just
below the bridge) and here we were not disturbed by
personnel saying where we were (not) allowed to walk
because of the dangerous situations like jet blast. However
the second day when we got on deck we were pleased 1o
follow the rules of our accompanist. This was absolutely a big
need, because the deck is the most danger place onboard to
walk. It is an ant-hill were only personnel is allowed with a
task, this to avoid accidents. We can confirm that it is also a
very difficult place to photograph, because all the time you
have o have a stable posilion otherwise the jet blast will
literally blow you away.

With seven working days a week there is not much private time
for the personnel onboard. Flying operations are normally
twelve hours a day with flying-missions up to seven hours
according to Captain Portaro, a Hornet pilot for VMFA-232,
"Missions above Iraq are almost always Close Air Support
(CAS) missions. When troops on the ground ask our help
because they have assumptions something is wrong, we can
have a quick look from above. If necessary we can
immediately “strafe” our enemies, without casualties at our
site. Last week we saw a terrorist planting a bomb in the verge
of the road, you can understand what could go wrong with our
troops, foreign forces or innocent civilians when we didn't drop
that GBU (referring to a laser guided bomb). Off course this
could be seen as an exciting day for a fighter pilot, there are
also missions up to seven hours when we only observe with
sometimes more then three aerial refuelling points. But it isn't
a bad job, we serve lhe coalition troops on the ground and
protect and slabilize the Iraqi government for a better future.
Some missions are indeed very duli, but to kill time we
sometimes listen to our Ipods while cruising on the auto pilot”.

It can be concluded that the men and woman working on this
carrier are dedicated to their tasks despite they are far away
from home and in a not always friendly environment.
Somelimes just 18 years old and withoul any life experience,
they know what their superiors desires from them. In this
dangerous almosphere they know that “teamwork is a
tradition” men can learn from.

Credits: Lieutenant Rala, Lieutenant Commander Marks, PR
leam 5th fleet

A real anthill with personnel on deck the USS Nimitz just a few seconds before take-off of this VFA-41 F/A-18F Super Hornet.
(USS Nimitz, 21 June 2007, Erik Lenten)
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Marine Corps Hornet 162903/NH-314 is coming back from a two hour mission above Iraq and photographed just above deck
with its hook down and aiming for the second cable (USS Nimitz, 21 June 2007, Maarten Peters)

S

Because of the extreme temperatures of the oil cooled catapuit system, the damped oil can still be seen during take-off of Super
Hornet 166429/NH-207 from catapult 4. (USS Nimitz, 21 June 2007, Erik Lenten)
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Noise, smoke and pounds of kerosene all come for free with this immaculate Lockheed Jetstar 8. XC-SKI is perfectly illustrating
what the PGR air fieet is all aboul. Being the first dedicated business jet to enter service, many of these are still fiying in Mexico,

fifty years after its first flight!

Military, civil or paramilitary? Smokey biz-jets, obscure twins,
gracious prop-liners, blue Hueys and poppy-spraying Bell
206s. The PGR, as the office of the Mexican attorney-general
is simply referred to, undoubtedly appeals to civil and military
aviation enthusiasts alike. Being somewhat infamous for its
lack of transparency, the PGR is a rather fascinating depart-
ment of the Mexican federal government. Last December, the
decision was taken to transfer the poppy eradication task from
the PGR to the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (air force), seeing the
transfer of a substantial number of aircraft and helicopters to
the latter. Recently, we obtained a lot of new information about
the PGR air fleet, thus giving us two good reasons to write an
article. You can expect some ransparency, previously
unknown facts and of course, a few juicy details. Well, at least
for the 2000-2007 timeframe....

Who is the PGR?

The attorney-general is licenciado Eduardo Medina-Mora
Icaza, incumbent since December 2006. Before taking office,
he served as the Secretary of Public Security since 21 Sep-
tember 2005, when his predecessor perished in a helicopter
crash. He was the head of the CISEN, the Mexican equivalent
of the CIA, until that day. Nice career, bul...

What is the PGR?

Definitely more interesting than the person is the organization.
In Mexico, the atlorney-general is responsible for the
invesligation and prosecution of federal crimes. Like the
United States, Mexico is a federal state, with juridical matters
dealt with by each individual state, and as federal matters ta-
ken care of by the central government. The attorney-general
investigates federal and international crimes, like illicit drug-
smuggling, a.k.a. narcotics-traffic. With over eighty percent of
drugs flowing into the United States coming via Mexico, the
challenge is obvious. Cocaine is brought in via Central Ameri-
ca by air, ship or road as coca is not home-grown in Mexico.
Poppy crops, however, are abundant in Mexico's southern
states, as are labs to produce good quality marijuana. To
battle the constant flow of illicit drugs and related crime like
homicides, robberies, money laundering and theft of cars and
aircraft, the attorney-general is appointed head of all federal
investigation organizations in Mexico, namely:

(Cuernavaca (MOR), March 2007, Hidemi Bustamante Prudente)

The current seal of the Mexican government is gradually
introduced on the PGR air fleet. The seal can usually be found
behind the cockpit and/or on the tail, with the letters PGR on a dark
bilue square.

- the PGR, or the office of the attorney-general.

- the AFI, or federal investigations agency (formed in
2001 and equivalent to the FBI).

- the DGSE. or general direction of expert services.

US Department of State

Years ago, the US Department of State adopted the policy to
fight drugs near the source, where coca and poppy fields can
be found and most of the narcotics-labs are operated: in Latin
America. Deals were made with many countries, to provide
assistance and deploy American advisors and contractors.
For a more in-depth account of the US Department of State Air
Wing and its activities we would like to refer to Scramble
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edition 300 published in May 2004. Besides operating its own
air fleet, the Department of State actively comes to help in
providing aircraft and helicopters to national police forces in
Latin America. One example of this practice can be found in
the article about the Colombian National Police (PNC) in
Scramble edition 319 published in December 2005. The air
fleet of the PGR however, is no exception to this either and
therefore this article can be considered the third and last part
of a trilogy. Types that are leased from the US Department of
State are the Bell UH-1H Huey and the Schweizer 333, the
latter exclusively for use by the AF|, the Me-xican FBI. Moreover,
the US Department of State has donated numerous Bell
206Bs, Bell 212s, Cessna 206s and Twin Otters to the PGR
over the paslt two decades. The use of these US-provided
aircraft is subject to annual monitoring and reporting by the
department.

Seizures

Reluctantly, other major suppliers of aircraft are the local drug
cartels. Being such a large country and with neighbouring
Central American countries that lack an efficient control of their
own airspace, aircraft are the preferred option of the cartels for
smuggling drugs into and through Mexico. Annually, dozens of
aircraft are seized from cartels, although most of these are
subsequently rendered useless on the spol. Aircraft found in-
tact or seized during investigations, sometimes up to a dozen
al a time, are often taken on charge by one of Mexico's many
federal government agencies, and by the PGR in particular.
Pending the outcome of investigations, which may last for
several years, the aircraft are registered in a dedicated range
in the Mexican civil aviation register, before being sold to third
parties, given back to the legal owner or indefinitely taken on
charge by a government agency. Undoubtedly, maintenance
records of these aircraft are often very hard to find, unless an
aircraft can be traced back to its last owner, and the drug-flight
was conducted shortly after its sale....

