
































































































































































































































































































































































































































changed following their diversion. Departure call [ - T Rl ews o i T I
signs were "Bufch 11-16, 21-25, tie-ups unknown .

Support aircraft:
O1imay C-141B 65-0221 438th MAW
Oémay C-5A 69-0026  436th MAW

13may C-141B 67-0021 438th MAW
C-141B 67-0022  63rd MAW
14may C-141B 66-0179  63rd MAW
15may C-141B 66-0181 63rd MAW
20may C-141B 65-0257 62nd MAW
21imay C-141B 63-8080  438th MAW
22may C-141B 66-0165  62nd MAW
23may C-141B 85-9399 62nd MAW
C-141B 66-0205  63rd MAW
27may C-5A 69-0019  436th MAW
16jun C-141B 65-0239  60th MAW
C-141B 66-0148  B0th MAW
18un C-141B 66-0172  63rd MAW
C-141B 67-0023  63rd MAW
24jun C-141B 63-8076  438th MAW
C-141B 66-0174  443rd MAW
25jun C-141B 65-0223  438th MAW
C-141B 67-0019  438th MAW
Only two call-signs are known: MAC70021 and
MAC70022 on 13 May. These suppori aircraft also
took care of the support required for Coronet
Mescalero at Gilze-Rijen

CORONET MESCALERO - Gilze-Rijen

27 May 1986 — 24 June 1986

Following immediately after and coinciding with
‘Coronet Apache' at Soesterberg was 'Coronet
Mescalero' that arrived at Gilze-Rijen on 27 May. The
unit involved was 7th TFS from Holloman AFB. All Two shots from Soesterberg: (top) C-1418 66-0165 of 62nd MAW from
support aircraft landed at Soesterberg (see Coronet McChord AFB (WA), supporting the arrival of ‘Coronet Apache’ and
Apache for details) due to the condition of the (bottom) F-15A 77-0109/HO carrying special markings for the 9th TFS
runway al Gilze-Rijen. One incident worth commander. (top: Jan van Waarde, bottom: Roe! Reijne)
mentioning is that 77-0138 was damaged when it

received a bird strike during landing at Gilze-Rijen on 13 June. This caused an engine fire and the aircraft ran off the runway. The
aircraft was dismantied and trucked to Soesterberg the next month, where it was picked up by a C-5 and flown back home on 3
September. The other eleven Eagles flew back home on 24 June.

7th TFS/48th TFW: F-15As; 77-0078, 77-0099, 77-0119, 77-0122, 77-0130, 77-0132, 77-0133, 77-0134, 77-0136,
77-0137, 77-0138, and F-15B 77-0165

All aircraft were coded "HO' with blue fin-tips. 77-0137 was marked ‘7th TFS". The following call signs were used during arrival:
Sanyo 11-16 (137/130/133/078/132/122) and Sanyo 21-26 (119/099/138/165/136/134).

Gilze-Rijen has always offered unparallelled opportunities to take great photographs during deployments due to the proximity of
the taxitrack to the airfield’s perimeter fence. The photograph shown above was taken outside the base on 29 May and shows
F-15A 77-0132/HO, one of the ‘Coronel Mescalero’ participanis. (Jan van Waarde)
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CORONET SCOUT - Gilze-Rijen 29 May 1987 — 24 June 1987

1987’s deployment went to Gilze-Rijen; on 27 May twelve F-15As of 8th TFS/49th TFW amived at the Dutch base, two days late as
the supporting tankers could not take-off due to heavy tornado activity in Kansas. Initially the deployment was pianned to consist of
eighteen or even 24 aircraft but this was later scaled down to just a dozen. Again, as in 1986, all support aircraft landed at
Soesterberg. The squadron participated in various exercises like 'Central Enterprise’ and "Grey End’ (between 10 & 12 June) and
a Taceval; on 4 June alone 47 missions were flown! All aircraft returned home to New Mexico on 24 June

8th TFS/49th TFW: 77-0081, 77-0110, 77-0111, 77-0114, 77-0116, 77-0117, 77-0118, 77-0120, 77-0126, 77-0143, 77-0144,
77-0145

Ali were F-15As with'HO' codes and yellow fin-tips. 77-0118 was marked '8th TFS'. The aircraft used the following call signs upon
arrival: ‘Dent 11-16 (118/110/126/116/081/120) and ‘Dent 21-27" (114/143/144/145/117/111). Oddly enough ‘Dent 26 did not
arrive; this aircraft aborted and was replaced by one of the air-spares, Dent 27". The aircraft departed using call signs ‘Ash 71-18,

The commanding officer of 8th TFS ‘owned' this F-15A, 77-0118/HQO, which is seen here taxiing back fo its shelter after a mission
from Gilze-Rijen on 1 June. Below: 77-0081/HO landing on the same date (Jan van Waarde)

21-26 (tie-ups unknown).
Support aircraft involved (all landed at Soesterberg):

21may C-141B 65-9410 62nd MAW  MAC18011
26may C-141B 65-0220 43TthMAW  MACS50220
C-141B 65-0231 80thMAW  MACS50231
C-141B 66-0138 43Tth MAW MACE0138
29may C-141B 66-0139 unit nn MAC60139
11jun C-141B 66-0152 43Tth MAW  MACE0152
17jun C-141B 66-0209 437th MAW
22jun C-141B 65-0237 62nd MAW
23jun C-141B 67-0017 437th MAW
24jun C-141B 65-0237 62nd MAW
C-141B 67-0014 437th MAW
25jun C-141B 65-0217 437th MAW

CORONET TRIGGER - Soesterberg 31 May 1990 — 25 June 1990

1990 marked the first year that 33rd TFW from Eglin AFB (FL) was
involved in deployments to the Netherlands. On 31 May ten F-15Cs
and two F-15Ds armmived from Eglin. After an uneventful deployment,
they left for home again on 25 June.

60th TFS/33rd TFW: F-15Cs 85-0117, 85-0118, 85-0123,
86-0145, 86-01586, 86-01865,
86-0166, 86-0175, 86-0176,
B6-0177,
and F-15Ds 85-0132, 85-0134,

All were coded ‘EG’ and had red fin-tips. 85-0118 wore markings
for the 33rd TFW commander and carmried the name ‘Gulf Spirit'.
While operating from Soesterberg the aircraft used 'Cagey and
‘Duke’ call signs, upon departure they used 'Total 71-16, 21-26
but tie-ups remain unknown. F-15C 85-0118/EG was the wing commander’s aircraft: it is

seen here at Soesterberg on 7 June. (Jan van Waarde)
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A 400mm lens was needed to calch this F-15C, 85-0117/EG, during landing at Soesterberg on 7 June {Jan van Waarde)

Support aircraft were as follows:

29may
30may

01jun
11jun

25jun
26jun

C-141B 65-0228
C-141B 67-0011
C-141B 67-0014
C-141B 61-2778
C-141B 66-7953
KC-135E 58-0041
C-141B 64-0610
C-141B 64-0612
C-141B 64-0613
C-141B 67-0014

62nd MAW

437th MAW

unit not noted
438th MAW

438th MAW

72nd ARS AFRES
438th MAW

438th MAW

437th MAW

437th MAW

CORONET BULLET - Gilze-Rijen 12 June 1990 — 9 July 1990

In June 1990 Gilze-Rijen was the scene of a double deployment. Both 7th TFS and 8th TFS deployed to Holland around the same
time, but both deployments had different names. ‘Coronet Bullet' was the 7th TFS deployment. The arrival on 12 June did not go
entirely as planned as 77-0096 suffered a hydraulic failure and asked for the barrier to be put up. The pilot thought the cable would
be at the approach end of the runway while in fact it was on the other end of the runway. Thinking he had missed the barrier he
applied full brakes shortly after touch-down following which the brakes locked and a tyre blew. The aircraft then ran off the runway,
causing four aircraft (089/091/102/152) 1o divert to Soesterberg. These aircrafl flew over to Gilze-Rijen on 14 and 15 June. Only ten
aircraft flew back home on 9 July; 77-0089 and 77-0091 stayed behind and acled as air-spares for the re-deployment of the
‘Coronet Shooter’ deployment on 11 July. As they were not needed they landed at Soesterberg and departed for the USA on 12 July

together with four ex 32nd TFS F-15s which were being reassigned

7th TFS/49th TFW:

Part of t

usually

MAC101VS
MAC103VS

MAC104VS
Mashg3

MAC202VS
MAC201VS
MAC204VS
MACZ203VS

F-15As 77-0078, 77-0086, 77-0089, 77-0091, 77-0096, 77-0097, 77-0099, 77-0100, 77-0102,
77-0148, 77-0152 and F-15B 77-0159.

he ‘Coronet Shooter’ deployment was this F-15A, 77-0120/HO, seen here crossing the threshold at Gilze-Rijen AB on 22
June. At Gilze-Rijen, the public road is so close lo the airfield's fence that traffic has to be stopped to allow planes to land! This

allows for some great photo opportunities
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All aircraft were coded ‘HO'. 77-0086 had a multi-coloured fin-tip and carried marks for the 49th TFW commander; the aircraft was
named “City of Alamogordo’. All other aircraft had blue fin-tips, but 77-0097 aiso carried special markings for the 7th TFS C/O. The
following were the call signs used during arrival: ‘Devon 11-16" (097/148/086/099/078/158) and 27-26" (7/7/7/096/102/100)
followed by the departure call sign ‘Birdie 11-16" (097/099/100/2/096/102) and '21-26" (086/148/078/152/?/?). For support aircraft
see under Coronet Shooter.

CORONET SHOOTER - Gilze-Rijen 14 June 1990 — 11 July 1990

On 14 June another twelve F-15s arrived at Gilze-Rijen, this time 8th TFS was involved. This meant that for a few weeks in June,
Holland housed 36 Eagles on deployment! Other deployments in Europe al the end of June included twelve A-Ts of 174th TFS to
Brustem in Belgium and seven more ANG A-Ts at Spangdahlem. All these aircraft participated in NATO exercise ‘Central

8th TFS flew the squadron’s flagship over to Holland; the aircraft is seen taxying to the active runway at Gilze-Rijen on 22 June
1990. The markings only differed slightly from the aircraft’s previous visit. (Jan van Waarde)

Enterprise’. Only eleven aircraft departed for home on 11 July; 77-0142 (call sign Kosin 66) diverted to Soesterberg on that day
(together with two aircraft from the 'Coronet Bullet’ deployment; it finally left for home on 19 July together with some former 32nd TFS
F-15s that were being redeployed.

Bth TFS/49th TFW: 76-0064, 77-0081, 77-0088, 77-0098, 77-0114, 77-0118, 77-0119, 77-0120, 77-0142, 77-0144, 77-0149,
77-0151

All were F-15As coded ‘HO' and carried yellow fin-tip colours. 77-0118 carried special marks for the 8th TFS C/O. The following call

signs were used during arrival: "Konac 51-56" (118/081/114/088/151/142), 61-63' (144/119/149) and '66-68' (064/120/098), the
of 67 and 68 would suggest that these were air-spares. The following were the call signs used during th departure:

‘Kosin 51-56" (118/114/098/119/151/149) and '67-66 (144/088/120/064/081/142).

