


























































































































































































































































































































































































































MM61960
MM62105

MM51-4514/14-22

PDB0BGE1
PD808SE
T-33A

dump
dump
dump

Comandante Espora (Argentina)

Aniversario de la Aviacion Naval Argentina

28 May 2007
0655/3-A-302 A4Q Mus. de Aviac. Naval
0797/2-H-239 ASH-3H EA2H
0864/3-H-132 AS555SN EA1H
0745/4-F-23 Beech 200 4EA
0748/6-P-47 Beech 200M+ EABV
0776/4-A-132 EMB326GC EA41
0741/5-T-20 F28-3000C EA52
0879/3-H-307 UH-1H EA3H
0768/4-A-117 MB339AA Mus. de Aviac. Naval
0869/6-P-53 P-3B EABE
0642/3-H-102 SA316B EA1TH
0702/2-AS-23 S-2UP EAZS
0752/3-A-202 Sup.Etendard EA32
0764/2-A-214 Sup.Etendard EA32
0723/1-A-405 T-34C ESAN
E-106, E-129 EMB312A EAM
AE-452 UH-1H GHAB01
Gatineau, Qué. (Canada)

Open House 2 June 2007
Main hangar:

CF-VvPM Mustang IV ex Canada 9575
CFvZZ Lysander 3A ex Canada 2365 ulr
C-GEVS Swordfish Il ex Can. HS554, u/r
C-GGAJ Humricane Xl ex Canada 5447 u/r
C-GvZB Spitfire Mk16 ex Canada SL721
C-GXPM DHC-2 Mk1  ex Kenya 111
Static/flying;

C-FCDH PT-17 ex 40-1840

CF-DHQ DH82C ex Canada 8869
CF-ROA Harvard IV ex Canada 20451
CF-RRI Chipmunk 2 ex Canada 18025
CF-TPM Hurricane Mk4 ex Canada KZ321
C-FWGA Harvard IV ex Canada 20377
C-FWOL P149D ex 91+45
N240CA F4U-4B ex 97359

The first Open House of the season organized by local warbird
operator Vintage Wings of Canada (VWC) was themed
*Bamnstormers”. In addition of the warbirds listed above, a do-
zen visiting barmnstormers could be noted as well. VWC's
recently acquired Hurricane and Swordfish were still under
restoration, but their Corsair put on an impressive flying
display. The aircraft were towed outside the hangar and onto
the flightiine, where the public could admire them before and
during the engine start-ups. With the sun in the back,
photography was great.

Stavanger-Sola (Norway)

2 June 2007
Static:
37+16 F-4F WTD6G1
45+92 Tomado IDS JBG31
39265/265 JAS39C F21
XS7311 Dominie T1  55(R)sq
XX286, XX287 Hawk T1A 19(R})sq
Xvz248/48 Nimrod MR2 Kinloss MRW
ZE161/GB Tornado F3  43sq
ZJ917/Q0-G, ZJ922/Q0-CTyphoon F2  3sq
63-8033 KC-135R 351st ARS
953 C-130H 335 skv -
673 F-16AM FLO .
134 F-5A EoT
136 F-5B EoT
232 Lynx Mk.86 337 skv
4576 P-3N 333 skv
329 S King Mk43B 330 skv
* = also flying

This German UH-1D was one of the five German helicopters that took part in the army days at Wezep. The 73+48, assigned to
THR10 based al Fassberg, operated, as almost all of the participating helicopters, from Soesterberg.
(Wezep, 2 June 2007, Richard Baas)
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The North American Rockwell OV-10B Bronco is one of the aircraft in the world that has quite a remarkable appearance. Buiit for
Forward Air Control (FAC) tasks, the Bronco served for instance in Vietnam during the war. The OV-108{Z) model was produced
for Germany lo use as targel tugs. A largel lowing pod was mounted undemneath the fuselage. A clear dome replaced the rear
cargo door, and the rear seal was moved lo the cargo bay lo look backwards out the dome. Eightteen aircraft were supplied to the

Germans, of which this F-AZKM was one and it flies as 99+24.

(Mont de Marsan, 2 June 2007, Hans Rolink)