Maintenance

Maintenance of this large fleet of seized aircraft is one of the
main causes of the low aircraft availability rates the PGR is
known for. Another factor is the age of the fleet itself, with
Sabreliners, Gulfstream lls and Jetstars requiring more work
by mechanics than their modem counterparts. Badly affected
as well is the PGR fleet of Hueys, which has an availability rate
of less than forty percent. In 2004, the US Department of State
started to replace the older Hueys in the fleet with newer
examples, which has slightly eased the pain. As no major
upgrades are foreseen in the near future, this solution is not
likely to last for more than a few years. The PGR runs the
following centres to conduct major maintenance for its air
fleet:

T2

Acapulco (GRO) - light aircraft
Cuermnavaca (MOR) - light aircrafl (to FAM)
Culiacan (SIN) - light aircraft (to FAM)
Guadalajara (JAL) - helicopters (to FAM)
Mexico City (D.F.) - biz-jets

Toluca (EME) - twins

Rationalization

In December 2006, Mexico’s new government took a hard
stance against the drug-cartels. A major campaign was
launched within days after the new president was swom in,
One of his first decisions was to increase the involvement of
the armed forces in the battie against drugs. The most visible
aspect for the aviation community will be the transfer of all
poppy eradication operations o the armed forces. In April
2007, the transfer of five eradication bases and no less than
eight Cessna 206s and fifty Bell 206s helicopters to the
Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (air force) was almost complete,
following a lull of six months in eradication efforts. The FAM will
take care of the maintenance and operation of the entire
eradication fleet. Re-registration of a number of aircraft takes
place at BAM 5 Zapopan (JAL). Beside this move, many
impounded aircraft without proper maintenance records have
been put up for auction in recent years. Some of these can still
be seen dumped at various PGR facilities as nobody sees any
use in these wrecks, except for Pedro Gonzalez, the local
scrap dealer. The rationalization already caused the PGR to
stop flying a few types, which have been operated for years,
like Cessna twins, Commanders and Gulfstream Is.

Orbat

As can be expected from a police force, the fleet of PGR-
aircraft can be found all around the country. Besides some
barracks with heliports, many civil airports house a PGR
detachment as well, so wherever you go on your trip to Mexico,
a PGR aviation detachment will be nearby! The main base is
at Mexico City (D.F.), although PGR-facilities here have been
downsized considerably following the consiruction of a
second airport terminal. Other main bases include
Cuernavaca (MOR), located about 50kms south of Mexico City,
Toluca (EME), Mexico City's business airport, as well as
Guadalajara (JAL) and Acapulco (GRO), the latter supporting
numerous eradication bases in the state of Guerrero. The Or-
der of Battle below is thought to be complete, as the PGR fieel
is known to operate from 28 air bases, including ten
installations earmarked for transfer to the FAM, which are
marked * in the next table. The PGR distinguishes interdiction,
eradication and maintenance bases.

Maintenance of such a varied fleet of older aircraft, nol lo mention aircraft seized from narco-traffickers, causes a severe
headache for the attorney-general. A typical scene at the PGR Mexico City maintenance area Is captured here, siarring this paint-
less former US Navy T-39N, now serialled XC-AAJ, formerly BuNo 156525. (Mexico City (D.F.), 10 August 2007, André Dupont)
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UH-1H

Benchmm Bell 407, Bell 415HP, Ca550, Ces50,
DC-9-15, DHC-6-300, L-1329-8, , G-, Gl G-III Sabre

t "f:.i'l'.'l(hﬂ-uﬂ-ﬂ': JCNE,
S e T

Spotting

The Mexican department of civil aviation has so far been
reluctant to provide information about particular aircraft on the
Mexican register. This is probably linked to the scores of
aircraft that are stolen annually and subsequently used for
narco-related activities. Unfortunately, the PGR itself has been
a victim of these practises as well.... The Mexican civil
registration system uses three prefixes:

XA- commercially operated
xXB- ‘operated
XC- government operated

The airplanes and helicopters of the PGR are included in the
governmental range of registrations (prefixed XC), amongst
various federal and state governmenl agencies, like police
forces, the national bank, the national water commission, etc.
Confiscated aircraft are generally registered in a distinctive

range, prefixed XC-AA followed by up to three digits (i.e. XC-

| AA103), in which AA stands for “aeronave asegurado”, which
= | literally means “insured aircraft”. Most PGR aircraft sport a

white colour scheme, adorned with home-style colours dark

~ blue and light blue. The seal of the Mexican government can

usually be found on the tail, just as the abbreviation PGR. As
the seal changes after a new administration takes office, new
markings have gradually been introduced since December
2006. The new administration's seal, adorned with a dark

| blue square with the abbreviation PGR is what 1o look for now.

Individual Aircraft Rundown

i | Following is a rundown per type of all aircraft confirmed as
. | being registered with the PGR between 2000 and 2007. That

is, aircraft that were written off, sold or given back to their
legally registered owner before 2000 are omitted. Because
many Mexican government agencies use the XC-registration
system and impounded aircraft that temporarily appeared on
the register are often not painted in PGR colours, confusing
reports about the actual operator of a particular aircraft are
widespread. Therefore, we have only included aircraft, which
were actually confirmed by Mexican or US authorities as in
service with the PGR any time between 2000 and 2007. As
usual, the first note date is the first month of a year a particular
aircraft has been reported to us with the PGR, the aclual
delivery or transfer date may be earlier, and these dates can
also be prior to 2000. If a former registration is presented
between brackets, the PGR was the registrant when this
registration was applied to the airframe and the first note date
listed also includes this registration. Also, if an aircraft has
been leased from or donated by the US Department of State or
has been impounded from narco-traffickers, this can be found
for each individual airframe. The former may return to the
United States in the future and the last category may be
returned to its legal owner or being auctioned at any time. The
58 aircraft and helicopters, which are currently transferred to
the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (FAM), are as yet unknown, and are
therefore still included in the rundown below; candidates are
marked as such. Serials or construction numbers marked * in
the following table are updates to our “SMS Americas”.
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Beech 200 / 300 Super King Air

serial type c/n n I/n status/unit remarks

XC-AA38 (1) Beech 200 BB-48 jun05 sold lo N750HL, ex XA-PEU, impounded
XC-AA38 (2) Beech 200 mar06 act Mexico City subtype unconfirmed
XC-AA46" (1) Beech 300LW FA-95* jung4  jun02 7 ex HK-3536, impounded