Support:

08jun C-141B 64-0643 60thMAW MAC40643

11jun  KC-135E 56-3623 336thARS Redb67

12jun  C-141B 66-0182 63rd MAW

13jun C-141B 65-0231 60thMAW MAC111VS
C-141B 66-0201 445th MAW MACTO7VS
C-141B 66-7957 63rd MAW MACT06VS

14jun C-141B 65-0268 60thMAW MACTI2VS
C-141B 65-9398 63rd MAW MAC59398

09jul C-141B 66-0159 62nd MAW MAC205VS
C-141B 67-0018 62nd MAW MAC206VS

10jul C-141B 66-0165 62nd MAW MACZ07VS

11jul C-141B 65-0258 62nd MAW MAC208VS
C-141B 65-9398 63rd MAW MAC215VS

i 83rd F-15C 84-0030/EG at Soesterberg during the small spolter’s day on
:i}ﬁ: g_:::g gig;g: szmmm MAC207VS 10 June 1992. Although no fin-stripe is carried, the 60th FS
16ju} C-141B 66-0198 B83rd MAW MAC218VS squadrOﬂ badge is located on the intake. fJaﬂ van Wﬂafd&)

CORONET VOLUNTEER - Soesterberg 9 June 1992 - 1 July 1992

On 9 June Soesterberg was host to the second deployment from Eglin AFB (FL), and again the twelve Eagles involved were from
60th FS. However, not all carried full 60th FS markings on arrival and those that did not, were actually repainted during the unit’s stay
at Soesterberg, a first for a deployment to the Netherlands. Both 85-0099 and 85-0104 carried a MiG-kill below the cockpit. Capt
Lawrence E Pitts shot down a MiG-25 over Iraq in 85-0099 on 19 January 1991 and Capt Anthony E Schiavi shot down a MiG-23 on
26 January 1991 while flying 85-0104. Both pilots used a Sparrow missile to achieve the Kill. A low-key spotter’s day was organized
at Soesterberg on 10 June. The small static display contained both Battle Damage Repair Training airframes present at Soester-
berg at the time: F-4C 63-7453 (still in 171st FIS marks) and F-15A 73-0091 (no mks), as well as F-15Cs 79-0030/- of 32nd FS
(departed Soesterberg on 23 June, for reassignment to Tyndall AFB) and 84-0030/EG. Other aircraft placed on the static were
Alouette lll A-514 (in an all-white scheme) and CL13B Sabre N30CJ of CJ Inc, which was al Soesterberg for target-towing duties.
All 33rd FW aircraft returned home on 1 July.
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B0th FS/33rd FW:  F-15Cs 84-0030, 85-0095, 85-0097, 85-0099%, 85-0104°, 85-0111, 85-0113°, 85-0116, 85-0120", 85-0123,
and F-15DS 85-0132, 85-0134.

All aircraft were coded 'EG’; upon arrival the aircraft marked * still carried 58th FS marks, but these were changed to 60th FS marks
within a few days. Interestingly three of these (except 85-0113) reverted to their old 58th FS marks again shortly after returning to
Eglin AFB. 85-0099 and 85-0104 carried a MiG-kill. The call signs used during arrival were: ‘Craw 171-176 (099/097/116/104/030/
132) and 181-186' (095/113/123/111/134/120). Call signs used during the return flight were ‘Retro 11-16"and ‘21-26, but tie-ups
remain unknown. Support aircraft present during the deployment were:

O04jun C-141B 66-0194 437th AW

09jun C-130H 74-1673 463rd AW Reach1629
C-141B 65-0218 437th AW MAC103CE
C-141B 67-0002 437th AW MAC105CE

01jul C-141B 66-0201 63rd AW Reach60201

02jul C-58B 84-0061 436th AW

CORONET HAVOC - Gilze-Rijen 8 June — 7 July 1993

The final USAF 'Coronet’ deployment was also one of the more interesting ones: in 1993 415th FS/49th FW was equipped with the
F-117A Nighthawk, and at the time this stealth aircraft was still very much of an enigma and created an enormous amount of interest
amongst the media, and not only the aircraft spotters fraternity. This was evidenced by the fact that, upon arrival of the aircraft on 8
June, the roads near the base’s approach were absolutely jam-packed with hundreds of spectators all coming to see the 'Stealth
bomber’. An enterprising Dutchman had even taken the opportunity to set up a mobile snack bar in order to make some money out
of the whole event!

Anyway, the F-117s took part in NATO exercise 'Central Enterprise’ during their stay. During the first week of their deployment the F-
117s flew during the daytime in order to get acquainted to the Dutch weather and operating procedures, after that they started flying
from the late afternoon until early in the night, with the final aircraft usually landing around 0200 hrs.

Towards the end of the deployment 83-0808 had suffered a bird strike and was not able to depart with the other aircraft; it was kept
company by 83-0807. The other six aircraft departed for Khamis Mushayt AB in Saudi Arabia on 7 July, for another tour of duty in the
Middle East (they would finally return to New Mexico in February 1994). The two stragglers flew to RAF Lakenheath on 20 July (as
Slip 83 & 84), from where they continued to Khamis Mushayt as well on 21 July.

415th FS/49th FW: 81-10797 83-0807 83-0808 84-0812 85-0830 85-0836 86-0823 86-0839

All were coded '"HO' but did not wear any fin-tip colours. The call signs used during arrival were: ‘Clan 51-56° and '671-66. The call
signs used by the six aircraft that departed on 7 July were ‘Slip 71-74 and 81-82 but tie-ups remain unknown for these as well.

Support:

07jun C-141B 65-0251 60th AW Reach50251
DC-8-62 N7T2CA Rich International Reach218

08jun C-141B 65-9411 438th AW Reach120CE
C-141B 66-0160 60th AW ReachB0160

09jun C-141B 63-8086 62nd AW Reach38086
C-141B 65-0220 438th AW Reach122CE

24jun C-130E s 86th AW

28jun C-130E 69-6583 86th AW

07jul C-141B 65-0276 438th AW Reach42119
DC-8-63 N4935C Rich International Reach617

08jul C-141B 66-0182 63rd AW Reach520CE
C-141B 66-7944 60th AW Reachb519CE

09jul C-141B 65-0230 60th AW Reach50230
C-141B 66-7947 438th AW Reach518CE

Two F-117s taxiing to the active runway at Gilze-Rijen on 9 June, clearly showing off the unmistakabie stealthy shape of the
Nighthawk. (Stephan de Bruifn)
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Sometimes called the Ferrari under the microlights, the CTSW is the latest version of the Flight Design CT family, with shorter

wings than its predecessor the CT2K, hence the SW suffix. Currently, it is probably the most popular type in ils class, especially
in the USA where it is the best selling aircraft in the newly established LSA (Light Sports Aircraft) class. At the moment over 900
of the type have been sold worldwide, but as far as we know this ML 105 is the only military example.

This year, on 8 October, the Indian Air Force commemorates
its 75th birthday. Part of the celebrations for this Piatinum
Jubilee was a Round the World Microlight Expedition, with the
attempt 1o set a new record in this FAl class (class R). Up until
then, the record was held by Briton Colin Bodill, who set it at 99
days in 2000.

Especially 16r this expedition_atwB-seal Flight DésMgnaISW
was bought. The choice for ghis type of aircraft was mainly that
it had the longest range fgf @ microlight. But apar from te
standard range. this pas€ular aircraft was modified by the
manufacturer especia y for this record attempt. They add it
lighter, while it was aiso equipped with & different p
and.special equipmefl

The aircraft Was ffow designated as a 'CTSW Advance 207
and registered g5 ML-105. It would fly the complete expedition
using call sign IFC407.

After a preparation’of over three years, the aircraft left Hindon
Air Force Station in the early morning of 1 June 2007, heading
eastbound. The crew consisted of two persons, Wing
Commander Monga, normally flying the Mi-25
and Lama, as commander and pilot, and Wing
Commander Kumar, in daily life a MiG-21 jock,
as navigator. The schedule at this point, though
admittingly rather optimistic, was for a trip of 64
days.

The expedition

The first legs of the journey were rather
uneventful, reaching Myanmar on the second
day, but on the third day the first setback came
along when bad weather forced the crew to tum
back to Yangon, Myanmar. In general, every day
two legs would be flown, each around 500 to
600 kilometres although longer distances were
flown later on. The next days some distance
was made again, making stops in Thailand and
Vietnam before landing at Haikou in China on
day 6. Here the heavy rains forced a delay of four
days before they could continue to Guangzhou.
But again the weather played havoc, forcing an
unplanned stay of another four days before they

~~point_But from here the crew wouldieplil
“Commercial aifines to Alaska, as the RusSgn ATC only

(all photos Minster-Osnabruck, 6 August 2007, Jurgen van Toor)

was lost and later again in Dalian and Shenyang. Major
problem in China was that local authorities did not allow them
to take another route to bypass the bad weather. The only
exception was eventually made when heavy cross winds
prevented them from landing at Ghangcnun after which they
were allowed tg. dwer {0 ang, bot only after the crew
officially declared an emerge

__Finally, ofi 23 June, they reachec Russia where they landed at
Khabafovsk. Due to not taking

e scheduled rest days in
Chinaj they were only seven day§ behind schedule-at this
ith Kumar flying on

speaks Russian and it is mandatory to have anilerpratgr on
board while flying above Russian soil. But agdin the Wéather
piayed up, including very heavy snow; fercing longer stays than
planned at Nikolaevsk (3 days) and Magadan- (4 days). But the
hospitality in Russia was greal as they discovered later when
in northern Russia - in the absence of any hotels - they were
invited to sleep with local families and fishermen.

The crew of this record breaking expedition; Wing Commander Monga on the

could continue to Fuzhou where another day left and Wing Commander Kumar on the right.
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With a delay at that time of twelve days, Wing Commander
Monga crossed the Bering Strait on the moming of 6 July and
reached Nome in Alaska, where he was joined again with
Kumar.

And again weather conditions worsened, forcing the crew to
stay at Anchorage for five days before they could continue into
Canada and mainland USA. The remainder of the expedition
through the USA went relatively smooth, although a completely
different route was taken than planned to evade more bad
weather, flying close to the Mexican border before turning north
again towards New York state, leaving the USA again on 25
July, when they landed at Toronto in Canada. From here the
weather worsened again, especially by the time they had
reached Iqaluit in the far north, flying extremely low sometimes
to keep below the overcast. In Iqaluit the crew would split for a
second time. Kumar would use commercial airlines again to
fly to the UK to make room in the aircraft for extra fuel and
survival equipment for the Transatlantic crossing which
Monga would fly solo.

The first leg was to Nuuk in Greeniand on 1 August, which
Monga flew alone, despite a trio of French helicopters that flew
the same route on the same day. The next day a cross-country
flight to Kulusuk, on the other side of the island, was
undertaken. This became a real adventure, as the aircraft had
to fly up to 11,000 feet to keep clear of the mountains. But when
you have no vision as the windows are completely covered
with ice, and even your airspeed indicator is frozen, with the
knowledge the mountains around you are only some 500 feet
below you.....