In front of 330 skv hangar, 43+07 Tommado IDS JBG33
322 S King Mk438 330 skv J-055 F-16AM 306sq spec mks
E . J-063 F-16AM 313sqg
?_2;0&. F-5A std J-193 F-16AM 312sq
: J-511 F-16AM 311sq
Flying from shelter area: 907 TA4SU 150sq/SingaporeAF
39135/135, 39194/124  JAS39A F21 J-5008 F/A-18C nmks
131, 902 F-5A EoT J-5235 F/IA-18D nmks
281 F-16AM FLO A-902, A-906, A-909 PC-7 Pilotenrekrutensch
C!Vll idem,‘;’lﬂg A-011, A-912. A-914 PC-T Pilotenrekrutensch
R213/64-GM C-160R ET00.064 A-916, A-917, A-919 PC-7 Pilotenrekrutensch
J-3081, J-3082, J-3085 F-5E Patrouille Suisse A-939 PC-7 Pilotenrekrutensch
J-3086, J-3088, J-3090 F-5E Patrouille Suisse XW212 Puma HC1 ~ 230sq
J-3091 F-5E Patrouille Suisse ‘Eg?;gf'c;o 102‘230 f?“ ggqq
i O 0 S
w.ezep (The Netheﬂands) 05-5142 C-17A 729th AS AFRC
84-0111 C-21A 76th AS
Army days 2/9 June 2007 E28/330-AJ Alpha Jet E EC05.330
. E82/314-TW Alpha Jet E EAC00.314
Elying E104/314-TG AphaJetE  EAC00.314
3%’;}2 e i;ﬁgg ggf:q i E108/8-MU Alpha JetE  ETOO01.008
& ety b 300¢;q ong | E135/1 E158/2, E753 AphaJetE  Patrouille de France
266 ¢ SH-14D MAéliELl Pisit E41/4, E117/5, E160/6 Alpha Jet E Patrouille de France
73+48 UH-1D THR10 2nd | E165/7, E163/8, E162/9 Alpha JetE Patrouille de France
86425 B87+28 Bo105P1 HEVAS100 2nd E122/0 Alpha JetE Patrouille de France
; ] R86/61-ZD, R99/61-ZQ C-160R ET00.061
86+45, 86+97 Bo105P1 KHR36 2nd 045/62-18 CN235M-200 ET03.062
PH-RPZ Bo105CBS-4 KLPD 9th 7 :
257/30-SF Mirage FICT GC01.030
The open days of the Royal Netherlands Army took place in 631/330-AA Mirage FICR EC05.330
two different weekends on 2 and 9 June. Almost all helicopters 113/12-YO Mirage 2000C ECO01.012
operated from Soesterberg, except for the Navy Lynx and the 335/4-Cl Mirage 2000N EC03.004
Bo105 of the KLPD. A tragic accident occurred on the 2nd 505/5-0Y, 512/5-0U Mirage 2000B ECO02.005
when a soldier was dragged along with a rope that was 524/330-AM Mirage 20008 EC05.330 tiger mks
connected to the departing Lynx helicopter. Apparently he was 305/330-EC, 307/330-EE Rafale B EC05.330
not disconnected from the rope yet after abseiling from the 1321/AH SA330B EHO01.067
helicopter, when the helicopter started to fly away from the 90/F-SEXG/0 TB-30 EPAAQD0Q.315
scene. The soldier died in hospital because of his injuries. 101/F-SEXR/M TB-30 EPAADD.315
Due to bad weather, the Air Mobility demonstration was 102/F-SEXS/2 TB-30 EPAADD.315
cancelled on the Sth 141/F-SEZF/4 TB-30 EPAADD.315
95/XH TBM-700A ETECO00.065
Mont de Marsan (France) 12 Rafale M CEAM
1388/BDK SA341F EAALAT
3 June 2007 1691/JCF AS350BA Gendarmarie
Static/flightline: F-ZBAZ/01,F-ZBEH/20  S-2 Firecat Sécurité Civile
AT25 Alpha Jet 1B+ 11sm F-ZBFS/32 CL-415 Sécurité Civile
MT48 CM170 1ism
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F-AZDD MD312 ex 216
F-AZHK AD-4N ex 127002
F-AZJQ Chipmunk T10 ex RAF WP967
F-AZKM Qv-10B ex Germany 99+24
F-AZXU MS733 ex 141
F-AZYS "133704" F4U-5NL ex Bu124541
F-AZYT AT6C ex 41-32360
F-BGPT PA-18 as "39-F
F-GIBN MH1521M ex 261
Shelter area:
70/330-AD Mirage 2000-5F EC05.330
92/330-AW Mirage 2000C EC05.330
B665/330-AE Mirage 20000 EC05.330

'8 :
B66/330-AR Mirage 2000D EC05.330
681/330-AG Mirage 20000 EC05.330

Hangar 6. static side (closed):

730/CA, 745/CV DHC-6-300 ET03.062
18/330-AK Alpha Jet E EC05.330
350/330-AN Mirage 2000N EC05.330

The Alpha Jet was visible from the static area, but the Mirage
was not.

123/62-IM, 128/62-1K CN235-200M ETO03.062
77/XD TBM-700A ETM01.040

The CN235s were not visible from the static area, but the TBM
arrived around nine o'clock in the moming before it was
parked on the far side.

Elsewhere:

542 “330" CM170 pres on base

601/~ Mirage FICR pres on base
577/330-BM Mirage 3E pres on base
43/BP Mirage 4A pres near main gate
(234) Mystére 4A pres near main gate

Puerto Ordaz (Venezuela)

3 June 2007
0505, 2104, 2154 CeT206H Grupo 9
2807, 3110 CeT206H Grupo 9
1708 Ce208 Grupo 9
5050 EMB312A Grupo 14 spec ois
4226, 9864 F-16A Grupo 16
EV-0677 Mi-35M2 Bat.de Helicopteros

GN-97120
YV-O-INC-1

M28-02
CL215

GN
Stored

Jalapa-Lencero (Mexico)

Aeroexpo 2007

Flying/elsewhere:
AMHT-205
XA-UAU

XA-WIN

XC-CDA, XC-SPC
XC-SSP +1
XC-XAL

XC-TJN

Mi-8MTV-1
ATR42-500
Lj35A

Bell 206B-3
Bell 206B-3
Bell 430
Beech 200

9 June 2007

nmks
Aeromar

Edo. de Veracruz
Edo. de Veracruz
Edo. de Veracruz
Edo. de Veracruz

A modest evenl was organized at Jalapa (alternatively spelled
Xalapa), the capital of the Mexican Veracruz state, situated
300kms east of Mexico City. The small regional airport,
located just south of highway 131 to Veracruz, houses mainly
state govemment agencies, which provided most of the
aircraft for the show. Viewing was best in the moming, as the
public was situated on the north side of the runway; the superb
background could not take away the backlight conditions.

Northolt (UK)

Photocall
Static:

H41

RS05
86+21
86+61
86+93

270

261

Q-05

0723

1006
79-0207/SP
81-0954/SP
ZR323
ZE395
ZAT14/AV
ZJ240/U
ZD409/38
XX200/CG
(285
xXX317
XX349

10 June 2007
A109BA nmks
Sea King Mk48 40sm
Bo105P1 HFVAS100
Bo105P1 KHR36
Bo105P1 HFS910
EC135P2 302sq
PC-SM FTS
AH-64D 301sq
An-28TD 2.eltl
M-28B-1R 30.elMW
OA-10A 81st FS
OA-10A 81st FS "81FS”
A109E 32(TR)sq
BAe125 CC3 32(TR)sq
Chinook HC2 27sg/nmks
Griffin HT1 DHFS
Hammer GRS nmks
Hawk T1A 100sq
Hawk T1A 100sq  spec mks
Hawk T1A 4FTS
Hawk TIW  208(R)sq

One of the Mont de Marsan based aircraft participating in the airshow was [wo sealer Rafale B 305 coded 330-EC. The badge on
the tail is of EC05.330 which has the name of “Cote d’Argent”. This example flew in the past with EC01.007 based at Saint Dizier-
(Mont de Marsan, 2 June 2007, Olivier Gregoire)
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Martin-Baker is the owner of this Meteor T7mod, WA638. They test their newly designed ejection seats in flight in the backseat of
(RAF Northolt, 10 June 2007, Jeep Stoker)

the aircraft.