XC-AA46 (2) Beech 300 FA-46 jan05 oct07  act Mexico City ex N123AF, impounded, c/n checked
XC-AA48 (1) Beech 200 BB-369 jan00 dump Rantoul ex HK-3555, impounded, wfu by jul97
XC-AA48 (2) Beech 300 juldé  juld7  act Mexico City photo proof,

XC-AA49 Beech 300 FA-83 jun94 mar06 act Mexico City ex HK-3509, impounded

XC-AA50 Beech B200 BB-1108 oct97 jan07  act Mexico City ex HK-3587, (ex XC-JAl), impounded
XC-AAT2 Beech 300 feb96 w/o 26aug00 impounded

XC-AABOD Beech 300 FA-74 01 dec06 act Chetumal ex HK-3519, impounded, repaired dec06
XC-ADP* Beech 200 BB-156" 01 sep05 dump Rantoul (ex XC-AAT9), ex N69CD

XC-DI Beech 200 BB-100 dec98 jan07 act Mexico City

XC-LIB® (7) Beech 200 BB-160" nov0o6 sold ex YV-2484P, to XB-KCQ, impounded

The Super King Air is a popular aircraft with the PGR and several are still in use, most of which are based at Mexico City (D.F.). The
Beeches are mainly used for flying investigation officers and suspects around the country, as are the older biz-jels, and patrol
missions are flown as well. Their situation is somewhat confusing, with several registrations being used twice

Bell UH-1H Huey

counter-narcotic operations in Guerrero state. Dark blue UH-1H Huey XC-LJK is one of the latest helicopters being leased to the
PGR by the US Department of State, and was graphed during the annual air show.
(Acapulco (GRO), 4 November 2006, Andre Dupont)

serial lype c/n /n n status/unit remarks

XC-BBA UH-1H 11374* 97 dec05 act Mexicali ex 69-15086, US leased

XC-BBD UH-1H 11546" 97 dec05 std Mexico City ex 69-15258, US leased

XC-BBE UH-1H 12446 oct87 dec06 overhaul ex 70-15836, US leased

XC-BBF UH-1H 11529* 97 aug06 overhaul ex 69-15241, US leased

XC-BBG UH-1H 12004* 97 dec05 act Caborca ex 69-15716, US leased

XC-BBH UH-1H 12461* 97 dec05 act Culiacan ex 70-15851, US leased

XC-BBI UH-1H 12507 may96 dec04 wfu, scrapped? ex 70-16202, US leased

XC-BBJ UH-1H 5523* 97 dec05 act Chetumal ex 66-01040, US leased

XC-BBK UH-1H 5650* oct37 dec05 sld Guadalajara ex 66-01167, US leased

XC-BBL UH-1H 9640 feb97 dec05 std Guadalajara ex 67-17442, US leased

XC-HGR UH-1H 10052 97 dec05 act Culiacan ex 67-17854, US leased

XC-JAA UH-1H 5896 97 dec05 std Acapulco ex 66-16202, (ex XC-HGM), US leased
XC-JAB UH-1H 5914 oct97 dec05 std Guadalajara ex 66-16220, (ex XC-HGN), US leased
XC-JAD UH-1H 9399 97 dec04 wiu, scrapped? ex 67-17201, (ex XC-HGO), US leased
XC-JAE UH-1H 9691 97 dec05 std Guadalajara ex 67-17493, (ex XC-HGP), US leased
XC-JAG UH-1H 10839 97 dec05 std Guadalajara ex 68-16180, US leased

XC-JAM UH-1H 8573 97 dec05 std Culiacan ex 66-16379, US leased

XC-JAN UH-1H 5788 97 dec05 std Hermosillo ex 66-16094, US leased

XC-~JAO UH-1H 5999 97 dec05 act Tapachula ex 66-16305, US leased

XC-JAQ UH-1H 5800 apr96 dec05 std Culiacan ex 66-16106, US leased

XC-JAR UH-1H 9207 97 dec05 std Tapachula ex 66-17013, US leased

XC-JAS UH-1H 9620 97 dec05 std Chetumal ex 67-17422, US leased

XC-JAU UH-1H 5795 97 w/o 03sep07 Santa Ana (SON), ex 66-16101, US Isd
XC-JAV UH-1H 5769 97 dec05 std Chihuahua ex 66-16075, US leased

XC-JAW UH-1H 10207 a7 w/o 24apr02 Mexicali (BCN), ex 68-15277, US leased
XC~JAX UH-1H 8606 97 dec05 act Tuxtla Gut. ex 66-16412, US leased

XC-LIW UH-1H 04 oct06 overhaul US leased

XC-LiX UH-1H 04 dec05 act Santana US leased

Personal copy - Distributioni‘to athird party is not allowed



XC-LIY UH-1H 04 dec05 act Caborca damaged 31mar05, US leased
XC-LIZ UH-1H 04 aug06 overhaul US leased
XC-LJJ UH-1H 05 dec05 act Chetumal US leased
XC-LJK UH-1H 05 nov06 act Acapuico US leased

The following Hueys have been delivered as spare sources and have never seen operational service with the PGR:

64-13495 UH-1H 4202 oct96 mar03 wfu Mexico City as AAXADS543, spares source
64-13841 UH-1H 4548 oct96 mar03  wfu Mexico City as AAXADS539, spares source
65-9619 UH-1H 4663 oct96 mar03 wfu Mexico City as AAXA0527, spares source
68-15297 UH-1H 10227 oct96 nov06 wfu Acapulco spares source

68-15749 UH-1H 10679 oct96 mar03  wfu Mexico City as AAXAD441, spares source

This batch left AMARC on 3 October 1996 with destination Mexico. Part of the same batch were the following Hueys, believed to be
delivered as spare sources as well, although never noted as such in Mexico and therefore unconfirmed:

63-8838°, 64-13498°, 64-13574", 68-15361", 68-15734", 68-16115", 68-16348".

One of the more visible gestures of US support in Mexico's battle against drug trafficking and related crime is the lease of former
US Army Hueys to the PGR. The lease started in late 1996 and originally comprised around 25 helicopters, The Mexicans do not pay
for their use, but instead, the US Department of State's Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL),
monitors their use and state of maintenance. As with most of the older aircraft in the PGR inventory, the availability rate of the Hueys
is relatively low. The Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (FAM), also starting a Huey program in 1996, returned its helicopters to the US after a
fatal crash on 21 November 1997, in which a brigadier-general was killed. This donation was subject to an inquiry by the US
Congress leading to the donation to the FAM of a huge batch of Ce182s instead. The PGR however, still soldiers on with its original
helicopters; several of these have already been written off in the nineties and are therefore omitted from the listing above.