- - = g

At Halton ML105 was parked inside the hangar of the local
aeroclub, where it was in good company of another CT stan-
ding right behind it. (Halton, 6 August 2007, Mike Jefferies)

But nevertheless on the same day the expedition was
continued to Reykjavik, Iceland. Here the weather prohibited a
departure on the 3rd again, but the next day Monga left Reykja-
vik for the Vagar, Faroer Islands but was forced by bad weather
to divert lo Hornafjordur in the remole south west of Iceland. By
this time the expedition was running 16 days behind
schedule.

On Sunday, 5 August the CTSW left Hornafjordur again, but
now for a flight which would bypass Vagar and head straight
for the UK. This flight, which included some 900 kilometres
overseas was largely flown in formation with the French
helicopter trio which were travelling to Wick, whose crew
apparently had become a bit wiser compared to a few days
before. Monga himself continued to Lossiemouth. Here Wing
Commander Kumar joined the expedition again, which
departed 1.5 hours later for a 750 kilometres flight down to
RAF Halton where they stayed for the night, this way skipping
Norwich which was on the original planning.

Next day they continued to Germany where, after a stop at
Munster-Osnabruck, they arrived at Eggersdorf near Berlin
late in the afternoon. Eggersdorf is home to a Flight Design
maintenance facility - and also all test flights of new-built
aircraft are done here. Technicians from the company were
awaiting them in order to have the aircraft serviced overnight,
so they could continue their journey on Tuesday. This was not
to happen; the servicing took more time than expected. Also
bad weather in southern Germany delayed the expedition

Scamble goes India! Well... at least this Scramble slicker is
going to make the journey lo the far east after being glued to
the aircraft by Wing Commander Kumar,

again, with the next stop, Friedrichshafen, only being reached
on Sunday, 12 August.

To make up for some of the lost time, the next leg on the 13th,
would be non-stop to Rome-Ciampino, skipping Samedan in
Switzerland. On the 14th the aircraft departed for Greece, but
due to some minor mechanical problem, the aircraft had to
divert to Latina, just south of Rome, but was able to continue to
Kerkyra at Corfu, Greece after a couple of hours.

The remainder of the journey through Greece, Turkey and Iran
was uneventful, giving the opportunity to make up some of the
lost time. This was even further uplifted as permission from
the Pakistan government was received to fly over Pakistan
territory, avoiding the need to fly south to Muskat and cros the
Indian Ocean to India - which would be another 1000+ km
overseas flight. Karachi in Pakistan was reached on 18
August, and the same day the first stop on Indian soil was
made when they landed at Bhuj. On the 19th they concluded
the expedition when they landed at Hindon AFS at 16:21 local
time. A new world record was set, now standing at 80 days, a
nice bul probably unintentional tribute to Jules Verne.

New plans

But the crew already has new plans; next year they are trying to
get another expedition started, this time to set a new record for
a pole-to-pole flight, although they understand the CTSW
probably is nol the type of aircraft suited for that. But plans are
to aquire another two to three CTSWs, mainly for desk
personnel to stay current.

Leaving Munster-Osnabriick again for another leg....
http://www.scramble.nl/forum/viewtopic.php?t=34248
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One of only three built, the PZL MD-12 was meant to be a successor to the Lisunov Li-2 with LOT, but development stopped after

the first prototype crashed in 1963. The MD-12F on display in the museum is fitted out for aerial photography and was the third

aircraft built.

With more and more low cost airlines flying directly to Krakow,
it becomes very interesting to pay a visil to this beautiful town
on the Wisla river in southern Poland (not yet discovered by the
large tourist crowds). Apart from the town itself, in the
neighbourhood more tourist attractions can be found, like the
Auschwitz concentration camp, the salt mines in Wieliczka or
Zakopane village in the Tatra mountains. And last but not least
the Polish Aviation Museum (or Muzeum Lotnictwa), an abso-
lute must-visit for the military aviation enthousiast, which is
located in the suburb of Nowa Huta, just to the east of Krakow
centre, on the grounds of Rakowice-Czyzyny airfield (see
frame on the next page).

The museum was
founded during 1963, ope-
ning its doors for the first
time in 1964 and has been
expanding ever since. But
i as with most museums

money is the major issue

here, especially since it is
no longer funded by the national government or the air force,
now relying on funding from local governments and entrance
fees. But in contrast to most other ‘national museums’, the
Muzeum Lotnictwa does not limit itself to aspects of Polish
aviation, but considers itself as a ‘generic aviation museum’,
As such it is glad to have the Saab Draken and Viggen on
display. but also a large collection of civil aircraft and gliders,
and it has some more weslern types like the Phantom and
Starfighter on its wish list. And besides the list of aircraft below,
it also has a large collection of around 200 aeronautical
engines on display, ranging from the 1908-vintage Antoinette
V8 to the more modem jet turbines. Currently the museum
attracts around 40,000 visitors every year, which is boosted by
another 40,000 during the yearly Aviation Picknick.

Malopolski Piknik Lotniczy

Every year the museum organises the “Little Poland Aviation
Picknick”. This picknick, including a small airshow, is usually
held the last weekend of June at the north western part of the
former airfield, using the western part of the old runway.
Smaller aircraft, up to the size of the L-410, even land here, but
apart from these sometimes larger aircraft take part in the
airshow itself. For more info please check
http://www.pikniklotniczy. krakow.pl.

(Krakow, 9 June 2007, Hans Hoogers)
Museum layout

The museum is situated on the southem part of Rakowice
airfield, with the entrance from the Al. Jana Pawila Il (John Paul
Il Street). When entering the museum the first aircraft you will
see are the stored Lims behind one of the hangars. After you
pass the counter you have the main outside exhibition in front
of you. The aircraft here are arranged in a triangular form
around a grass field, generally allowing for decent
photography. From the entrance turning left you have a small
hangar which houses the WWI collection. Behind this hangar
is another small hangar, in use as a workshop, with the last
hangar in this row used by the police detachment whose
helicopter flies from the small grass field just in front of the
hangar. When larger helicopters are visiting they generally
use the grass field in the middle of the outside exhibition.

To the right of the entrance is the main hangar which houses
the WWII and 1950s collection. In the back of this hangar a
small door will lead you to another building. In one part of this
building the engine collection is housed, while the other part
is used for the pre-WWI collection. Like with most museums,
space is scarce, but in Krakow the aircraft in general are more
seperated then in most major museums, sSo even inside
photography is possible. Only in the pre-WWI hangar it is rat-
her dark so you need a good flashlight here.

Leaving the large hangar you turn right again for the last stored
aircraft, though you need permission the enter these grounds
to see them all as some are obscured by trees and buildings.

For opening times and ticket prices, check their website at
http://www.muzeumlotnictwa.pl/indexen.php.

The following log was from a visit early June 2007;

Outside

35520/14 J3sJ Swed AF 35520
36954/54 AJSF37 Swed AF 36954
87916 A-37B VPAAF 43063
00852 F-5E VPAAF R.1033
“6" Mi-4ME LMWprob ex 617, 06175
2004 MiG-15UTI LMW 27004
018 SBLim-2M LMW 1A-06018
72 IL-28R WLOP 41909
S3 IL-28U WLOP 69216
027 Li-2T WLOP 18439102
712 Lim-1 WLOP 1A-07012
1230 Lim-2 WLOP 1B-01230
1023 Lim-5 WLOP 1C-1023
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Rakowice-Czyzyny H25 MGZIR
The hmlory of Rakowice airporl can be traced back to the late 1247 MiG-21U-400
nineteenth century when a balloon detachment from the 9349 MIG-21UM
Austro-Hungarian army was based here, strategically loca- 4401 MiG-21US
ted near the border between the Austrian and Russian empi- 120 MIG-23MF
res. In 1912 the first ‘real’ aircraft could be seen here with the 4242 Su-20
headquarters of the Flugpark 7, an Austrian unit, making it 3005 Su-22M-4
one of the oldest permanent airfields on the European con- 304 Su-22UM-3K
tinent still in use as such. During the First World War it was 806 Su-7BKL
heavilly used, first for the defence of Krakow castie and later 06 Su-7BM

as a training and repair facility. After the war, the Polish Mili- 116 Su-7U

1918, making it the first official airbase in the newly created 1007 TS-11 bis B
Polish republic. And a week later the first Polish aviation unit 3078 VEB-14P

was formed here, the "1 Eskadra Bojowa' (1st Combat Squa- 037 Yak-40

dron). In the inter war years it was also used commercially, SP-LHB Tu 134A
already starting in 1917 when it became a staging point for SP-PBL MD-12F

the airmail route between Vienna and Kiev/Odessa, the first “0603" PZL M-15
such scheduled service in Europe. After the Germans SP-PRC PZL-105
occupied this part of Poland in 1939, they enlarged the air- SP-PRD PZL-105
base and used il for moving supplies to the eastern front. SP-KFB PZL-108A
After the war it was returned to the Polish military, although it SP-PCB PZL-130

was again used as a combined airfield with LOT flying sche- SP-PCE PZL-130TC-1
duled services from here. Bul for political reasons a steel Small hangar

mill was erected on this side of Krakow, including a com- G ch M.15
plete new township (Nowa Huta, litteraly 'New Steel Mill'), so %51297”5 Alﬂgorowc M
by the early 1960s the airfield was completely surrounded by m 114 Alga:ios H'1
residential areas, making it neccesary for both the military C.12250/17 A :m?é i
and LOT to move operations to the newly created Balice air- C 17077/17 D\;W C5

port, west of Krakow, with the last LOT aircraft leaving Rako- OL 1545917 Halberstadt CLII
wice in 1963, This made room for the new museum taking O BooAND LEG Roland A
over some of the hangars on the southside of the airfield. y MRS
Today, besides the museum, the police uses a hangar right B.350/17 {":vG Bl'“F 1
next to the museum where it has one Kania based, while 371-2%; 15 Al?amt? 8.1l
part of the old runway still exists a couple of hundred meters SP-BNU RWaD c:g '
north of the museum, which is occasionally used for light ¢ '
aviation, especially when the yearly aviation picknick is Storage compound
organised by the museum. 014 SBLim-2
1414 Lim-5R WLOP 1C-1414 035 SBLim-2

105 Lim-6bis WLOP 1F-0105 1508 Lim-5

606 Lim-6M WLOP 1D-0606 415 Lim-5

618 Lim-6MR WLOP 1D-0618 1910 Lim-5R

0216 Mi-2 WLOP 530216116 2009 MiG-21PF
6048 Mi-2Ch WLOP 516048049 | 6513 MiG-21PFM
511 Mi4A WLOP 15114 6614 MiG-21PFM
304 MiG-15UTI WLOP 3404 807 Su-7BKL

905 MiG-19PM WLOP 650905 | 01 Su-78M
809/C MiG-21F-13 WLOP 740809 Maintenance hangar

9204 MiG-21bis WLOP 75089204 “012" TS-11 bis DF
2003 MIG-21M WLOP 962003 _

6504 MIG-21MF wLOP 966504 Main hangar

9107 MiG-21MF WLOP 969107 SM411 Spitfire LF.XVie
1901 MiG-21PF WLOP 761901 “T8209 DH82

2004 MiG-21PF WLOP 762004 42-98643 L-5

On display in the far corner of the so-called "MIG Alley” is this MiG-21F-13 8089.
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WLOP 94MLO1
WLOP 94R021125
WLOP 661217
WLOP 516999349
WLOP 01685144
WLOP 0390217120
WLOP 6602
WLOP 23005
WLOP 17532368304
WLOP 7806
WLOP 5306
WLOP 2116
WLOP 1H-0730
WLOP 1H-1007
WLOP 14803078
WLOP 9510238
LOT 3351809
0004

15006-01

0089002

0091003

07810131

003

00930011

Imp. Russ. Ny R11C.262
Lw fus only
Lw fus only, 10114
Lw fus only, 1996
Lw 473
Lw fus only, 1046
Lw fus only
Lw fus only
RFC fus only
PWL 10019
283

WLOP 1A-06014
WLOP 1A-06035
WLOP 1C-1508
WLOP 1C-0415
WLOP 1C-1910
WLOP 762009
WLOP 94A6513
WLOP 94A6614
WLOP 7807
WLOP 5301

WLOP probably 2012

as TB995, CBAF.IX3495
ID not confirmed

frame only, 76-884

(Krakow, @ June 2007, Hans Hoogers)



On display in the main hangar is a Curtiss Hawk Il from the Luftwaffe. Two of these American airplanes were purchased by the
Germans and than used lo lest dive-bombing for the Stuka's. The aircraft on display wears markings for the Olympic games held

in Berlin in 1936.