ZD560/L Lynx Mk7 ETPS

WAB38 Meteor T7mod Martin-Baker
XW213 Puma HC1 33sq

ZJ275, ZJ279 Squirrel HT1 DHFS

ZF140/140 Tucano T1 1FTS

ZA401 Tormmado GR4A 13sqg spec mks
ZET35/1G Tomado F3 56(R)sq spec mks
ZG756/BX Tomado GR4 14sq spec mks
G-BLUZ Queen Bee  ex LF858

G-BVEZ Jel Provost T3 ex XM479

G-CBUI Wasp HAS1  exXT420

G-MPSA EC145C2 Metropolitan Police
G-RAFO Beech B200 45(R)sq

G-YQTS Yak-52 private

Southside (near A40);

ZD703 BAe125 CC3 32(TR)sq

CS-DNL BAe125-800XP Netlets Europe
Movements:

ZH536 Islander CC2 Northolt SF

CS-DXO Ce560XLS private

On Sunday the 10th of June, RAF Northolt organized a
Photocall. A minimum of 15 Pound Sterling had to be paid in
advance and all was donated to charity. Enthusiasts who
wanted to visit this event, had lo print out a special application
form and this had to be sent off with a cheque to the RAF. Entry
was possible between noon and 16.00 hours on a pre-
booked time spot. Parking on the base il self was available
and two old British Transport buses were ferrying up and
down to the line-up.

in total, twelve foreign visitors were on the tarmac from six diffe-
rent countries. The RAF showed off their jets in special colour
schemes and four aircraft were adopting these unusual colours.
Apart from the static photo shoot, enthusiasts who were lucky to
get an entry slot before 12.30, were treated with a little operational
show. Tornado ZE735 was ordered to come home and took off
just before 12.30. Soon after, Belgian Seaking RS05 started up
its engines and after a spectacular take-off it kepl on circling
above the airfield for clearance to leave the airspace.

Overall, the RAF at Northolt did a fantastic job again. The
contribution towards charity has been a great success and was
much appreciated by all enthusiasts visiting that day. The RAF
Northolt even provided parking space, bus services and steps
to take those beautiful shots from a different angle. Hereby |
would like to thank all of the people who were involving organizing
and making this event very successful.

Volkel (The Netherlands)

Open Dagen 15/16 June 2007
FA116 F-16AM 10w/nmks

MT35

529/12-KJ

6, 25

5. 10

46+38

84+73

082

43

LX-N90458

1509

3713

15103, 15112
C.15-60/12-18
T.19B-11/35-29
J-5015, J-5021
A-902, A-609, A-907
A-909, A-911, A-912
A-914,A-916,A-917
A-919

70-3013/13, 70-3016/16
70-3027/27, 70-3036/36
70-3039/39, 70-3042/42
71-3055/55
69-4005/05, 71-4019/19
ZGT729M
XX478/CU-564
81-0952/SP
81-0988/SP
59-1469 y/bk
158210/210

D-102

J-005

L-02

Q-05

S-442

V-11

264

D-EEGD

D-EFTU

D-EGIT

ES-TLC, ES-YLF
ES-YLI,ES-YLP
ES-YLS, ES-YLX
ES-YLZ

F-GFSG

(F-ZWTH)

G-AJHS

G-BWGL “N-321"
HB-HZA

N116MA

N320SQ

N39165

CM170
Mirage 2000B
Sup Etendard
Rafale M
Tomado ECR
CH-53G
F-16D
JAS39D
E-3A

An-26
Su-2Z2M-4
F-16A
EF-18A+
CN235M-100
FIA-18C
PC-7

PC-7

PC-7

PC-7

NF-5A

NF-5A

NF-5A

NF-5A
NF-5B
Tornado GR4A
Jetstream T2
OA-10A
A-10A
KC-135R
P-3C
CH-47D
F-16AM
PC-7
AH-64D
AS532U2
GV
SH-14D
P149D
FwP149D
P149D
L-39C
L-39C
L-39C

L-39C
CM170
NH90
DH82A
Hunter TBC
PC-21

Lj36A
TB-25N
DC-2

11sm
EC02.012
11F

12F
JBG32
MTHR-15/nmks
341Mira

MH 59. Sz.D.REB.
NAEWACF

13.eltr
40.elt
Esq201
Ala 12
Ala 35
nmks
Pilotenrekrutesch.
Pilotenrekrutesch.
Pilotenrekrutesch.
Pilotenrekrutesch.
134Filo/Turk. Stars
134Filo/Turk. Stars
134 Filo/Turk. Stars
134Filo/Turk. Stars
134Filo/Turk. Stars
13sq

750sq

81st FS

81st FS

756st ARS AFRC
VP-45/nmks
298sq

311sq
131EMVOsq
301sq

300sq

334sq

MARHELI

ex Germany 92+18
ex Germmany 90+73
as "AS+411"
Breitling Team
Breitling Team
Breitling Team
Skyline Aviation
nn

travel exhibit

ex RAF N6866
ex RAF XF357
Pilatus

Skyline Aviation
as "232511"
as “PH-AJU"

spec mks

spec mks

PT1
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N55904 NA-64 ex Canada 3349
PH-AFS S511-1 ex KLu E-14
PH-DHC DHC-2 Mk1 ex KLu S-9
PH-GAZ PA-18-135 ex KLu R-109
PH-HOK S11-1 ex KLu E-29
PH-IIB AT-16 ex KLu B-118
PH-KHV Beech D185 as KLu "G-29"
PH-LAB Ce550 NLR

PH-MLM AT-16 ex KLu B-71
PH-NET Auster AOPS exRAF TJ347
PH-OUQ Spitfire LFIXc exMK732
PH-PBY PBY-5A as MLD “16-218
PH-PPW PA-18-135 ex KLu R-122
PH-SLO S1141 ex KLu E-38

The code of the Orions former unit, ‘LA’ of VP-5, was still
vaguely visible.