In fiscal year 2004, the US Department of State started a new program to replace the Hueys leased to the PGR with newer
helicopters, instead of upgrading them to Huey Il standard. Some minor modifications will be done to the airframes. The first
replacement Huey delivered was XC-LIW, which was already seen stored at Hermosillo (SON) about one year after its delivery.
Eventually, 29 Hueys will be delivered, out of 39 examples seen in storage at Temple (TX) in 2004 and earmarked to go to Mexico.
The helicopters are being refurbished at Fort Hood (TX) before delivery, after which the older airframes will be removed from the
inventory and subsequently destroyed or demilitarized. US Company ARINC is contracted by the US Department of State's
Narcotics Affairs Section (NAS) to support PGR Huey operations by providing warehouse management, ordering spare parts,
scheduling maintenance and tracking aircraft availability. Maintenance of the PGR's helicopters is under contract with Overseas
Aircraft Support of Lakeside (AZ). The PGR Hueys are painted in an attractive dark blue paint scheme and are heavily used by the
PGR, if available.... For completeness sake, we have included the 39 airframes noted at Temple (TX) in May 2004 and earmarked
with destination Mexico; 29 of these are currently being incorporated by the PGR. The remaining ten will most probably end up as
spares sources. Confirmation of their actual delivery to Mexico is most welcome!

69-1532* 69-15002* ©9-15421" 69-15814" 69-15845" 69-15859" 69-15861" 69-15862" 69-156872*
69-15882" 69-15914* 69-15928* 69-15940" 70-16217* 70-16229* 70-16317* 70-16354* 70-16450*
70-16492* 71-20018* 71-20118* 71-20181* 71-20280" 71-20330* 71-21502* 71-21518" 72-21606"
73-21732* 73-21738° 73-21739* 73-21744* 73-21757" 73-21854" 74-22317° 74-22328* 74-22378°
74-22400" 74-22473° 74-22474°

Bell 206 Jet Ranger

serial type c/n fin n status/unit remarks

XC-BUI Bell 206B-3 2155 77 01 7 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-COF Bell 206B-3 2635 79 mar03 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-COR Bell 206B-3 2673 79 wio 25apr02 nr San Miguel de Totolapan, US donated

XC-DAO Bell 206B-3 2848 79 01 7 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-DAP Bell 206B-3 2854 79 nov06 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-DAS Bell 206B-3 2858 79 mar03 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-FAG Bell 206B-3 3137 80 w/o 05jun03 nr Temoris (CHH), US donated

XC-FAJ Bell 206B-3 3144 80 ol 7 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-FET Bell 2068 682 71 01 72 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-FEU Bell 2068 683 71 01 7 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-GlQ Bell 206B-3 1298 74 apr01 act Chilpancingo US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-HAI Bell 206B-3 3526 81 mar03 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-HAT Bell 206B-3 3589 81 01 ? US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-HER Bell 206B-3 2937 80 decO6 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-HES Bell 206B-3 3054 80 w/o 1imar03 nr Tlapa (GRO), 2k, US donated

XC-HIH Bell 206B-3 3971 87 sep04 act Culiacan damaged 04sep04, to FAM 20077

XC-IAF Bell 206B-3 4138 90 01 7 to FAM 20077

XC-Al Bell 206B-3 4141 90 01 7 to FAM 20077

XC-AZ Bell 206B-3 4133 90 01 7 (ex XC-IAC), to FAM 20077

XC-JDG Bell 206B-3 4006 01 ? to FAM 20077

XC-JDH Bell 2068-3 4009 01 ? to FAM 20077

XC-KAH Bell 206B-3 2905 80 01 ? US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-KAJ Bell 206B-3 2458 78 jan06 act Acapulco US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-KAM Bell 206B-3 2353 81 01 ? US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-KAP Bell 206B-3 3013 80 o1 7 US donated, to FAM 20077

XC-KAR Bell 206B-3 2455 78 juldé act Chilpancinge US donated, lo FAM 20077

The PGR's love affair with the Bell 206 series commenced in 1971, when the first batch of two was donated by Mexico's neighbours
to the north. Although many were written off during the type's long career, the first pair survived until at least 2001! Eighteen PGR-
owned Bell 208B/B-3s were transferred to the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (FAM) in the early nineties, in a similar move as witnessed in
2007. The number of Jet Rangers and Long Rangers currently being transferred to the FAM is set at fifty (1), which means there will
be no Bell 206s left in the PGR inventory; our list contains 53 candidates, some of which have not been noted for a few years, The
Jet Rangers are heavily tasked with reconnaissance missions and eradication of poppy fields and will continue to do so after their
handover to the air force.
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Bell 206 Long Ranger

Waiting for funds and covered under a layer of dust. It will take some work to put Bell 206 Long Ranger XC-LFZ back in the air

L F

The Bell 206 used to be the most numerous helicopter in service with the attorney-general’s office and they were mainly being
used for eradication of poppy fields. All Bell 206s are currently being transferred lo the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, which will lake
over the eradication mission from the PGR shortly.

serial
XC-JBE
XC-JBF
XC-JBG
XC-JBH
XC-JBl
XC-JBJ
XC-JBK
XC-JBM
XC-KAA
XC-KAB
XC-KAE
XC-KAF
XC-LFA
XC-LFB*
XC-LFC
XC-LFD
XC-LFE*
XC-LFI*
XC-LFJ
XC-LFK
XC-LFL*
XC-LFM
XC-LFN*
XC-LFO
XC-LFP
XC-LFQ
XC-LFR*
XC-LFS
XC-LFT
XC-LFU
XC-LFV*
XC-LFwW*
XC-LFX*
XC-LFY
XC-LFZ*
XC-LGA
XC-LHC
XC-UJY

type
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell

206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-3
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L.-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4
206L-4

c/n
51584
51585
51595
51596
51597
51600
51603
51608
51500
51501
51504
51505

52224*

52249
52225
52226

52227

52228
52229
52230
52231
52232
52233
52234
52236
52237

52238*
52239
52241
52242

52245"

52244"

52246"
52247

52248*
52250
52053
52203

n

I/n

01

01

01

01

01
mar07
nov06
jun02
01

01

01
jun05
apr04

mar05
nov06

sep05

mar05

mar03
feb06
mar03
oct03

status/unit
?
?
?
?
5

act Acapulco
act Acapulco
act Acapulco
?

?

?

act Cd Juarez
acl Acapulco
?

w/o 11aprO1
wio 28aug01
?

?

wio 11mar03
w/o 27jan06
?

act Hermosillo

?

act Guadalajara

w/o 13mar03
act

?

w/o 09mar04
w/o 21mar02
act Tlapa

?

?