The German collection

In June 1936 the 'Deutsche Luftfahrtsammiung’ was
opened in Berlin in the Moabit district. This museum was
based on an aircraft collection from Stuttgart that had moved
to Berlin. Sometimes it is also named "The Goering Collec-
tion", refering to Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering, but
whether this was only for propaganda purposes or Goering
was really involved is still debated. By the late thirties it
probably was the largest aviation museum in the world with
somewhere between 110 and 125 aircraft and around 200
engines on show, including the large twelve-engined Dor-
nier Do X, the original red Fokker DR | flown by Manfred von
Richthofen, the original glider made by Otto Lilienthal and a
large collection of other pre-WWI and WWI aircrafl. After the
war started, these were augmented by aircraft from the
conquered countries. During the Second World War, the
museum at first largely escaped from the bombing raids on
Berlin conducted by the allied air forces. But it was only a
matter of time before the museum would be hit, so in June
and July 1943 the Germans evacuated around 100 of the
aircraft, moving them to Pomerania in current Poland and
hiding them on different locations in the Treplow area,
usually three to five aircraft per location. This was only just in
time as during November 1943, a raid on the nearby Lehrter
railway station destroyed the museum instead and with it all
remaining aircraft (including the Do X).

After the war only 24 aircraft were recovered by the Poles in
some train wagons (one of probably three trains used for the
evacuation), the remainder probably being destroyed or
"collected” by locals, although some people believe parts
may still survive in bamns or even on the bottom of a lake near
Prechlau.

The surviving aircraft were then slored somewhere in the
Krakow area, hidden even for Polish communist authorities,
probably saving them from destruction, only surfacing again
in the 1980s. Shortly thereafter in a bizarre, some say illegal,
deal the worlds only surviving Jeannin Stahltaube was
brought to Berlin, with the Germans restoring the Albatros Bll
which was then returned again to Krakow. Also the remains

(Krakow, April 2007, Manolito Jaarsma)

of a 1913-vintage Fokker Spin, captured by the nazis in May
1940 in Amsterdam, was returned to the Netherlands were it
was restored. It is currently on display in the Aviodrome in
Lelystad. Another aircraft from this collection is the PZL.11c
which actually belonged to the 121st Fighter Squadron of the
2nd Air Regiment based at Krakow-Rakowice when the
Germans invaded Poland in September 1938 and was later
taken to Berlin for inclusion in the Luftfahrtsammiung.

But during the last decades the Germans - up to the level of
national governments - have been pressing Poland to return
the remaining aircraft (at least those with a German
background) to Berlin for inclusion in the collection of the
Deutsches Technikmuseum. But so far the Polish have
refused this, stating "the aircraft were not taken from
Germany, but brought to Poland by the Germans them-
selves" and that "they are considered as compensation for
all Polish aeronautical collections destroyed by the nazis".
This probably will stay food for heated debate for years to
come.

i

Strange place to have a Vietnamese A-37B on display, but
this aircraft - together with the F-5 - was presented to Poland
by the Vietnamese government after the Vietnam war. It was
used for for examination, but the Polish technicians were only
interested in the engines and electronics and the fuselage
was barely rescued by the museum from being demolished
after those were removed from the airframe.

(Krakow, 9 June 2007, Hans Hoogers)
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51-14728
4

4/29
4316
8.63/2/K
81-123
0309

14

36

02

19

16
D-RIK
SP-AFO
SP-AFP
SP-ARM
SP-ASZ
SP-AKG
SP-FWH
SP-FXA
SP-GIL
SP-GLC
SP-LXH
SP-NXA
SP-PAK
SP-PBB
SP-PHN
SP-SAD
SP-SAP
SP-P600
SP-447
SP-167
SP-322
SP-552
SP-085
SP-1213
SP-1220
SP-1335
SP-1358
SP-1391
SP-1477
SP-1463
SP-1506
SP-1640
SP-1697
SP-1726
SP-2371/12

SP-2292

T-6G
Po-2LNB
Avia B-33
Mi-2URP
P1ic
PWS.26
TS-8
75-9
Tu-2S
Yak-11
Yak-17TW
Yak-18
Yak-23
Curtiss Hawk |l
Bu131B

L-4A

Z2-26

Yak-12M

RWD 21

PZL 104-35A
L-60

Gil BZ1

Cessna T50
Aero 145

L-200D

PZL M4P

PZL S-4
Pieniazek Kukulka
SM-1/300

SM-2

Swift S-3

WWS bis

WWS-2

IS-A

1S-1

1S-B

IS-C

SZD-6X

SZD- 8bis

SZD- 9bis

1S4

SZD-10bis
SZD-12A
SZD-17X
SZD-18
I1S-3
SZD-15
SZD-19
SZD-228B
Ly 408

as "49-2983", 168-87
WS 641-646
WLOP 3061
WLOP 564316105
WLOP 562
WLOP 81-123
WLOP 1E-0309
WLOP 13-9578

WLOP
WLOP 64236
WLOP 3120132
WLOP 9732
WLOP 1216
H.81
113
as "329233", 10524
640
5013
as “SP-BPE", 331
20890887
150723

1

5765
172011
171408
13

S202016
P-03/XP
as "SP-127, 127

003
011
144P
GD-009
069
114
P-231
017
124
W-89
179
211
270
299
P405

SP-2356 SZD-25A F-740
SP-2499 SZD-21 W-286
SP-2635/31 SZD-43 X-103
- Janowski J-3 Eagle “experimental”
Shed behind main hangar

MT141/12 Geest Mowe IV 4
D-EFRI Rumpler Etrich Taube

D-EKYQ FW Albatros L.101 245
D-INJR Me209V-1

D-OMIP Heinkel He 5F ID not confirmed
SP-AAA LWD Szpak 2 001
SP-GLB LWD Zuraw 026
SP-590 HWL Pegaz 1
SP-2463 SZD-27

AEG Wagner Eule
Levavasseur Anloinelte
Zurakowksi B2 4

Storage compound next to main hangar

fuselage only

5705 An-2T WLOP 1G157-05
1909 Lim-5R WLOP 1C-1909
SP-LXC Aero Super 45 03002
SP-TNA Aero 145 172006

The An-2 was later seen in the maintenance hangar, where at
that time a temporary exhibifion was put up.

Not in the log is Me109G6 “red 3" (c/n 163306), which is rented
from the White Eagle Foundation in Warsaw from time to time,
but was nol present during our visit,

Thanks to Piotr Lopalewski for his hospitality

Pride of the pre-war Polish aviation industrie was the PZL
P1lic (Krakow, 9 June 2007, Hans Hoogers)

The SBLim-2 was the Polish licence built MiG-15UTI but with the engine of the MiG-15bis. Some, like this 2004, were later
converted to SBLim-2A for use as an artillery-reconnaissance aircraft.

(Krakow, April 2007, Manolito Jaarsma)
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last SF260AM will be phased oul by the end of 2008,

Since the mid 1970s, the SIAl - Marchetti SF260 has been
responsible for the screening and primary training of pilots on
single-engine aircraft for all military aviation units in Italy.
These Marchettis are flying with 70° Stormo of the Aeronautica
Militare Italiana (AMI), and are based at Latina. After more
than thirty years of service it was decided to replace the ageing
AM-models with newly-built updated examples. This is a good
reason for us to have a look at the past and the future of the
SF260 within the AMI, and present a brief history of Latina as
the home base for the flying school

Latina airbase

The story of Latina Airbase began on 28 March 1938 when the
airfields of Cisterna, Sezze and Terracina closed. Because of
these closures there was a requirement for a new airfield south
of Rome. The new base was named after Enrico Comani, an
ltalian aviator who died on 2 February 1938 above the Atlantic
Ocean, between the island of Natal and Brazil during his
attempts to fly around the world.

From 1938 until 1943 “Scuola Volo Senza Visibilita" (S.V.S.V.),
school for flying without visual range, was based at Latina. For
this role the Savoia-Marchetti 79, a three engined bomber
plane, was used to train pilots for missions with good and poor
visibility.

In 1943 the role of training base was relinquished and fighter
squadrons were based here for operations in World War 1.
After the war, the base did not house any operational unit until
1955. In that year, the airbase reverted to its original role, the
training of pilots. This time, the main mission was muiti-engine
training on the Beech C-45 Expeditor and the Douglas C-47
Dakota. The pilots who attended the "Scuola Adestramento
Plurimotori” (S.A.P.) came from the basic flying training school
at nearby Frosinone.

In 1962 the name of the training squadron was changed from
S.A.P. to “Scuola Volo Basico Avanzato Elica® (S.V.B.A.E) or
Advanced Propeller Flying School. The main reason for this
change was that the pilots, just as today, were trained for all

Melchior Timmers
Thijs van der Laaken

With the introduction of the new grey SF260EAs, the bright orange SF260AMs are being sold to privale owners worldwide. The

(Latina , 29 May 2007, Melchior Timmers)

military aviation units within ltaly. For this new task the two
Dakota varants were outdated and newly-buill P166Ms
entered service with 70° Stormo to replace them. The main
mission of 70° Stormo changed from advanced flying training
to basic flying training and selection of new pilots for the
various aviation units in Italy. To better accomplish the
mission, the P148 entered service in 1974 and the P166Ms
were transferred to other units within the ltalian Air Force. This
change was only short lived as in 1976 the SF260AM touched
down at Latina for the first time. From 1976 onwards this mo-
del of the SF260 was used for the screening of pilots and for
basic flying training. Nowadays the old SF260 models have
been withdrawn from use and the newer model, the SF260EA,
is used for these tasks.