Flightline static side;

A-247,A-292,A-301  SA316B 300sq
E135/1, E158/2, E75/3  Alpha JetE Patrouille de France
E41/4, E117/5, E130/6 Alpha Jet E Patrouille de France

E165/7, E163/8, E162/9 Alpha JetE Patrouille de France

E122/0 Alpha JetE Patrouille de France
Exhibition area and tents static side:

(D-B256) F-104G Va, cockpil only
D-8312 F-104G std, 312sq mks
J-016 F-16AM 312sq

J-066 F-16BM 323sq  spec mks
J-226 F-16A i/a, fuselage only
(J-229) F-16A i/a as "80229"
J-248 F-16A i/a, fuselage only
The J-066 was carrying special RNLAF Flight Test markings.
Far side:

FA131 F-16AM 2w spec mks
C.15-45112-03 EF-18A+ Ala 12

ZABTO Chinook HC2 18/27sq

L-07, L-12 PC-7 131EMVOsq

R-03* AB4125P 303sq

SE-DXI “34071/29" Hunter F58 ex Swiss J4073

¢

(Vo A Vi o N

SE-DXM Hunter F58 ex Swiss J-4082
Far end of airfield:
R90/61-ZH C-160R ET00.061

i r dem ion:
D-106, D-663 CH-47D 298sq
J-008, J-511, J-641 F-16AM 311sq 15& 16
J-013, J-061, J-142 F-16AM 312sq 15& 16
J-018 F-16AM 313sq 15
J-019 F-16AM nmks 15 & 16
J-020, J-063 F-16AM 313sq 16
J-197 F-16AM 311sq 15
J-270 F-16BM 313sq 15 & 16
J-368 F-16BM nmks 15& 16
J-640, J-646 F-16AM 312sq 15 & 16
J-653, J-884 F-16BM 312sq 15& 16
Q-08, Q-29 AH-64D 301sq
S-445, 5459 AS532U2 300sq

The J-840 carried anniversary markings of the 312sq, while
the J-653 was marked "RNLAF Flight Test™. On Friday the 15th
the first two aircraft to take-off for the Air Power demonstration
were the J-018 and J-142. The J-018 suffered a birdstrike just
after take-off, which caused an engine stall. The 312sq pilot,
callsign Kiiko, released the external fuel tanks near the air-
base and then managed to land the aircraft on the runway of
Volkel. Due to this incident, the Air Power demonstration was
cancelled this day and all F-16s that were ready for take-off
returned to their shellers.

' niy:
G-273 C-130H-30 334sq
T-235 KDC-10 334sqg
Other civil aircraft:
G-OFFO, G-ZEXL Extra 300 The Blades
G-ZXCL, G-ZXEL Extra 300 The Blades
JY-RFA, JY-RFB Extra 300 Royal Jord. Falcons
JY-RFC, JY-RFD Extra 300 Royal Jord. Falcons
RA-3085K, RA-17TT1K Yak-52 private
RA-3446K Yak-50 private
TC-ABS S25 private

. ERAL AN SHUEE Y 5 ‘a
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One the support aircraft showing up at Volkel was An-26 1509 of the Polish Air Force. This Curl, as the NATO used to call it, is

assigned to 13.ellr, which means Eskadra Lotnictwa Transportowego, or transport squadron, and is based at Krakow-Balice.

(Volkel, 14 June 2007, Mike Schoenmaker)
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During the Open Days at Violkel The Turkish Stars made their appearance in the Netherlands. They still use the old Dutch NF-5As

and Bs to perform their wonderful show.

The annual open days of the Royal Netherfands Air Force
(KLu) were located at Volkel this year, home of the majority of
the Dutch F-16s. Even though the number of aircraft that air
forces are able to send to air shows has been heavily reduced
over the past years, the KLu managed lo arrange a number of
interesting visitors. The most interesting for most of the
people was probably the Polish Fitter, which evoked memo-
ries of the past when these military jels were present in
Europe in large numbers due to the cold war. Other beautiful
oldies were the three Hunters that took to the sky and the
French Super Etendards on the static display. The state-of-
the-art of airpower was present with the French Rafales, as
well as the Hungarian Gripen. Other interesting visitors
included the US Navy Orion and the Turkish NF-5s (ex Royal
Netherlands Air Force!) of the Turkish Stars demonstration
team that visited the Netherlands for the first time.

The organisation had a creative solution for the reducing
number of aircraft at airshows: using the static line also to
park most of the aircraft for the flying program. This gave the
crowd the opportunity to watch the ground action prior to and
after the flying displays. Talking about the organisation: they
had quite a bit of non-standard situations this year. The
birdstrike of the J-018 was already mentioned above, but they
also had to cope with one of the Breitling L-39s getting off the
taxi-track, the Belgian F-16 that had to cut-off the
demonstration due to technical engine matters, the Patrouille
de France that also had to cut-off their demonstration on
Saturday due to a suddenly approaching rainstorm and last-
but-not-least a B-52 that was in the neighbourhood
(Geilenkirchen open day). When the B-52 entered Dutch
airspace heading for Geilenkirchen, Dutchmil asked the crew
if they would be able to do a fiyby over Volkel. The crew was
positive, but unfortunately the timing was quite bad and it was
impossible to get a suitable display slot So the BUFF headed
straight to Geilenkirchen and was only visible from Volke! at a
very large distance.

The flying display itself was also affected by military budget
cuts: even the reliable RAF is not demonstrating frequently
anymore! This resulted in only two types of fast jets in the
display: Spanish and Swiss F/A-18 Homets and Belgian and
Dutch F-16s. Siill, the open days were a fun event again and
we are already looking forward to next years show at
Leeuwarden!