?

acl Acapulco
std Acapulco
act Acapulco
acl Acapulco
wl/o 22may05

{Acapulco (GRO), 4 November 2006, André Dupont)

remarks

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

to FAM 20077

ex N21198, to FAM 20077

ex N6104J, to FAM 20077

ex N2120M

ex N21200

ex N2122M, to FAM 20077

ex N23806, to FAM 20077

nr Tlapa (GRO), 3k, ex N23916

nr El Cundan Grande (GRQ), ex N2380E
ex N23768, to FAM 20077

ex N2419E, to FAM 20077

ex N2419S, to FAM 20077

ex N2419X, to FAM 20077

nr Petatlan, 1k, ex N24199

ex N2420G, to FAM 20077

ex N2420H, to FAM 20077

nr Culiacan (SIN), 1k, ex N2420L

ex N2420Q

ex N2422S, damaged 09mar05, to FAM 20077
ex N24225, to FAM 20077

ex N24220, to FAM 20077

ex N2420Y, to FAM 20077

ex N24208, to FAM 20077

ex N2421B, to FAM 20077

ex N9090G, to FAM 20077

ex N590P, damaged 28oct03, to FAM 20077
nr Ciudad Juarez (CHH), ex N117HP
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As part of an unprecedented expansion programme, Mexico's new government ordered no less than 26 Bell 206L-4s and three
Bell 407s in 1998. The L-4s were acting as the workhorse of the PGR's spray teams; as such they are equipped with a belly tank
and a spray installation for poppy eradication. In the past, the US Department of State supported tests for using Ayres S2 Turbo
Thrush agricultural aircraft to spray the crops, but these plans were dropped after a fatal crash of the aircraft involved. The steep
valleys in Mexica's premier poppy state Guerrero, south of Mexice City, prevent the use of aircraft for this dangerous task. As can be
expected, the operation of helicopters is not without risk either. The mountainous terrain and its relatively slow speed make the
helicopter a vulnerable target for growers aiming to disrupt eradication of their poppy crops. Several helicopters have crashed
because of small arms fire and at least one helicopter came down after wires were intentionally put across a valley by local
peasants.... Like all other Bell 206s, the Long Rangers are currently being handed over to the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (FAM).

The Bell 212 is a popular helicopter in Mexico and the PGR has been using the Twin Huey since February 1974, when the first of
three former US Navy UH-1Ns were delivered. Others were bought directly from Bell, and at least one has been seized recently.
(Acapulco (GRO), 4 November 2006, André Dupont)

serial lype on tin /n status/unit remarks

XC-BAT Bell 212 30707 75 augl06 act Acapulco US donated

XC-BEI Bell 212 30745 75 dec06 act Acapulco US donated

XC-BEJ Bell 212 30744 75 0t 7 US donated

XC-BSF Bell 212 aug02 7 PGR?

XC-GIE UH-1N 31660 feb74 dec04 act Culiacan ex Bu158784, US donated
XC-HEV Bell 212 30935 79 w/o 09mar05 nr Tlapa (GRO), 11k
XC-HFJ Bell 212 31310 feb90 jun07 act ex N3214G

XC-HFP Bell 212 31311 feb80 jun07 act

XC-JBN Bell 212 35062 may93 nov06 act Acapulco ex C-FOMH

XC-LIA® Bell 212 nov06 wfu Guadaljara impounded, for sale nov06
XC-UIG Bell 212 mar03 act Mexico City PGR?

Deliveries of the Bell 212 started in February 1974, when the US government donated three UH-1Ns, once intended for the US Navy.
Although one crashed within a year, Mexican officials were impressed by the capabilities of the type and in 1975, the PGR received
another batch of Bell 212s. Although alirition rates have been fairly high, a small number of Bell 212s remains in use. Their main
task is transportation of goods and personnel lo PGR facilities in remote areas.

Bell 407

serial type c/n fin in status/unit remarks

XC-LFF* Bell 407 53387 nov9g 01 act ex N6402A
XC-LFG* Bell 407 53388 dec99 01 act ex N6402C
XC-LFH Bell 407 53389 dec99 dec04 act Hermosillo ex N6402D
XC-LIK* Bell 407 53119 dec03 apr07 act Mexico City ex N388MH

Not often noted are the Bell 407s operated by the attorney-general, which were ordered under the same contract as the large fleet
of Bell 206L-4s. At least one additional helicopter has been delivered since. The helicopters are dispersed around the country and
are used for various liaison tasks, whilst XC-LIK is used as a VIP helicopter.
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Bell 412

Its white colour scheme reveals Bell 412 XC-JBZ is used by high ranking PGR officers to fly from A to B. A variation to the PGR's
standard dark blue — light blue cheatline is worn here as well as the PGR crest on the engine nacelles.
(20 November 2005, André Dupont)

serial type c/n fn Iin status/unitremarks
XC-JBX Bell 412HP 36073 94 aprd5 act Mexico City
XC-JgY Bell 412HP 36074 94 apri1 act Mexico City
XC-JBZ Bell 412HP 36075 94 mar06 act Mexico City

The Bell 412s are regularly seen at Mexico City (D.F.) and are probably operated in VIP-transportation and medevac roles. Their
paint scheme is mostly white, with a thin PGR cheat line.

British Aerospace 125

serial type c/n fn In status/unit remarks
XC-LJF BAe125-1A/522 25052 mar06 act Mexico City ex N125JR, impounded

Among the relatively large fleet of bizjets operated by the PGR is this old BAe125. The aircraft was first noted in March 2006 with the
PGR, after being impounded at Toluca (EME); after its sale fell through, the PGR registered the bizjet for its own use.

Cessna 206 Stationair

serial lype o/n fin n status/unit remarks

XC-AA2* CelU206G U206-04263* sep99 01 ? impounded

XC-AA5* CelU206G U206-06066* 01 ? impounded

XC-AA17* CeU206G U206-04719* 01 7 impounded

XC-AA34 CelU206G U206-05733* nov00 act Cuernavaca impounded

XC-AA43" CeU208G U206-05437" 01 ? impounded

XC-AA4T CelU206F U206-03317" 01 oct03 act Oaxaca damaged 29o0cl03, impounded
XC-AA97 CelU206G U206-04585" 01 mar03 act Acapulco  impounded

XC-AA106" CelU206G U206-05708" 01 ? impounded

XC-CAX* CelU206G v2o06-04160* 01 ? US donated

XC-CEB* CelU206G U206-04193* 01 ? US donated

XC-CEG CelU206G U206-04198* 01 ? US donated

XC-DEI CeU206G U206-05427° 01 stolen may03 seized in Costa Rica jun03, US donated
XC-DEK Cel206G U206-05425"* 01 stolen 14dec02 at Hermosillo, US donated
XC-DEL® Cel206G U206-05424* 01 ? US donated

XC-DEO" Cel206G U206-05423* 01 ? US donated

XC-HEZ CeU206G u206-06290* 01 jan06  act Acapulco

XC-KAS* Cel206G U206-06474" o1 ? US donated

XC-KAT Cel206G U206-06734" 01 mar03 actAcapulco  US donated

XC-KAU* Cel206G U206-06741 01 ? US donated

XC-KAV* CelU206G U206-06780* 01 7 US donated

XC-KAX* Cel206G U206-06797" 01 ? US donated

"XD-GSA08" Ce206 mar03 wfu Oaxaca derelict in playground, impounded?