F260

The first prototype of what was to become the F260 was
known as the F250, it was designed by ing. Stelio Frati. This
aircraft was equipped with a 250 hp Lycoming engine and was
built by local aircraft manufacturer Aviamilano. Because of the
250hp engine, the aircraft was called F250 and its first flight
was on 15 July 1964

The design was very modern for thal the lime, featuring a low
wing, good visibility from the cockpit and a retraclable under-
carriage. Despite a successiul first flight, the original design
was changed and the original engine was repiaced by a more
powerful 260 hp Lycoming engine, resulting in a better power-
to-weight ratio. This new engine prompted the aircraft to be
redesignated F260. Because no orders were placed for the
aircraft, Aviamilano decided to sell the licences to SIAI Mar-
chetti, who changed the designation to SF260 where the “S"
stands for SIAl Marchetti and the "F" refers to Ing. Stelio Frati.

Another two prototypes were built and various countries
evaluated the aircraft for possible acquisition, including the
AMI, who temporarily included one in their inventory in 1968.
Although some countries, like Belgium, placed orders, the AMI
returned their only aircraft, serial MM910086, to the factory.
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In 1975 the AMI again evaluated the SF2860 for possible
replacement of their ageing Piaggio P148s and this time the
evaluation resulted in an order for twenty aircraft. When the
first aircraft entered service in August 1976, the SF260 partly
replaced the Piaggio P148s flying with 207°Gruppo, part of the
70°Stormo, based at Latina airbase

After the first batch of twenty SF260AMs in 1976, a second
batch of thirteen aircraft followed in 1980, while the final batch
of thiteen aircraft was delivered in 1987. After the last
Marchetti deliveries, the final P148s were withdrawn from ser-
vice and stored at Latina.

in the years that followed, the SF260 proved itself as an excel-
lent trainer for basic flying, night flying, aerobatics and
formation flying. There is also the capability of adding a third
seal in the cockpit, but in this configuration the aircraft is not
suitable for aerobatics.

SF260EA

After almost 30 years of service, the ageing SF260AMs
needed replacement by an aircraft that came closer to aircraft
standards of the twenty-first century. After a study by the
ltalian department of defence, the decision was made to order
an al-new version of the SF260, presented by Alenia
Aermacchi, who had acquired SIAlI Marchetti in 1997. The
purchase of a similar aircraft as replacement had various
advantages, no changes to the infrastructure at Latina were
needed and support equipment like engine stands, tow bars,
tools etc could still be used.

Maiden flight of the SF260EA was on 21 October 2004 and
lasted over 70 minutes. This aircraft was the first of thirty that
were part of the contract that Alenia Aermacchi and the Italian
Air Force had signed earlier that year. After type certification,
first deliveries started in 2005 and were completed in the
summer of 2006, The first aircraft were used to train the
instructor pilots on the new trainer, and feedback from these
pilots resulted in some changes to the aircraft, like the flap
position during take-off, that initially was full flaps down. This
position resulted in unbalance during formation take-offs, and
was changed lo a setting of 25 degrees flap angle.

Although the new aircraft looks almost the same as the old
model on the outside, it is an all new aircraft on the inside.
Biggest changes were in the cockpil, with a whole new lay-out,
with extra warning indicalors in a more logical sequence and
mounted on a more logical place, and the re-arrangement of
all primary instruments in the so called "basic T~ lay-out. This
means that indicators like airspeed, attitude, altitude and

The badge of the 70° Stormo consists of an image of a mother
Eagle teaching her youngs to fly. The globe in the background
shows the world to discover when you can fly. The squadrons
statement “Pro Omnibus Unus™ means “One for all, all for
one” in English.

horizontal situation are in a basic arrangement. This lay-out is
one of the two standard arrangements that can be found in all
new-build aircraft worldwide. This makes transition to other
aircraft easier since the primary lay-out is the same. Part of the
modemisation of the aircraft was the addition of navigation
hardware for ILS (Instrument Landing System) and IFR (In-
strument Flight Rules) flights.

IFR flights make it possible to fly through bad weather and al
higher altitudes. The original SF260s were only certified for
VFR (Visual Flight Rules) flights which means that they flew at
a lower altitude and only when visibility was good. This was
one of the reasons that the Italilan SF260AMs were not seen
outside ltaly very often. For a better communication inside and
outside of the aircraft, a new radio system was included, The
final big advantage is the air-conditioning system for a belter
controlled cockpit ventilation. On the outside, the SF260EA is
recognizable by its grey colour scheme and two air-
conditioning outlets on both sides of the rear part of the
fuselage, just beneath the AMI roundel. The new navigation

Like the old models, the new Marchelti’s are wearing big squadron codes for belter recognition. In 2007 the last two of a tolal of 30

were being delivered to Latina

(29 May 2007, Melchior Timmers)
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Compared to the SF260AM, the SF260EA can be recognized by its small white antenna in front of the cockpit and the airco oullet

on both sides of the rear fuselage, just below the roundel.

hardware resulted in a small white antenna just in front of the
cockpit and one on the right-hand side of the lower rear part of
the fuselage.

With the introduction of the SF260EA, the SF260AMs are
being taken off charge and sold back to either Alenia
Aermacchi or private owners worldwide. During a visit to
Latina in May 2007, the first aircraft had already left and many
more were seen dismantlied and withoul AMI markings, ready
for transport to their new owner. With the phase-out of the last
operational SF260AM, MM54436, this characteristic Italian
bright orange trainer will leave the Aeronautica Militare Italiana
late 2008.

Serials
SF260
MMS1006 ntu, returned 1969

This SF260 was evaluated by the AMI from 1968, but was
returned to SIAl Marchetti in 1969 without further orders,

SF260AM

MM54418 70-25 std Latina 208/16-01 may07
MM54419 70-02 std Latina 216/16-02 may07
MM54420 70-03 dism Latina 217/16-03 may(07
MMS54421  70-04 223/16-04 mar(05
MM54422 70-05 236/16-05 may03
MM54423 70-06 std Latina 241/16-06 may07
MM54424  70-07 242/16-07 aug04
MM54425 70-10 stid Latina 245/16-08 may07
MM54426 SP-11 wio 01decB0 246/16-09

MM54427 70-12 wio oci82 255/16-10

MM54428 70-13 wio 20oct88 256/16-11

MM54429  70-14 257/16-12 sep03
MM54430 T70-15 wio 25novB8 258/16-13

MM54431 T70-16 std Latina 259/16-14 may07
MM54432 70-17 260/16-15 aug03
MM54433 70-20 std Latina 261/16-16 may07
MM54434  70-21 std Latina 262/16-17 may07
MM54435 70-22 263/16-18 sep0B6
MM54436 70-63 207°Gruppo 264/16-19 may07
MM54437 T70-24 std Latina 265/16-20 may07
MM54520 T70-26 678/40-001 dec06
MM54521(1) w/o 21mar83 679/40-002
MM54521(2) 70-27 wi/o 20jan00 664/40-002
MM54522 70-30 wlo 22jul94 680/40-003
MM54523  70-31 681/40-004 sep06
MM54524 70-32 682/40-005 dec94
MM54525 T70-33 dism Latina 683/40-006 may07
MM54526  70-34 684/40-007 dec06

MM54527
MM54528
MM54529
MM54530
MM54531
MM54532
MM55012
MM55013
MM55014
MM55015
MM55016
MM55017
MM55018
MM55019
MMS55020
MM55021
MMS55022
MM55023

SF260EA
MM55098
MM55099
CSX55100
MM55101
MM55102
MMS55103
MMS55104
MM55105
MM55106
MMS55107
MM55108
MMS55109
MM55110
MM55111
MM55112
MM55113
MMS55114
MMS55115
MM551186
MM55117
MMS55118
MM55119
MMS55120
MM55121
MM55122
MM55123
MM55124
MM55125
MM55126
MM55127
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70-35
70-36
70-37
70-40
70-41
70-42
70-43
70-44
70-45
70-46
70-47
70-50
70-51
70-52
70-53
70-54
70-55
70-56

70-02

70-10

70-13

70-16
70-17
70-20

70-23
70-25

70-33

dism Latina

wio 20jul87
dism Latina
dism Latina

o N26XD
dism Latina
sid Latina
to N260DX
dism Latina

sid Latina

dism Latina

207°Gruppo
207*Gruppo
311°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207*Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207" Gruppo

207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo

207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo
207°Gruppo

(Latina, 29 May 2007, Melchior Timmers)

685/40-008
686/40-009
687/40-010
688/40-011
689/40-012
690/40-013
736/40-014
737/40-015
738/40-016
741/40-017
742/40-018
743/40-019
744/40-020
745/40-021
746/40-022

may07
sep06

may07
may07
dec06
feb06
aug04
jul06
may07
feb03
jul0e
may07
sep06
may07
mar05
may07
sep06

6965/2060/EA001 may07
6966/2061/EA002 may07
6967/2062/EA003 may0D7
6968/2063/EA004 may07
6969/2064/EA005 may07
6970/2065/EA006 may07
6971/2066/EA007 may07
6972/2067/EA008 may(7
6973/2068/EAD09 may07
6974/2069/EA010 may07
6975/2070/EA011 may07
6976/2071/EA012 may07
6977/2072/EA013 may07
6978/2073/EA014 may07
6979/2074/EA015 may07
6980/2075/EA016 may07
6981/2076/EA017 may07
6982/2077/EA018 may07
6983/2078/EA019 may07
6984/2079/EA020 may07
6985/2080/EA021 may07
6986/2081/EAD22

6987/2082/EA023 may07
6988/2083/EA024 may07
6989/2084/EA025

6990/2085/EA026 may07
6991/2086/EA027 may07
6992/2087/EA028 may07
6993/2088/EA029 may07
6994/2089/EA030



An Argentinean Super Elendard banks away over the south atiantic.

This year sees the 25th anniversary of the Falklands/Malvinas
conflict. in commemoration of this, we can give you an inside
story about the missions of 2° Escuadrilla Aeronaval de Cazay
Ataque, the most feared enemy of the Royal Navy fleet during
this South Atlantic conflict in 1982. Please bear in mind that
this is an Argentinean account of the proceedings.

in November 1981, the Comando de Aviacién NavalArgentina/
Argentinean Naval Aviation Command (COAN) received the
first five planes out of a batch of fourteen Dassault Super
Etendards. These were acquired to replace the ageing
Douglas A-4Q Skyhawk as the principal ship-borne combat
aircraft. Following the commencement of training with the
Super Etendard on 30 March 1982, the main question was
when the unit would be able to use the AM-39 Exocet missile
operationally. The aim was to have the system operational
within one month, including fitting of weapons systems and
crew training. The visit of a specialized crew from
Aerospatiale, to take place by mid April, was taken into account
in this estimate. On 2 April, Operation "Rosario” , the landing at
the Falkland Islands/Malvinas, was accomplished.
Meanwhile, the study of new tactics to be used and briefings of
mission profiles with and without air refuelling also began.
Take off and landing distances were carefully studied,
contemplating possible operations from short runways such
as the one in Puerto Argentino/Port Stanley. A week later,
training missions were flown to study and train tactics against
the Argentinean destroyer “Hercules™ (D-A) of the "Sheffield”
class. It was decided to fly training missions in pairs in order
to minimize communications, so pilots were grouped in the
following way:

1st Frigate Caplain (FC) Colombo and Frigate Lieutenant
(FL) Macheteanz,

2nd Corvelte Cap.(CC) Bedacarratz and FL Mayora,

3rd CC Agotegaray and FL Mariani,

4th CC Curilovic and Lieutenant (LT) Barraza, and

5th CC Francisco and LT Collavino.