(Volkel, 16 June 2007, Mike Schoenmaker)

Hamilton, Ont. (Canada)

Flyfest 2007 16-17 June 2007
104790 CF-104 as “104756"
116757 CF-116 preserved

a1 DHC-5D std ex SudanAF
J-1145 Vampire FB6 as“A-AP”
NX549FM CM170 as “208/312-TY"
Flightlines/Flying;

C-FAIU PT-17 ex 41-8621
C-FBXK CT-120 ex Canada 12041
CF-FLC Spitfire LF9c  exMK912
C-FGAT Sea Fury FB10 ex Iraq 324
CF-PQL Canso A ex Canada 11084
C-FPUG T-28C ex 146279
CFVWG Harvard IV ex Canada 20412
C-GCWC Cormell I ex Canada 10835
C-GCWM B-25J ex 45-8883
C-GDAK DC-3-201B as “KN456"
C-GVRA Lancaster XMR ex FM213
C-GWCT Tiger Moth ex Canada 8922
C-GZCE Beech D18S as "143/BAE”
NS1EA P-51D ex Canada 9554
N240CA F4U-4B ex 97359

Father's Day could be celebrated with the Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum in Hamilton. The days of large air shows
featuring modemn aircraft and multiple demo teams appear to
be over here and the main focus is now on the superb mu-
seum collection and visiting local warbirds, contributing to a
relaxed atmosphere. The abovementioned aircraft all flew
from the main museum area, visiting cargo aircraft at the rest
of the airport were not noted. Aircraft preserved inside the mu-
seum are omitted from this report. The public was situated
south of the runway allowing good photographic
opportunities of the flying demonsirations.

Geilenkirchen (Germany)

25th Anniversary Open Day 17 June 2007
Static:
ST34 SF260M 5sm
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140102
204/36-CD
2427/CZY
30+20
38+55
45+57
45+83
50+89
60+03
4122
158825
160560
407

30

42
MM7006/6-31
MM62215
299

304

508
15220
15229

CE.15-6/15-75
T.21-05/3543

100003/003
J-5237

77-0281, 77-0299

ZH103/03
81-0956/SP
81-0963/SP
60-D059/LA
57-1499
164387
LX-N20199
LX-N90443
LX-N90455
LX-N90456

CP-140
E-3F
AS532UL Hor.,
EF2000(T)
F-4F
Tomado IDS
Tomado 1DS
C-160D
P-3C

c-27J

A-TE

A-TE

An-26
JAS39C
JAS39D
Tornado 1DS
Cc-27J
F-16AM
F-16BM
Su-22UM-3K
Alpha Jet A
Alpha Jet A
EF-18B+
C295M
S100D
FIA-18D
F-4E-2020
Sentry AEW1
OA-10A
A-10A
B-52H
KC-135R
E-6B
CT-49A
E-3A

E-3A

E-3A

14 Wing
EDCAQ00.036
1RHC
JGT3
JG71
AGS1
JBG31
LTG62
MFG3
354 MTM
335 MV
335MV
MH59.Sz.D. REB
MH 59. Sz.D. REB.
MH 59, Sz.D. REB.
120°Grspec 154°Gr
a8°Gr TM

FLO

FLO

8.elt

Asas de Portugal
Esq301 spec mks
Ala 15

353 Esc

F17Mm

nmks

111Filo/nmks
8/23/54(R)sq

81st FS

81st FS

96th BS “06BS”
191st ARS UT ANG
VQ-3

NAEWS&CF
NAEWE&CF spec mks
NAEWS&CF
NAEWACF

tiger mks

D-ECBW P149D ex Germany 92+19
D-FMBB “FM-BB” HA 1112-M1L ex Spain C4K-135
HB-RCB P3-05 ex Swiss A-859
N6123C B-25J ex USAF 44-86893
N996DM DC-8B Flying Bulls

The Alpha Jet in Asas de Portugal colours caused some
confusion, as the "0 of the serial was actually painted with a
diagonal dash, like “@". Therefore, some people logged this
aircraft as 15228, but that is not correct

Elying/elsewhere:
D-HNWL BK117A-3 Polizei

NATO air base Geilenkirchen celebrated the 25th anniversary
of the NATO E-3A Component with this open day. The event
consisted only of a slatic display, but the quality of the
participanis was excellent. A large number of interesting
visitors could be seen on the tarmac: the Canadian Aurora, the
Greek Corsairs and C-27, Hungarian Gripens, Polish Fitter,
Turkish Phantoms and the American B-52 and E-6.
Unfortunately the static lay-out was far from ideal for
photographers, with fences very close to the aircraft

Credits showreports:

John Alexander, Jon Astley, Mark Almond, Erneslo Bauer, John
Bennett, Roland van Bommel, Danny Bonny, Alan Cole, Barry
Cooper, Paul Coppin, Stewart Dempster, Tim Doherty, Geoff
Dryden, David Eade, lan French, Neil Giles. Nick Godfrey,
Stuart Haigh, Lars Hoebers, John Hulchins, Ronny Jansen,
Stefan Jongen, Peter van Kaathoven, Alan Kilham, John
Knight, Rene Liebe, Alan Macey, Patrick Moonen, Duncan
Morley, HR.E. Morris, Mike Nelson, Masanori Ogawa, Pieter
van Oostrum, Simon Patterson, Pieter Plomp, David
Rickwood, Dirk Jan de Ridder, Oscar Sannen, Andreas
Schoen, Uli Seibicke, Nathan Simpson, Alex Smit, Jeep Sto-
ker, Peter Ure, John Varley, Gijs ten Velde, Hans van der Vlist,
Christopher Walken, Joost de Wit, Paul Witty, Toronto Area
Spotters Network

Still going strong, the B-52s of the United States Air Force. This is the 60-0059/LA, the CO aircraft of 96th Bombardment Squadron

based at Barksdale AFB in Louisiana.

(Geitenkirchen, 18 June 2007, Arjen Sleeuwenhoek)
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Nordic Solutions Air Services operates this Saab 340A for Air Aland. The LY-KXE shown above is one of two Saabs in the fleet of

this Finnish company.

Civil Trips
Finland

Helsinki-Vantaa 20 April 2007
Spotting on this field is very good. The airport is small and you
don't need to miss anything. Between departure 2 & 3 is a
restaurant where you have a very good view on the tarmac and
runways. When you walk along the domeslic terminal and
walk straight on, you will enter the General Aviation area. This
walk is about 20 minutes. Here you have a good view over the
General Aviation and Cargo tarmac. Finnair, Biuel and
FinnComm Airlines are the biggest users of this nice field. But
on day 1, 3 and 5 Severstal is scheduied with a Yakoviev 40
flight. | didn’t have any problems with the police or security
during the days. The Aviation Museum is only a 15 minutes
walk out of the terminal. Making pictures there is not so easy
The planes are very close to each other and the light is not so
good. When you go here don't forget to visit the nice city of
Helsinki as well!