For reconnaissance and liaison duties, the PGR operates a fleet of Cessna 206s, which were either donated by the US or
impounded. We do not receive many sightings of the Cessnas as they are moslly overiooked by (local) aviation enthusiasts. On 14
December 2002, the PGR detachment in Hermosillo took a severe blow when two of their Cessnas were stolen from ils premises.
The aircraft took off between 19.00 and 19.30 in the dark with no lights from an out of service runway. Neither a flight plan was filed
nor was authorization from the control tower obtained. Moreover, the control tower crew even failed to report the incident.... About
half of the fleet listed, that is eight aircraft, are currently being taken on charge by the Fuerza Aérea Mexicana (air force), as part of a
plan to transfer the poppy eradication mission to the military. Whether these will be impounded aircraft or US donated aircraft, or a
mix of both, remains to be seen,
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essna 208 Caravan

Serial type c/n in n status/unit remarks
XC-ALE Ce208 208-00098 sep01 sep06 act Toluca ex HK-3309, (ex XC-AAZ0 (2))

A single 208 has been impounded and subsequently stored at Toluca (EME) for years. In March 2006 it was re-registered to XC-ALE
and checked. The aircraft was impounded 18 september 2001.

Cessna 210 Centurion

"Aeronave asegurado 45" is not hard to miss on a busy apron with single engine aircraft. After ils seizure, the PGR has put this
Cessna 210 lo its own use for training, liaison and reconnaissance duties.
(Acapulco (GRO), September 2006, Sergio Komori de la Rosa)

serial lype c/n n n status/unit remarks

XC-AA4 CeT210F T210-0142* sep99 apr05 act Acapulco impounded

XC-AAT* Ce210L 210-61248" 01 ? impounded

XC-AA3T* Ce210L 210-60365" 01 mar07 wfu Culiacan impounded, for sale mar(7
XC-AA44 CeZ10N 210-64838* 01 may05 act Hermosillo impounded

XC-AA45"  Ce210M 210-62776" 01 jan06 act Acapulco impounded

XC-AAB4* Ce210N 210-62992* 01 ? impounded

XC-AA92" Ce210N 210-63923* 01 ? impounded

XC-AA101 Ce210N 210-64845° 01 novl0 act Cuemavaca impounded

XC-DAD Ce210N 210-64536 01 apr05S act Hermosillo (ex XC-AA35) impounded
XC-DAE Ce210L 210-61269 01 oct06 act (ex XC-AAB3) impounded
XC-JEI Ce210 stolen 14dec02 at Hermosillo, impounded?

As with the Cessna 206, the faster 210s are mainly used for reconnaissance and liaison duties. All aircraft are impounded from
suspected narco-traffickers. At least two of the impounded aircraft were recently formally taken on the register, dropping their XC-AA-
registrations.

essna 402

serial type ¢/n fin In status/unit remarks
XC-AAB" Ced02C-ll 402C-0608" 01 nov06 wfu Guadalajara Iimpounded, for sale mar06

Cessna 404 Titan

serial type on fin n status/unit remarks
XC-AA91"  Ced04 w/o 25jan00 Guadalajara, 5k, impounded

Often referred to as a Conquest, only one Titan has been known to have served the PGR in the 2000-2007 timeframe. Unfortunately,
its construction number has so far remained unknown. It crashed during take-off from Guadalajara (JAL).

Cessna 441 Conquest

serial type o/n fin I'n status/unit remarks

XC-AA10 Ced41 441-0319 apr99 mar06 wifu Mexico City ex HK-3542, impounded, for sale mar06
XC-AA12 Ced41 441-0232 sep99 jan07 wfu Toluca ex HK-3562, impounded, for sale nov06
XC-AA37 Ced41 441-0275* mar02 oct06 sold (ex XC-HHU), to XC-LGE, impounded
XC-AAT1 Ced41 441-0189 01 sep06 wfuMexico City (ex XC-AAB8) ex HK-3595, impounded
XC-AAT4 Ced4d1 441-0019 mar04 apr07 sold ex N6VP, to XC-UJX, impounded
XC-AAB2 Cedd1 441-0155 oct98 sep06 sold ex XB-FND, impounded, to N799CC
XC-AAZ5 Cedd1 01 nov06 wfu Toluca impounded. no ¢/n plate, for sale nov06

With the Aero/Rockwell/Guifstream Commander, the Cessna 441 can be considered the standard twin of the PGR. All Conquests
were seized in relation to drugs smuggling and some have been sold after the investigations were concluded. XC-AA9S is still a
mystery, the aircraft carries no manufacturer’s plate and even the PGR has no clue about its identity, although this did not keep them
from operating the aircraft.... XC-AA37 has been noted for sale March in 2006.
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Seven Cessna 441 Conquests are known o have served the attorney-general’s office in the 2000-2007 timeframe. One of these
is XC-AA12, pictured at Toluta during the annual Aeroexpo. The aircraft was registered HK-3652 before being used by
narcotraffickers and ending up with the PGR. It was put up for sale in November 2006.  (Toluca, 11 March 20086, Colin Clark)

Cessna 550 Citation |l

serial type c/n n I/n status/unit remarks
XC-PGM Ce550 550-0644 dec90 dec06 actMexico City AEW-aircraft
XC-PGP Ce550 550-0648 apr91 mar07 act Mexico City AEW-aircraft

These Citations are the PGR's own airborne early warning aircraft; both are equipped with advanced down-looking radar to detect
suspicious aircraft. Both are believed to be in a similar configuration as the Citations of the US Department of Homeland Security,
which means the radar is the well-known APG-66. Nominally based at Mexico City, both aircraft are regularly deployed to Mexico's
south eastern state Chiapas to track light aircraft crossing the Guatemalan border. Besides these two Citations, the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security also provides aircraft for a bilateral programme, operating Citations with dual US-Mexican registrations
and crews.

Cessna 650 Citation Il

Serving as a personal transport for the attorney-general, the Cessna 650 Citation is the most modern bizjet in the PGR inventory.
Speed and luxury are what matter with XC-PGN, instead of smoke and noise.
(Mexico City (D.F.), 14 February 2005, André Dupont)

serial type c/n tn n status/unit remarks
XC-PGN Ce650 650-0165 feb90 may07 act Mexico City VIP-aircraft

By far the most modern bizjet in service with the PGR is the service's sole Ce650; the aircraft is mainly used for transportation of Lic.
Eduardo Medina-Mora Icaza, the attorney-general and his personal staff,

Douglas DC-9

serial type an n In status/unit remarks
XC-LJz* DC-9-15 45775 juloé aug07 act Mexico City ex N900SA, impounded 10aprO6
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On 10 April 2006, while operating as a demonstrator for Royal Sons & Skyway Communications Holding Corp. in-flight broadband
entertainment systems, this DC-9 made an "emergency landing” at Ciudad del Carmen (CAM), The DC-9 was on its way from
Caracas-Maiquetia (Venezuela) to Toluca (EME). Upon inspection by local PGR officers, no less than 5,500kgs of pure cocaine
were found on board, packed in 128 boxes. The cocaine was valued at an estimated $100 million, thus making it one of the largest
seizures on board of an aircraft in Mexican history. The co-pilot of the DC-9 was instantly arrested, but somehow the pilot managed
to escape at first, but he was later arrested as well. The Sinaloa drug cartel even sent Falcon 20 XB-IYK (former T.11-5 with the
Spanish air force) to Ciudad del Carmen to guide the DC-9 to its planned destination or to take over the load. The Falcon's crew of
three were arrested as well when it was revealed they were waiting for the DC-9 to touch down! The PGR was quick to claim this big
catch for its own use, and the DC-9 was first reported operated as such in July 2007.