On 10 April, the first air refuelling test was done, working with
an Air Force KC-130H. The next day, the Weapon Cargo and
ANS (Attack and Navigation System) people finished the
verification and tests, following which the Exocet missile was
deemed operational.On 12 April, FL Mayora boarded the ARA
“Hercules™ as anattack tactics observer. Three days later, the
second pair flew a complete attack practice after refuelling
with a KC-130H located 250NM off the Espora Naval Aviation
Base (BACE), altacking the ARA “Santisima Trinidad™ (D-2) -

(Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

sister ship of the “Hercules’- whose position was being
relayed by an S-2 Tracker. Following this successful test, the
Super Etendard's Exocet weapon system was completely
operational in only 15 days and withoul French support,
instead of the 30 days as originally envisaged. Regarding the
French support, the French suspended the delivery of spare
parts both for the missiles and the aircraft following the
commencement of hostilities. The Argentinean pilots only had
received “the minimum of training on this plane, with only 50
hours flown in France™ as CC César Bedacarralz recalls. On
the 18th, a section of Super Etendards was transferred to Rio
Grande Naval Aviation Base, as did a second one on the
following day. A fifth plane (0751/3-A-201) remained in Espora
to be used as a spare. Two days later, training flights were
resumed, and the pilots started flying daytime familiarization
missions o recognize Port Stanley /Puerto Argentino airport
and its approaches.

In combat

On 1 May 1982, British ships attacked Port Stanley / Puerto
Argentino. An aerial attack was decreed for all aviation
branches of the Argentinean armed forces. The COAN
ordered the Super Etendard unit to get ready. The first pair,
(Colombo-Macheteanz) was assigned a target at Lat 52°20°S
and Long 50°20'W which was situated south of the San
Carlos strait. The second pair (Bedacarratz-Mayora) was
assigned two different targets at the same time, but they were
finally ordered to attack the same ships as the first pair. At
16:03 the first section took off and a rendezvous for refuelling
with a Hercules lanker was planned, but a fuel leak was
discovered on 3-A-204 and the mission was aboried.
Meanwhile, as the pilots of the second section were going
through the pre-take off checklist, they also cancelled the
mission as they did not have a tanker available at that time.

The “Belgrano” revenge

On 4 May, at 05:07, a Neptune with serial 2-P-112 took off from
Rio Grande on a reconnaissance mission. It used the call
sign “Mercurio” and facilitated the armrival of three Air Force
C-130s to the Falkland islands. During the entire mission, a
continuous search was done with the MAE (Medida de Apoyo
Electronico/Electronic  Support Measures) and with the
aircraft's radar, which was not working properly. However, this
did not cause a suspension of the flight. At 07:10 there was a
radar contact, so it was turned off and an aerial alert signal of
Marconi 965 equipment belonging to a Type 42 Destroyer was
detected by the MAE. The Naval Aviation Command ordered
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two Super Etendards to be
readied. They carried one
Exocet missile each and
received the call signs “Aries”

(3-A-202) and “Liebre”
(3-A-203).

Meanwhile, the reconnais-
sance mission of Neptune
2-P-112 continued, keeping
contact and  permanently
actualizing the target's

position. At 08:43 a new radar
emission was sent and three
contacts were received, plus
the radar emissions on the
MAE. At 09:25, the Neptune's
radar was out of service,
making its crew work hard to |
get it back online lo guide the §ES
Super Etendards, which had §

already taken off at 9.45. Al
10:30, the 2-P-112 managed to
send a new radar emission
and acquired three largels at a distance of sixty miles,
deducting they were two middle-sized ships, possibly two
destroyers, and a large one, possibly an aircraft carrier. Due to
the problems the radar had, the search was done quite close
to the enemy, within their radar range. The targets were drawn
on the screen with a marker, enabling the crew to turn off the
radar after a single sweep and descend to get out of range
from the British radar. The position of the British vessels was
quickly relayed to the Super Etendards that were already in the
vicinity. CC Bedacarratz (3-A-202) remembers: “When we
received the call from the Neptune updating the exact position
of the detected targets, | informed LT Mayora (3-A-203) to head
towards the larger ship. We flew at an altitude of 100 feet (30
meters). When we reached the planned position that was set
during our briefing, we turned on our radar to check the targets
that should appear on the screens, but we detected nothing.
We immediately turned them off, descended and continued
flying, now al maximum speed because once being spotted,
we needed lo decrease our gap to the target. | decided to
continue 25 more miles; always with complete radio silence
We ascended again and repeated the procedure, this time
detecting both radar contacts, a medium-sized ship ahead of
us and the carrier some 30° to our right, escorted by two smal-
ler ships. When we reached the shooting distance point, we
both fired our missile with a gap of 5 seconds. It was exactly
11:04. We began a maxspeed escape flying as close to the
waler as we could to fiy out of their radar range and headed
back to Rio Grande wherewe landed at 12:15 with no

| ’ - -

-

Atlantic Conveyor on fire after taking an AM38 hit

_—
e ey

- P
g L - - -
- —

(Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

information on the result at all.”

As a result of this attack, one of the Exocets sunk the Type 42
Destroyer HMS “Sheffield” which was doing picket radar tasks
for the English Navy. This information was heard on British
radio, as it was impossible for the Argentineans to know if the
system had worked properly and had hit the target. Following
this action, the Argentinean Navy managed to strike back after
the submarine HMS “Conqueror” sunk the Argentinean
cruiser ARA "Ganeral Belgrano® (C-4).

Second Mission

After the attack to the “Sheffield”, the Neptunes remained out of
service, reducing the reconnaissance capabiliies of the
COAN. Therefore, on 23 May, the planners used the path of the
British aircraft that operaled from carriers to estimate its
position. The third pair was ordered to attack. After refuelling,at
15:45 and flying an approach to the estimated position of Lat
52°00°S and Long 55°30'W, they found no targets and had to
return to Rio Grande. Two days later, a new position of the
carrier was estimated and the COAN decided o attack once
again. This time, CC Curilovic (3-A-203) remembers: “We look
off at 12:30 and an hour later we refuelled to start the attack
manceuvre some 330 miles off the target. We flew in
complete electronic silence and our radar waming receivers
found nothing special. This made us think we were not being
detacted.”

“At 16:28 | performed the first radar emission, in which | found
some echoes. We continued the
penetration at 500 Knots and at an
altitude of 30 meters. We starled lo
prepare for the launch. On a new radar
emission, we selected the larger target
while flying 39 miles from the target.” LT
Julio Hector Barraza (3-A-204) recalls:
"when reaching 39 miles, Curilovic told
me '|'ve got him locked™ and | answered
‘OK 39" and he agreed. At 16:32 and Lat
50°38'S Long 56°08'W, we launched
our missiles, and had no signal on our
radar waming receivers, so we were
sure we had taken them by surprise. We
headed back to base and landed safely
at 18:30."

The result of the attack was the sinking
of the container ship "Atlantic Conveyor”,
camrying helicopters, weapons and
spares. It was a blow to the British Task

4 May 1982, a direct hit on the Sheffield
with two out of the five available Exocet
missiles. (Cicalesi & Rivas collection)
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Force's logistic forces, besides being the second largest ship
to be sunk during the war. On 26 May, a section of Super
Etendards flew back to Espora to safeguard them from a
British attack on the islands. Only one Exocet missile was left

“Invincible” Mission

On 28 May, the light carrier HMS “Invincible” was detected 100
miles east of Puerto Argentino/Port Stanley. The COAN
immediately decided to attack it with the last of the five Exocet
missiles. The Air Force requested to participate in the mission
to increase the fire power against the target. The 1268
Fragmentary Order was given: “Four A-4Cs, call sign "Zonda",
armed with three 250kg Parachute Retarded Bombs, with two
tankers. Departure from GRA (Rio Grande) — Attack the carrier
at Lal 51°38°S Long 53°38 W — Return to GRA". The Air Force
pilots who flew the mission were 1" Lieutenants Vazquez,
Ureta and Castillo and Second Lieutenant Isaac, on the COAN
side, with call sign "Ala” CC Alejandro Francisco (3-A-202) and
LT Luis Collavino (3-A-205) flew the two Super Etendards.

The mission started on Sunday the 30th, at 11:25, when two
KC-130s took off to rendezvous with the aircraft participating in
the mission They would need two refills, one while flying
towards the target, and one when flying back. After the first
refuelling, the combined pack of Super Entendards and A-4Cs
started the target approach flying at an altitude of between ten
and twenty meters and at a speed of 850km/h. Once the
Exocet missile was fired, at a
distance of around 20 miles from
the target, the A-4Cs followed the
missile’s contrail, guiding them
towards the target. Only two of the
four A-4C retumed safely. Once
docked to the tanker, Lt. Ureta
tells of the mission: | could see
the Invincible full of smoke after
the Exocet impact, Isaac’s three
bombs and cannons.” Second
Lieutenant Isaac, remembers:
"at 900km/h | clearly saw the
carrier's deck, | fired the 200
20mm cartridges and launched
my bombs, but they did not hit the
ship. | saw a big fire on board the
carrier, so | started to fiy away.”
The British always denied that
the Invincible had been hit. As
from 30 May, a change in the
direction and quantity of the
Hamier attacks showed they
might be operating only from the
HMS “Hermes™ carmier. The

Not the best shol, but the real deal; Super Etendard 3-A-202 being refuelled on its way to HMS Invincible on 30 May 1982 to make
a disputed hit. The AM39 Exocet can be clearly seen, mounted under the starboard wing.

(Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

“Invincible” was retired from the combat zone and returned to
base three months afler the end of the war with major repairs
needed.

On 1 June, the two Super Etendards flew back 1o Base Aerea
Comandante Espora and the next day, the possibility of flying
night missions in case more missiles arrived was studied,
On the 3rd, training began, and a week later it was suspended
as they had o be ready at Rio Grande base to fly some
guidance and ground attack missions. However, the next day
the forces fighting in Falklands/Malvinas, agreed to a cease
fire, and the Super Elendards were sent back to their home
base. The Argentinean Navy achieved lo press their newly
acquired Super Etendards and five exocet missiles into
service and use them to great effect Bedacarratz
summarizes: “The French did not clear the AM39 to be fired
from an airplane, they were only testing it on a firing range. We
found out after the conflict that they had fired two Exocet
missiles, and they both missed their target.” This shows the
remarkable feat that the Argentinean technicians pulled off
and the relative vulnerability of the British fleet, against this
new weapon system that was officially not fully operational yet.