EI-CDF B737-548 Pulkovo Aviation
ES-KRE, ES-KRK ATR72-201 Aerc Alrlines

LY-ISR Saab 340A Air Aland

N318UP B767-34AFER United Parcel Service
QE-\VI Fokker 100 Austrian Airlines
OH-AFI B757-2K2 Air Finland

OH-BLC, OH-BLD MD-90-30 Bluet

OH-FAE Saab 340A Golden Air

OH-SAH BAe146-RJB5 Biue1

OY-NCM Do328-310 Sun-Air of Scandinavia
RA-11529 An-12 Airstars

SE-ISD Saab 340A Golden Air

SE-LEP Saab 340A Golden Air

FinnComm _Airlines:

ATR42 OH-ATA, OH-ATB, OH-ATC, OH-ATD

ATR72 OH-ATF

ERJ145 OH-EBE

Finnair;

A340-313 OH-LQA

A319-112 OH-LVF, OH-LVI

B757-2Q8 OH-LBO, OH-LBS, OH-LBU

ERJ170 OH-LEF, OH-LEl, OH-LEK, OH-LEM, OH-LEN,
OH-LEO

MD-11 OH-LGA, OH-LGB, OH-LGC, OH-LGF

(Helsinki, 18 May 2007, Niels Borcharding)

Finnish Aviation Museum 20 April 2007
There is a lot more to see than only three planes listed below.
A full list can be found on the website of the museum
www.suomenilmailumuseo.fi

OH-LRB Convair 340-40Finnair

OH-MVL DHC-2 Fintand Frontier Guard
OH-VKB DC-3 Kar-Air
Helsinki-Malmi 21 April 2007

From Helsinki city you can reach this field with bus 75.

ES-CAC, ES-CAG An-2 Air Livonia

OH-ACN RCB90A Konekorhonen Oy
OH-HCH, OH-HCK EC135 Copterline

OH-HCL, OH-HCO EC135 Copterline

OH-SLK DHC-6-300 Finnish Parachuting Team
Helsinki-Vantaa 22 April 2007
ES-KRL ATR72-201 Aero Airlines

OH-LEH ERJ170LR Finnair

OH-LGE MD-11 Finnair

OH-LKF ERJ190LR Finnair

OH-SAL BAe146-RJ85 Blue1

TC-OGF A320-214 Atlasiet International
Latvia

Riga-Skulte 22 April 2007

Riga is a nice small airport where you can read numbers without
any problems. In the terminal building on level 2 there is a small
viewing area. Just outside the terminal you can aiso see planes
without problems. | didn't make pictures so | don't know that
situation. This field is rather quiet, mainly used by Air Baltic.
Uzbekistans B767-300 is the biggest plane in town for the flight
to New York JFK. No problems were encountered with the police
and security during spotting. The city of Riga is aiso nice to see!

CCCP-65874 Tu-134 ex Aerofiot der
ER-AXY An-12 Aeronord-Group
LN-RDL DHC-8-402 SAS Commuter
YL-BCB A320-211 LatCharter

YL-KSA An-74 KS Avia

YL-KSC Raytheon 390 KSAvia

YL-LAB Tu-154B-2 Latpass stored
YL-LAJ IL-76TD Inversersija stored
YL-LHC, YL-LHH Mi-2 stored

YL-RAE An-26 RAF Avia

YL-RAF An-74 RAF Avia
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Air Baitic;
B737-500 YL-BBL, YL-BBP, YL-BBQ
Fokker 50 YL-BAW, YL-BAZ

23 April 2007
LN-KKM B737-3Y0 Norwegian Air Shuttle
LN-RDT DHC-8402 SAS Commuter
OY-PEB Beech 200 Bryggerigruppen
UR-DAP Yak-40 AeroCharter
Air Baltic:
Fokker 50 YL-BAO, YL-BAR, YL-BAV, YL-BAZ
Sweden
Stockholm-Arlanda 23 April 2007

For some tips for spotting on Stockholm-Arlanda please visil
our website: www.scramble.nlairporis

3D-NEE B747-212B Northeast Airlines
B-2493 B767-3J6ER Air China

D-AGWA A319-132 Germanwings

LN-KKT B737-3L9 Norwegian Air Shuttle
LN-TUM B737-705 SAS Braathens
N963PG MD-83 Map Jet stored
OY-JRV Beech 1900D Danish Air Transport
SE-DAA, SE-DAF SE210-1 SAS stored
SE-DAI SE210-1 SAS stored
SE-DSO BAe146-RJ100 Skyways

SE-DZK B737-804 TUlfly Nordic

SE-KXK Saab 2000 Golden Air

SE-KXY Beech 1900D Nextjet

SE-LCX Beech 19000 Nextjet

SE-LSG Saab 2000 Citylink

UR-CCT DC-9-51 UM Air

FlyNordic:

MD-82 SE-RFD, SE-RDU stored

MD-83 SE-RDS, SE-RDV, SE-RFA

Highland Air:

BAe3201 SE-LHB, SE-LHE, SE-LHH

Skyways:

Fokker 50 SE-LEB, SE-LEL, SE-LIO, SE-LIP
Saab2000 SE-LSB, SE-LSE

B737-600 LN-RPS, LN-RPT, OY-KKS
B737-800 LN-RRK
DHC-8 LN-RDO.OY-KCE, OY-KCF, OY-KCG

Credit: Roald Meigert.
Kenya

Nairobi-Jomo Kenyatta 7 May 2007

The following was noted during two transit stops here after
dark. Views from airside in the international part of the termi-

nal is generally poor as a result of the terminal’'s semi-circular
design: you are always looking outwards and, apart from two
small areas, it is not possible to get right up to the glass.
However, if travelling on a regional or domestic flight, it is
necessary to walk across the apron to the aircraft and, depen-
ding on where your aircraft is parked, many numbers can be
logged in this way. There is a separate cargo ramp which is
not visible from the inlernational terminal. Although this is
used for perishable cargos only (fruit, vegetables and
flowers). This means thal general cargo flights park at the
international terminal. There are usually one or two Antonov
12s at the far end of the terminal, aithough apron lighting is not
good here and only one could be identified.