DHC-6 Twin Otter

|

serial @ c/n fin I/n status/unit remarks

XC-ALA DHC-6-300 368* jan03  may05 actMexico City ex XA-TTU, c/n checked
XC-BOS DHC-6-300 519 dec76 mar06 actMexico City US donated, c/n checked
XC-DIO DHC-6-300 687 may80 jun07  act Mexico City US donated

XC-FIT DHC-6-300 752 may81 w/o 15jan02 Chilpancingo (GRO), 3k

With its STOL capabilities, the Twin Otter is a very useful aircraft to fy law enforcement officers to remote areas. The identity of XC-
ALA has long been a mystery, but its construction number has been checked early last year.

Gates Learjet 23 /24 /25

serial type c/n fin I’n slatus/unit remarks

XC-AAB3 Lj24D 24D-249  jun94 dec02 sold to N440KT, ex N249RA, impoun., PGR?
XC-AAB3 Lj250D 25D-286 mar95 sold ex XA-RVI, to XA-TAQ, impounded
XC-AAB4 Lj25D 25D-330 94 feb00 sold to N330LJ, impounded

XC-JDX Lj23 23-070 mar00 may07 wifu Mexico City (ex XC-AA104), impounded

XC-LJE Lj24E 24E-346  sep05 mar06 act Mexico City ex HP- . ..

As with the other biz-jets, the Learjets are used for flying officers around the country and brining suspects to Mexico City. Most of the
Lears only served the attorney-general for a short period of time and were quickly transferred to other agencies or given back to their
legal owner.

Grumman Gulfstream |

serial type c/n n /n status/unit remarks

XC-AAS3 G-l 179 oct93 jan04  dump Acapulco ex HK-3622, ex TEG-1317, impounded
XC-AAST7 G- 103 mar99 may07 wfu Mexico City ex N60BR, impounded

XC-LIE G- 148 sep03 may07 std Toluca ex C-FWAM

XC-VNC G-l 58 jan03 may07 act Toluca ex XB-FLL, dark blue c/s

Although not reported very active lately, the PGR is the proud user of four Gulfstream props, one of which is dumped in the PGR area
of Acapulco airfield. XC-AAS7 is currently withdrawn from use on Mexico City's northeast side and has a particular history. On 17
March 1999, while on the PGR fleet list, it was inspected by PGR agents at Mexico City (D.F.), after arriving from eastern Mexico. Its
PGR crew ran into big trouble after a load of drugs were found on board of the aircraft, for which no explanation could be given....

Grumman Gulfstream I/l

serial type o/n in I/n status/unit remarks

XC-AATD G-I 18 apr94 aug07 actMexico City ex XA-SDE, impounded

XC-AATT G-lIsP 211 may03 jul03 sold to XA-FNY, ex N7079N, impounded
XC-LKA* G-I 69* nov06 oct07  actMexico City ex XA-MEM

XC-LKC*  G-llI jan07 jun07  actMexico City

The Gulf Il has been a popular aircraft with the PGR and has been operated since at least the mid nineties. Recently, two newly
obtained Gulf-jets have been added to the air fleel, one of which is a G-IIl. But more are likely to follow soon.....

Gulfstream/Rockwell Commander 690/695

serial type c/n fin n status/unit remarks

XC-AA16 RCB95A 96084 oct98 mar01 sold to XC-ZCL, (ex XC-HGW) impounded
XC-AA20 RCB95A 96091 oct91  sep04 sold to XC-HUA, (ex XC-HGX) impounded
XC-AA27 RC890C 11652 feb99 aug07?7 wfu Mexico City ex HK-3541, (to XC-PGB ntu) impounded
XC-AABS RC690B 11382 apr99 jan05 sold to XC-JBP, ex N690JP, impounded
XC-AABT RCB95 95000 mar99 jun02 ? ex YV-,..., ex N303E, impounded

XC-ALB RCEB95 95052 apr01 novDé wfu Toluca (ex XC-AA84), impounded, for sale nov06
XC-DAC* RCE95 95045* feb89 jun06 soid to N981WJ (ex XC-AA98) impounded
XC-HGG* RCBYS 95051* apr81 jun01 sold to XB-ACO, ex HK-3444, impounded
XC-JEH RC690C 11678 jun01 w/o D2may04 nr Milpillas (AGU), Tk, (ex XC-AA36),

The Commander has a reputation for being a popular aircraft among people with bad intentions, due to its speed and widespread
availability in Latin America. XC-AA27 is photoproof as withdrawn from use at Mexico City as late as May 2007, although some
sources report it has become XC-PGB after 2002. Its re-registration apparently fell through, as did the auction of the wreck. All these
Commanders were temporarily registered to the PGR during the 2000-2007 timeframe of this article, but many more have been
used before 2000. XC-AA27was impounded 12 Januari 1998 and for sale March 2006. XC-DAC was impounded 14 August 1998,
XC-HGG was impounded 10 April 1991. XC-JEH was impounded 19 October 2001.
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Definitely THE catch of the year is this DC-9, which was caught loaded with cocaine in Ciudad del Carmen on 10 April 2006. Much
controversy surrounded the seizure, like the pilot's fate, who initially managed lo escape the verdicl..
(Mexico City (D.F.), April 2007, André Dupont)

As can be concluded from the listing, Twin Olter XC-DIO was donated by the US Department of State about 27 years ago
(Mexico City (D.F.), June 2007, Ivan Perna Nesbit)

Not clearly recognisable as a PGR aircraft, Gulfstream | XC-LIE is one of four recently operated from Mexico City, although only
one of these is currently thought to be active (Mexico City (D.F.), 29 October 2005, André Dupont)
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Thought you knew what 8 PGR colour scheme looks by now? Guess what, this Gulfstream Il is one of the latest additions to the
PGR fieet, clearly showing the colour scheme of its former operator. To add to the confusion, XC-LKA is also adorned with the seal
of Mexico’s current administration, which took office in December 2006 as well as the new PGR presentation. It is expected all
aircraft will receive this seal and PGR lettering in the near future. (Mexico City (D.F.), October 2007, Ivan Peria Nesbit)

Lockheed L-1329 Jetstar

serial type c/n fin n status/unit remarks
XC-LIT L-1329-6 5063 juld5 mar06  wfuMexicoCity ex N499PB, impounded Toluca jun03, for sale mar06
XC-SKI L-1329-8 5124 mar00 mar07 actMexicoCity ex N7SC

Two of these smoky brutes are still registered with the PGR, of which XC-LIT was impounded fairly recently and put up for sale.