The same aircraft as above after the hostilities and marked
with a kill mark for the attack on HMS Sheffield 4 May 1982
and the damage done to the HMS Invincible on 30 May 1982,

(Cicalesi & Rivas collection)
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Since 1973, the Dassault Falcon 20 is used for VIP transport on short and medium distances. To keep the two aircraft in service
for at least another ten years they were totally refurbished to meet current aircraft technology standards and passenger

convenience.

Order of Battle

Like almost every country within Europe, Belgium went
through a series of restructuring measures for its armed
forces after the fall of the "Iron curtain™ in 1989. For the Belgian
Air Force this restructuring consisted of disbanding
operational units, while aircraft, like the Mirage 5 were laken
out of service. Main objective for these measures was the
transition of the air force inlo a meaner and leaner
organisation, resulting in only 90 of the original 160 F-16s to
undergo the Mid Life Update program. After the first series of
changes, the biggest change came in January 2002, the
independent Belgian Air Force gave way 1o a new structure
consisting of components and, therefore, was referred to as
the Belgian Air Component (COMOPSAIR) comprising of all
aircraft and helicopters of the air force, army and, after 1 July
2004, aiso the navy. Further reductions came in 2005, when
another eighteen F-16s were taken out of service, leaving only
72 F-16s active. A new reduction is planned for 2015 when only
60 Fighting Falcons will remain to equip the four squadrons of
the two wings. Today, the Air Component operates in national
and International missions in former colonial countries in
Africa and for the UN in countries like Afghanistan. Also, the
Belgian Air Component has participated several times in
policing the airspace over the Baltic states Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia, since these countries do not have an air force
capable of defending their own territory

The frontline fighter is the F-16AM/BM operating in two wings,
both consisting of two squadrons, so called "smaldelen”.

For SAR duties the Westand Sea King has been operational
for more than thirty years now. Besides the ageing Sea King,
also the Alouette |l used by the navy needs replacement. Early
2007, the government finally decided to replace both the Sea
Kings and the Alouette Ill helicopters with four NH-90TTHs for
troops transport and four NH-80NFHs for naval and SAR
operations. Another ageing aircraft in service is the C-130H
Hercules. In 1972, twelve C-130s were acquired by 15 Wing at
Melsbroek for tactical transport. Because of the loss of two
aircraft in recent years, a second hand Hercules was
purchased last year, which is now undergoing an update to
Belgian C-130 standard before delivery, Replacement for the
C-130 is expected in 2018, when the first of seven Airbus
A400M transport aircraft will enter service. For transporting
VIPs, 15 Wing operates the Embraer 135/145, the Airbus A310
and the Dassault 20 and 900.

For transport and support of army units, Belgium uses the

Scramble 340 -

(Koksijde, 4 September 2005, Melchior Timmers)

Agusta A109 helicopter and ten of the original 95 Alouette I
training and observation helicopters. Both types are used with
the Heli Wing at Luik-Bierset. Of the original 46 A109s, only 32
remain active. They are used in a diversity of roles like
observation, anti-tank, tactical support, armed
reconnaissance, MedEvac or transport. To simplify
maintenance each individual helicopter has a fixed role.

The "Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie” was established as an
operational part of the Federal Police after its reorganisation in
the nineties. It was a continuation of the airbome part of the
"Rijkswacht”, without the control and support of the Ministry of
Defence. Cumently it operates three twin-engined MDS00
Explorers that were acquired in 1998, two MD520N helicopters
acquired in 1999, and a single Cessna 180Q and two Cessna
182Rs. The No Tail Rotor (NOTAR) helicopters are fully IFR
equipped and have specialised law enforcement equipment like
a powerful searchlight. The fixed wing aircraft were acquired as
they flew faster and more economical than the helicopters and
could aiso fly at night and in adverse weather. The fixed wing
aircraft are used for traffic and environment control, while the
helicopters are also used for Special Forces operations. The
twin engined helicopters can aiso operate above cities.

Luchtcomponent (AF)
Beauvechain (EBBE)
1Wing 5 Smaldeel SF260M
SF260D
11 Smaldeel Alpha Jet 1B+
CM170R

The Alpha Jets actually fly from Cazaux in France, where they
are assigned to ETO02.008 “Nice".

Bertrix (EBBX)
Air Cadets Various gliders
Bierset (EBLG)
Wing Heli 16 Sqn MRH A109BA/Alouette I
17 Sgn MRH A109BA/Alouette ||
18 Sgn MRH A109BA/Aloustte |1
OCTU A109BA
Brussel-Melsbroek (EBMB)
15 Wing 20 Smaldeel C-130H
21 Smaildeel A310-200
ERJ135/145
Falcon 20/900
Ops & Training Squadron
all types
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Elsenborn (EBLB)
80 UAV sq

Florennes (EBFS)

2 Wing 1 Smaldeel
350 Smaldeel

Air Cadets

Goetsenhoven (EBTN)
MCVZ/ICMVV

Air Cadets

Kleine Brogel (EBBL)

10 Wing 31 Smaldeel
349 Smaldeel
ocu

Koksijde (EBFN)
40 Smaldeel

Weelde (EBWE)
Air Cadels

Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie (PO)

Brussel-Melsbroek (EBMB)

Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie
MDS520N
MD900
Cessna 182Q/182R

5 Smaldeel 11 Smaldeel

B-HUNTER

F-16AM/BM
F-16AM/BM
Various gliders

L-21B
Various gliders

F-16AM/BM
F-16AM/BM
F-16AM/BM

Sea King Mk48
SA316B

Various gliders

349 Smaldeel 350 Smaldeel

OPS & training Air Cadets
80 UAV
Police

Serials

Luchtcomponent (AF)

Agusta A109 Hirundo

HO1  A109BA 0301 18sq MRH may07
HO2 A109BA 0302 18sq MRH may07
HO4 A109BA 0304 16sq MRH may07
HO05 A109BA 0305 17sq MRH may07
HO6 A109BA 0306 17sq MRH  oct06
HO7 A109BA 0307 16sq MRH may07
H21 A109BA 0321 18sq MRH may07
H22 A109BA 0322 17sq MRH julo?
H23 A109BA 0323 17sq MRH may07
H24 A109BA 0324 17sq MRH may07
H25 A109HA 0325 18sq MRH  may07
H26 A109BA 0326 18sq MRH julo7
H27 A109BA 0327 18sq MRH may07
H28 A109BA 0328 18sq MRH  may07
H29 A1098BA 0329 18sq MRH may07
H30 A109BA 0330 18sq MRH julo7
H31 A109BA 0331 17sq MRH mar07
H32 A109BA 0332 18sqg MRH may07
H33 A109BA 0333 18sq MRH may07
H35 A109BA 0335 17sq MRH mar07
H36 A109BA 0336 17sqg MRH dec06
H37 A109BA 0337 18sq MRH may07
H38 A109BA 0338 17sqg MRH  dec06
H39 A109BA 0339 17sq MRH may07
H40 A109BA 0340 18sg MRH  nov06
H41 A109BA 0341 18sq MRH  jun07
H42 A109BA 0342 17sq MRH may07
H43 A109BA 0343 17sqg MRH may07
H46 A109BA 0300 17sq MRH may07

Some A109s are stored at Zutendaal

barracks, while

unconfirmed sources state a sale of five A109s to Benin.

Airbus A310
CAO01 A310-222 372
CA02 A310-222 367

Sud Aviation Alouette 2

A49 SA318C 1989/616C-A66
AS53 SA318C 1995/622C-A72
A55 SA318C 1998/625C-A75
A57 SA318C 2009/636C-AB5

21sm
21sm

Wing Heli
Wing Hell
Wing Heli
Wing Heli

ABS SA318C 2057/676C-A133 Wing Heli
A66 SA318C 2064/682C-A140 Wing Heli
AB8 SA318C 2068/684C-A144 Wing Heli
AB9 SA318C 2072/688C-A148 Wing Heli
A78 SA318C 2133/737C-A209 Wing Heli
A79 SA318C 2138/742C-A214 Wing Heli

Sud Aviation Alouette 3

M1 SA316B 1812
M2 SA3168 1816
M3 SA3168B 1817

Breguet Dornier Alpha Jet
AT01 Alpha Jet 1B+B01/1013
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may07
mar07

may07
may07
may07
nov06
feb06
dec06
may07
mayQ7
may07
julo7?

julo7
julo7
jan07

jun07



AT0Z2 Alpha Jet 1B+B02/1014 11sm jun06

ATO3 Alpha Jet 1B+B03/1015 11sm jun06
ATO5 Alpha Jet 1B+B05/1018 1ism jun06
ATO6 Alpha Jetl 1B+B06/1020 1ism jun0é
AT08 Alpha Jet 1B+B08/1024 11sm jun07?
AT10 Alpha Jet 1B+B10/1030 11sm jun06
AT11  Alpha Jet 1B+B11/1032 11sm jun07
AT12 Alpha Jet 1B+B12/1036 11sm jun06
AT13 Alpha Jet 1B+B13/1039 11sm jun07
AT14 Alpha Jet 1B+B14/1043 11sm may06
AT15 Alpha Jet 1B+B15/1051 11sm sep06
AT17 Alpha Jet 1B+B17/1061 1ism oct06
AT18 Alpha Jet 1B+B18/1067 11sm dec06
AT19 Alpha Jet 1B+B19/1071 11sm feb07
AT20 Alpha Jet 1B+B20/1076 11sm jun07
AT21 Alpha Jet 1B+B21/1080 11sm mar06
AT22 Alpha Jet 1B+B22/1091 11sm jun06
AT23 Alpha Jet 1B+B23/1097 1ism jun0?7
AT24 Alpha Jet 1B+ B24/1104 1ism mar06
AT25 Alpha Jet 1B+B25/1110 11sm may07
AT26 Alpha Jet 1B+B26/1117 11sm juloé
AT27 Alpha Jet 1B+B27/1112 11sm sep06
AT28 Alpha Jet 1B+B28/1131 11sm mar06
AT29 Alpha Jet 1B+B29/1139 11sm feb07
AT30 Alpha Jet 1B+B30/1145 11sm jun07
AT31 Alpha Jet 1B+B31/1142 11sm apr06
AT32 Alpha Jet 1B+B32/1149 11sm jun07
AT33 Alpha Jet 1B+B33/1155 11sm may07

All Alpha Jets are stationed at Cazaux, France for the
combined Advanced Jet Training School (AJeTS). For
maintenance the Belgian aircraft return o Beauvechain.

Fouga CM170 Magister
MT35 CM170 292 11sm julo7

This is the last operational Fouga Magister within the Belgian
Air Component. It will fly until september this year.