5H-PAQ ATR72-212 Precisionair
5H-ZAS F28-4000 Zanair

5Y-AXF DC-9-32 African Express
5Y-BUN ATR42-320 Fly540.com
5Y-FLA, 5Y-FLB Saab 340B Flamingo Airlines
5Y-TCO BAeT48 Trackmark Cargo
ABG-ERT A340-313 Emirates
LX-LCV B747-4R7F  Cargolux
00-SFO A330-301 Brussels Airlines
PH-BFD B747-406M KLM Asia

Kenya Airways:

B737-3U8 5Y-KQB, 5Y-KQC, 5Y-KQD
B737-8U8 5Y-KYB, 5Y-KYC

10 May 2007
5Y-BRN F27-300M Air Express
5Y-FWS EMB110 nnknown
AB-EAS A330-243 Emirates
HB-1QJ A330-223 Swiss
S9-DBO An-12 nn
5Y-KQP B737-38E Kenya Airways
5Y-KQX B767-36N Kenya Airways
Uganda
Entebbe-International 10 May 2007

An interesting place, with movements swollen considerably
by the United Nations logistics base on the ramp adjacent to
the old terminal. To reach the new terminal, it is necessary lo
drive right pasl this base so a slow drive-by could be
performed to identify most, if not all, of the aircraft present
Unfortunately, | was not in a position to ask my driver to do so.
However, it is possible lo identify some aircraft without using
optics and discreet use at the new terminal yielded two more
registrations. Once checked-in here, it is not possible to go
back outside and there are no views of the UN ramp from
inside the terminal. However, the departure lounge offers
unrestricled views of the cargo and passenger ramp.

4L-12008 An-12 nn
5X-CAU B707-436 Government of Uganda

Precisionair from Tanzania operates several ATR42s and ATR72s and also two Let 410s. They use their aircraft on domestic

routes. This ATR72 5H-PAQ visited Nairobi in Kenya.

(Nairobi, January 2007, Skillet)
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The Boeing 737s of Deer Jet Airlines are operaled under the name Deer Air. This B-2608 is the formal N305FA of Frontier Airlines.

5X-GNF, 5X-JNF L410UVP Eagle Air

5X-TEZ EMB120 Regal Daisy Airlines
5X-UCF L-100-30 Uganda Air Cargo
5Y-KQC B737-3U8 Kenya Airways
9Q-CBP B727-2H3 Spirit titles

9Q-CRU SE210-6N International Air Charter
AP-BRJ A321-131 Airblue

ET-ALU B737-760 Ethiopian Airlines
RA-24125, RA-24127 Mi-17 nn

ST-TKO An-32 nn

S9-DBP An-12 nn

S9-DBR IL-76 nn

S9-SAB IL-76 nn

UR-UCT IL-76 United Nations
Z5-ACS Beech 200 United Nations

The 5X-CAU is in a very poor condition outside the airport and
the Caravelle 9Q-CRU is preserved outside the airport.

A few comments on some of these: the Pakistani Airbus was
operating a flight for the Royal Nepalese Army, taking home
some peacekeeping troops deployed 1o MONUC. The Beech
arrived and was shown on the arrival boards as "UN810" from
Bunia. The two aircraft off airport have been here a long time
and are 1o the left of the airport road as you drive in - the airfield
is to the right, so don't miss them! I'm not 100% sure of S9-
DBP as the last letter was partially obscured by the trailing
Edﬁe oof the wing - but it seems to fit, given S9-DBO was noted
at NBO.

Credit: Roy Blewett.

China

Beijing-Capital 14 April 2007
B-3990 BAe125-800XP Thai Air Charter
B-3993 BAe125-800XP Deer Jet
B-8080 G-IV Deer Jet
B-HYD, B-HYE A330-342 Dragon Air
B-MAI CL-601-3A Jet Asia Macau
JAB14A B767-381 ANA

N1 G-V FAA

OE-LAM A330-223 Austrain Airlines
P-552 Tu-154B-2 Air Koryo

This was noted near the terminal, after arrival from Amster-
dam.

15 April 2007
This day started nice, the weather was good and | went to the
well known places along the runway. This day a lot of people

(Nanjing Lukau, 20 April 2007, Jan Willem van Lier)

went to the dike, also a lot of Chinese people with motorbikes,
so be careful. The Koreans came in on the other runway.

avV-SYH B777-312 Singapore Airlines
B-2528 B737-3Y0 China Postal Airlines
B-5001 B767-3WOER China Eastern Airlines
B-HAI A330-342 Dragon Air

N455UP B757-24APF  United Parcel Service
OE-LAL A340-313X Austrain Al +16,17,25
PK-GEE B737-8CX Garuda Indonesian Aw
RP-C3229 A320-214 Philippine Airlines
VN-A353 A321-231 Vietnam Airlines
VP-BWV B767-3T7ER Aerofiot

16 April 2007
My hotel was in downtown Beijing, near the llama temple. A
ride with the taxi takes you to the place along the runways in
about one hour, when the traffic is good. The price is about 68
yuan, =6.

OM-MKI A330-322 Malaysia Airlines
9VvV-SYD B777-312 Singapore Airlines
AT-AFM A330-202 Qatar Airways
F-GSal B777-328ER  Air France
OY-KBC A340-31X SAS
RA-85801 Tu-154M Kras Air
RP-C3223 A320-214 Philippine Airlines
VP-BAX B767-36NER Aeroflot
VP-BIJ B747-281F  Air Brigde Cargo

17 April 2007

This day spotting was conducted from the terminal before our
flight to Xi'an.