North American Sabreliner

serial lype o/n fin I/n status/unit remarks

XC-AAS1 Sabre 40A 282-130 jan99 jan03 7?7 (ex XC-PGE) impounded
XC-AAT3 Sabre 40A 282-105 94 may07 wfuMexicoCity ex XA-SCN, impounded
XC-AABY9 Sabre 75A 380-46 jul95 sep07  actMexico City (ex XC-HFY), impounded
XC-AAC Sabre 60 306-21 01 mar06 stdMexicoCity ex XB-QND, (XC-PGC ntu), impounded?
XC-AAJ Sabre 60 306-20 01 aug07 stdMexicoCity ex XA-TLL, impounded?
XC-DDA Sabre 75A 380-34 oct97 sep06 stdMexicoCity ex N97SC

XC-HGY Sabre 60 306-38 01  jul07 actMexicoCity  exXA-DCA

XC-LKB Sabre 75(A) dec06 may07 act Mexico City no Sabre 60!

XC-UJS Sabre 80 306-139 apr03 mar06 actMexicoCity  ex TP-103/XC-UJE
XC-UJU Sabre 75A 380-68 mar03 aug07 actMexicoCity  ex TP-104/XC-UJD

The icing on the cake, or what Mexico is famous for among aviation enthusiasts is the abundance of Sabreliners operatling in the
country. Not being bothered by noise restrictions, the PGR operates a fair portion of the Sabreliners on the Mexican register,
although only half of the fieet can be considered active at any given time. Registrations alter frequently as does the governmental
agency operating the aircraft. The abovementioned Sabreliners are confirmed by the PGR, with XC-LKB being its latest addition.

Schweizer 333

serial  lype c/n fin In status/unit remarks

XC-... Schweizer 333 0043A* nov04 dec05 AFI US leased

7 (BT Schweizer 333 0045A* novD4 dec05 AF US leased

XC-.. Schweizer 333 0046A" nov04 dec05 AF US leased

XC-.. Schweizer 333 0047A* nov04 decD5 AF US leased

XC-.. Schweizer 333 0048A* feb05 dec05 AFl US leased

XC-... Schweizer 333 0049A* feb05 dec05 AF| US leased

XC-... Schweizer 333 0053A* sep05 dec05 AF| US leased

XC-LJU Schweizer 333 0055A w/o 30may(06 nr Ciudad Juarez (CHH), 3k, US leased
XC-UAJ Schweizer 333 dec05 AFI US leased

The US Department of State will deliver a total of 28 Schweizers for use solely by the AFI, the Mexican equivalent of the FBI. One of
these helicopters crashed with only 77.2 hours in Northern Mexico, killing its crew.

Unknown types

serial  type c/n fin I/n status/unit
XC-LIX* (helicopter) dec0O6 mar07 act
XC-LJY* (helicopter) decO6 mar07 act

remarks
type not confirmed
type not confirmed

XC-LKD* ? febO7 act type not confirmed
XC-LKF* ? jun07 act type nol confirmed
XC-LKG* ? jun07 act type not confirmed
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The planned lease of no less than 28 Schweizer 333s by the U.S. Department of State to the AFI, the Mexican equivalent of the
FBI, gave an unprecedented boost to the production of this type of helicopter. One of these is pictured here at Acapulco, where
Mexican pilots were taught how lo fly the Schweizer. (Acapulco (GRQ), 9 March 2006)

As can be concluded from the article and rundown, the PGR air fleet is changing fairly frequently. Registrations change, aircraft are
seized, put up for sale etc. The abovementioned registrations are confirmed newly registered to the PGR in the first half of 2007,
however, the exact types are as yet unknown, nor if these are re-registered aircraft or new additions. Any sightings and pictures are
therefore most welcome!

State abbreviations

The Mexican states are possibly less well known than the other American stales, The followu'ig slate abbreviations were used:

AGU Aguascalientes D.F. Distrito Federal BCN Baja Callfomla CAM Campeche ‘

CHH Chihuahua CHP Chiapas EME Maéxico GRO Guerrero {
JAL Jalisco MIC Michoacan MOR Morelos OAX Oaxaca
ROO Quintana Roo SIN  Sinaloa SON Sonora TAM  Tamaulipas

Muchas gracias a & special thanks to:

Colin Clark, Barry Collman (Air Britain), Mexican Air Spotters, Overseas Aircraft Support, PGR, US Department of State and anyone,
who preferred to stay anonymous
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Which one is next? If you compare this picture to the picture of the DC-9 in this article, you can see the aircraft are parked at the
same spot at the PGR facilities at Mexico City. Obviously, work Is being done on this Gulfstream Il and local sources report it was
parked here fairly recently after being seized on 9 September 2007. We do not like to jump to conclusions, but XB-KCX could
very well be the next addition lo the PGR's sizable fleet. (Mexico City (D.F.), 05 October 2007, André Dupont)
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photo and slide that you submit for publication is clearly marked with
the following: 1. Name of the photographer; 2. When and where the
picture was taken.

All digital images, photos and slides will be carefully stored in our
archive (for possible future use). Printed photos and slides will NOT
be returned.

Personal copy - Distribution to a third party is not allowed




De speciaalzaak
voor de
Luchtvaarthobbyist!

Totaal vernieuwde en uitgebreide
winkel.
Nu 1200 m? winkelruimte en meer
dan 40.000 luchtvaartartikelen!

Bezoek ook onze
vernieuwde website! =
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lllustrating The Gathering show report are these three Mustangs. The first one shows Jim Beasley departing
in Princess Elizabeth, N487FS, a P-51C painted as 325147/HO-W.
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Trent Latshaw tries to look ahead while rolling back after landing early evening after the show with The Millie
G, N551W, a P-51D with code CY-G. The original USAAF serial number is 44-14985.

Duane Doyle in Red Dog XlI, N334FS, a P-51D Cavalier conversion painted as 473108/QP-0. He seems to look
at the smoke from the Pyro Technical Display across the runway.
(all photos Rickenbacker (OH), 29 & 30 September 2007, authors of article)



Avianca Boeing B767 N728CG wears special “Colombia es Pasion” tail markings.
(Madrid-Barajas, 13 October 2007, Marco van Halum)

According to our database this ST-SDB registered Boeing 737-200 flies for Ar West. However, we received a
picture of this aircraft with full Nova Airlines colours and titles.
(Khartoum, 5 October 2007, Melting Tarmac Images)