FA104 F-16AM 6H-104 10w may07
FA106 F-16AM 6H-106 10w feb07
FA107 F-16AM 6H-107 2w julo7?
FA108 F-16AM 6H-108 2w jun07
FA109 F-16AM 6H-109 2w mar07
FA110 F-16AM 6H-110 10w feb07
FA111 F-16AM 6H-111 10w julo7?
FA114 F-16AM 6H-114 10w may07
FA115 F-16AM 6H-115 2w jun07
FA116 F-16AM 6H-116 10w julo7
FA117 F-16AM 6H-117 2w jan07
FA118 F-16AM 6H-118 10w julo7
FA119 F-16AM 6H-119 10w mar07
FA120 F-16AM 6H-120 2w jun07
FA121 F-16AM 6H-121 2w may07
FA123 F-16AM 6H-123 10w julo7?
FA124 F-16AM 6H-124 10w aprQ7
FA125 F-16AM 6H-125 2w mar07
FA126 F-16AM 6H-126 2w feb07
FA127 F-16AM 6H-127 2w mar07
FA128 F-16AM 6H-128 2w feb07
FA129 F-16AM 6H-129 10w mayQ07
FA130 F-16AM 6H-130 2w sep06
FA131 F-16AM 6H-131 2w julo7
FA132 F-16AM 6H-132 10w may07
FA133 F-16AM 6H-133 2w julo7
FA134 F-16AM 6H-134 10w julo7
FA135 F-16AM 6H-135 2w mar07
FA136 F-16AM 6H-136 10w may07
FB02 F-16BM 6J-2 2w jun07
FB04 F-16BM 6J4 10w julo?
FBO5 F-16BM 6J-5 2w jun07
FB09 F-16BM 6J-9 2w julo7
FB10 F-16BM 6J-10 2w julo?7
FB12 F-16BM 6J-12 2w marQ07
FB14 F-16BM 6J-14 10w mar07
FB15 F-16BM 6J-15 10w julo?
FB17 F-16BM 6J-17 2w marQ7
FB18 F-16BM 6J-18 10w julo?
FB20 F-16BM 6J-20 10w julo7
FB21 F-16BM 6J-21 2w sepl6
FB22 F-16BM 6J-22 10w nov06
FB23 F-16BM 6J-23 10w feb07
FB24 F-16BM 6J-24 10w julo?
Lockheed C-130 Hercules

CHO1 C-130H 4455 20sm may07
CHO3 C-130H 4461 20sm jan07
CHO4 C-130H 4467 20sm may07
CHO5 C-130H 4470 20sm may07
CHO7 C-130H 4476 20sm mar07
CHO8 C-130H 4478 20sm may07
CHO09 C-130H 4479 20sm mayQ7
CH10 C-130H 4481 20sm may07
CH11 C-130H 4482 20sm may07
CH12 C-130H 4483 20sm may07
(CH14)C-130H 4047 olo apr07

The newly acquired CH14 is still under conversion at Brussels
Airport,

Piper L-21 Super Cub

LBO1 L-21B 18-3603 MCVZ/ICMW  oct06
LB02 L-21B 18-3607 MCVZICMW sep06
LB0O3 L-21B 18-3842 MCVZICMVWV sep06
LBO5 L-21B 18-3844 MCVZICMW may06
LB06 L-21B 18-3864 MCVZICMW  jul07
Sikorsky S-61 Sea King

RS01 8. King Mk48 WA831 40sm juio7
RS02 S.King Mk48 WABS832 40sm julo7
RS03 S. King Mk48 WAS833 40sm mar07
RS04 S. King Mk48 WAB834 40sm julo7
RS05 S. King Mk48 WAS835 40sm julo7

EMBRAER ERJ135/EJ145

CEO1 ERJ135LR 145449 21sm marQ7
CE02 ERJ135LR 145486 21sm aprO7
CE03 ERJ145LR 145526 21sm julo7
CE04 ERJ145LR 145548 21sm may07
Dassault Falcon 20

CMO1 Falcon 20E 276 21sm may(Q7
CMO02 Falcon 20E 278 21sm julo7
Dassault Falcon 900

CDO01 Falcon 900B 109 21sm may07
General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon

FA56 F-16AM 6H-56 10w aug06
FAS7 F-16AM 6H-57 2w sep06
FAB7T F-16AM 6H-67 2w mar07
FAB8 F-16AM 6H-68 2w feb07
FABS F-16AM 6H-69 10w julo?
FA70 F-16AM 6H-70 10w jun07
FA71 F-16AM 6H-71 2w may07
FA72 F-16AM 6H-72 2w jun06
FATT F-16AM 6H-77 10w feb07
FAB1 F-16AM 6H-81 2w aug06
FAB2 F-16AM 6H-82 10w jula?
FAB3 F-16AM 6H-83 2w mar07
FAB4 F-16AM 6H-84 2w mar07
FA86 F-16AM 6H-86 10w mar07
FAB7 F-16AM 6H-87 10w may07
FAB9 F-16AM 6H-89 10w may07
FA91 F-16AM 6H-91 2w may07
FA92 F-16AM 6H-92 2w feb07
FAS4 F-16AM 6H-94 10w apr07
FA95 F-16AM 6H-95 10w may07
FA97 F-16AM 6H-97 2w mar07
FA98 F-16AM 6H-98 10w julo?
FA99 F-16AM 6H-99 10w julo7?
FA100 F-16AM 6H-100 10w julo?
FA101 F-16AM 6H-101 2w julo7?
FA102 F-16AM 6H-102 10w may07
FA103 F-16AM 6H-103 2w jun06

To keep the Sea Kings airworthy, spare parts are taken from
the aircraft mutually.
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SIAl Marchetti SF260 281 B-Hunter 80 BH281 80UAVsq sep06
ST02 SF260M 10-02 5sm may07 282 B-Hunter B0 BH282 BOUAVsq sepD4
ST03 SF260M 10-03 5sm may07 283  B-Hunter 80 BH283 80UAVsq sep06
STO4 SF260M 10-04 5sm may07 284  B-Hunter 80 BH284 80 UAV sq
ST06 SF260M 10-06 5sm may07 285 B-Hunter 80 BH285 80 UAV sq
ST12 SF260M 10-12 5sm may07 286  B-Hunter 80 BH286 80 UAV sq
ST15 SF260M+ 10-15 5sm may07 287 B-Hunter 80 BH287 80 UAV sq
ST16 SF260M+  10-16 5sm jun07 288  B-Hunter 80 BH288 80 UAV sq
ST17 SF260M+  10-17 5sm may07 289  B-Hunter 80 BH289 80UAVsq sep06
ST18 SF260M 10-18 5sm may07 Glider
ggg ggggm :g';g gs’“ oyt PL31 DG300 75/55 Luchtcadetten may06
: ey ‘ sm "‘3!’37 PL41 DG505 5E222X60 Luchtcadetten may06
ST22 SF260 10-22 Ssm may PL42 DGS05 5E224X62 Luchtcadetten aug05
ST23 SF260M 10-23 Ssm may07 PL43 DGS505 5E231X69 Luchtcadetten sep06
ST24 SF260M+  10-24 5sm jun07 P
PL44 DG505 5E233X71 Luchtcadetten may06
ST25 SF260M 10-25 5sm may07
PL54 Ka-8B 8366 Luchticadetten sep04
ST26 SF260M+  10-26 Ssm may07 PL71 Grob G102 2141 Luchtcadetten sep06
p
ST27 SF260M 10-27 5sm may07
PL74 Grob G102 2104 Luchtcadetten may06
ST30 SF260M 10-30 5sm apr07
PL75 Grob G102 2002 Luchtcadetten aug05
ST31 SF260M 10-31 5sm apr07
PL76 Grob G102 2051 Luchicadetien may05
ST32 SF260M 10-32 5sm may07 :
PL78 Grob G102 2070 Luchtcadetten jul07
SIS% Sr2OM  10-M Sam may07 | pL79 Siren C30S 39 Luchicadetten jul04
ST35 SF260M 10-35 5sm julo7
ST36 SF260M 10-36 - 07 PLB1 Grob G103A 03147 Luchlcadetten sep06
ST40 SF2600 b - 55’“ "‘a{m PLB4 Grob G103A 03240 Luchlcadetten may05
Srdl Srason e 55"‘ ap il PL85 Grob G103A 03287 Luchtcadetten may06
ST42 SE260D 242 55"" Ry > PL86 Grob G103A 03288 Luchtcadetten aug05
Sl ean o o mav37 PL87 GrobG103A 03613 Luchtcadetten aug05
M ey PL8B8 Grob G103A 03616 Luchtcadetten aug05
ST44 SF260D 844 5sm may07
PL8B9 Grob G103A 03617 Luchtcadetten aug05
ST45 SF260D 845 5sm may07
ST48 SF260D 248 5 > PLO1 Grob G103A 34015 Luchtcadetten sep06
i Eotecs g o "‘“’,3, PL92 GrobG103A 03611 Luchtcadetten sep06
ST48 SFo80D 848 55"" ﬂpm PL93 Grob G103A 03636 Luchtcadetten may08
0 s u PLO94 GrobG103A 3734 Luchicadetien aug05
Al the moment the SF260s undergo an avionics updalte
Aircraft that are updated have a + mark behind the two digits of 2:::': 1%::&::2"" Federale Politie (PO)
Lh:d:gr;:tnon the tail. Also the type designation has a + mark G01  Cel820 182Q-67696 Fad. Pol. ulo?
: G03 Ce182R 182R-67742 Fed. Pol julo7
UAV " G04 Cel82R 182R-67844 Fed. Pol, julo7
271  B-Hunter B0 BH271 80 UAVsq mar0 McDonnell Douglas MDS20
412 Do ol BEdRS D0 U w1 G14 MD520N  LNO86 Fed. Pol ulo7
273  B-Hunter 80 BH273 BOUAVsq sep04 G158 MDS2ON  LNO87 ng* P"}- !“m?
274  B-Hunter 80 BH274 80UAVSq may07 di M
276  B-Hunter 80 BH276 B0UAVsqg sep05 McDonnell Douglas MDS00
278  B-Hunter 80 BH278 80 UAV sq G10 MD900 900-0034 Fed. Pol. feb07
280 B-Hunter 80 BH280 80 UAV sq G111 MD900 900-0045 Fed. Pol. jun07
G12 MD900 900-0038 Fed. Pol. julo7

s

Just recently, the Belgian MoD decided to order the NH90 as replacement for the Sea King Mk48. After more than thirty years of
service, the airframes are almost worn to their limits and some are used for spare parts recovery. Here RS02 is pictured during the
Belgian National Holiday flypast above the capital Brusseis on 21 July 2007. (Geert Meunis)
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Besides lots of sun and good food the Canary Islands have more to offer to the aviation enthusiast, Spanish
military transports frequently visit the various islands from mainland Spain. Seen landing here at Lanzarote
Is KCG-130H TK.10-07/31-52. (Lanzarote-Arrecife, 26 June 2007, Peter Heeneman)
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Photo opportunities at Lanzarote are actually quite good, as evident from this picture of CN235M T.19B-11/35-

29. Check out the Airfield Guide at the Scramble website under the ‘Where to go?" button!
(Lanzarote-Arrecife, 29 June 2007, Peter Heeneman)
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Some old Contgolese iron is the theme of this month’s back cover. The first is this 48 year old B707 9Q-CLK,
that flies for the government of Congo. (Lanseria, 19 August 2007, Morné-Booij Liewes)
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This MD-81, 9Q-CBD, was delivered to Compagnie Africaine d'Aviation on 25 May 2005. Its previous operators
are Austrian Airlines, Safair, Air Liberté and Spirit Airlines.  (Kisangani-Bangoka, 17 July 2007, Roy Blewett)