9M-MKD A330-322 Malaysia Airlines
B-2675 B737-8Q6 Hainan Airlines

B-3989 Beech 400A  Private

B-3999 GV Air China Business Jet
B-HYG A330-343X Dragon Air

F-GSPE B777-228ER Air France

HS-TGE B747-4D7 Thai Airways

RA-03008 Falcon 900EX Gazpromavia

VP-BUZ B767-33PER Uzbekistan Airways
Xi'an-Xianjang 17 April 2007

Take a right out of the terminal and go straight on to the first exit
to the right. Then you walk through a small village and a buil-
ding of Hainan Airlines. Then again right on a path and walk to
the intersection and take left, from this place you will enter a
field. Making pictures here is rather good. Around the city is a
lot of smog, every year around 1000 people die because of the
very bad air.
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B-2132, B-2134 MD-82 China Northern Airlines
B-2147, B-2261 MD-90-30 China Northern Airlines
B-2251 MD-90-30 China Northern Airlines
B-3947, B-3983 Do0328-310 Hainan Airlines

B-5301 B737-85C Xiamen Airlines
B-6044 A319-115 Air China
Nanjing-ukau 20 April 2007

On the left side outside the terminal. near the departures, you
can read some planes on the tarmac. Also an oplion is to go
downstair near the taxi place, walk there to the tower and ask
the guard if it is allowed to take pictures. | didn’t have problems
with this, but don’t stay here too long. There is a road to runway
09, take a taxi because it is too hot to walk there.

B-2405, B-2408 A320-232 China Southern Airlines
B-2608 B737-36Q Deer Jet

B-2686 B737-8Q8 Shanghai Airlines
B-2711, B-2715 BAe146-300 China Southern Airlines
B-2719 BAe146-300 China Southern Airines
B-3080 CRJ701ER  Shandong Airlines
B-5130 B737-8Q8 Shanghai Airlines
B-5216 B737-75C Xiamen Airlines
B-5248 B737-790 Hainan Airlines

B-6215 A319-112 Chang An Airlines
B-6301 A320-214 Spring Airlines
Shanghai-Pudong 25 April 2007

On the left side of the terminal you have a small view of the
tarmac, a picture is also possible but not with the best result.
After the security checks you have a nice view over the larmac
and you can take some pictures, but the glass is slanting.
China Eastern Airlines is based here, so if you need some!

gv-sQl B777-212ER Singapore Airlines
9v-SYJ B777-312 Singapore Airlines
B-2568 B767-3WOER China Eastern Airlines
B-5058 B737-330 Yangtze River Express
B-6233 A319-11 Juneyao Airlines
B-LTE A321-232 Dragon Air

B-MAL A318-132 Air Macau

HL7423 B747-4BE Asiana Airlines
HL7726, HLT727 B737-9B5 Korean Air

HL7734 B777-2B5ER Korean Air

HL7744 A320-232 Asiana Airdines
HS-MS5 GV Saudi Medical Service
JADAKZ B747-4KZERF NCA Cargo

JAB15J B767-346ER Japan Airlines
VB-RBT A320-232 Royal Brunei Airlines
VP-BDG DC-10-40 Aeroflot Cargo

Beijing-Capital 25 April 2007
This was noted before my flight back to Amsterdam. The
Austrain was special colours and the Dragon Air too.

B-5072 B737-341  China Postal Airfines
B-6076, B-6080 A330-243  Air China

B-HWG A330-343X  Dragon Air

C-FTNQ A340-313X  Arr Canada

HL7466 B747-4B5F  Korean Air Cargo
HL7739 B777-28EER Asiana Airlines

Credit: Jan-Willem van Lier.

Military Trips

Vietnam

This trip was actually a regular holiday but we were able to log
some interesting aircraft on the way. We toured the country
from south to north (starting in Ho Chi Minh end ending in
Hanoi). Travelling across the country Iis very easy and very
cheap. Several tourist organisations run open tour buses
across the counlry, These buses are equipped with air
conditioning and link all main (tourist) cities. A ticket from Ho
Chi Minh (Saigon) to Hanoi costs less than USD 30. The down
side from this option is that you only get to the commonly
known cities and attractions. Tickets for air travel can be
bought at numerous places and the prices are quite fair (e.g.
Da Nang to Hanoi for USD 52). Hotels can be found without a
hitch (actually it is harder to ignore them then to find them) and
a good nights sleep should cost no more than USD 25 (for two
persons). Combine this with cheap food, an interesting
history, friendly people and numerous interesting spots lo visit
the country is a very nice destination for a holiday.

Flying from Frankfurt (via Bangkok) we arrived at Ho Chi Minh
Tan Son Nhut airport in the dark. We were therefore not able to
log the Vietnamese Air Force (Khong Quan Nhan Dan Viet
Nam) transport aircraft and helicopters that are based here.
During our stay in Ho Chi Minh the only place that had aircraft
was the reunification palace. After a visit to the Cu Chi tunnels
and the Mekong Delta we went o Dalat for the weekend. In
Dalat we bought a ticket for a flight from Da Nang to Hanoi (in
order to avoid a 14 hours bus ride and improve the chances of
reading some serials).

Ho Chi Minh — Reunification Palace 15 May 2007
01638 F-5E VNAF pres
69-15445 UH-1H VNAF pres

The itinerary for the bus tour showed a 'stop’ al the Po Klong

Lucky Air is a low budget subsidiary of Hainan Airlines. Their fleet consists of three Boeing 737s. The newest ane is this B-5248,

ex Alaska Airlines and delivered in March 2007.

(Nanjing Lukau, 20 April 2007, Jan Willem van Lier)
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This picture was not made during the trip that is described here but this Su-22M-4, 58789, was still active in 2007.

Garai Temples near Phan Rang on the Monday. Knowing
these temples are near the air base and are an excellent
‘excuse’ to be there. There was some disappointment when
we found out that the stop at these temples was only 5
minutes (after having swilched buses at the very last minute to
get here after all). Nothing was seen during these 5 minutes
so we decided to book a private car in Nha Trang for the next
day (taking us from Nha Trang to Phan Rang and back).

Nha Trang was a relaxing place. The air base (home to the
trainers of the Vietlnamese Air Force) is located in the south
side of the cily and near lhe beach. Being surrounded by
buildings and with its approach crossing the beach it is an
easy prey for our hobby. We booked a room in the Linh Giang
hotel along the beach. The car taking us to Phan Rang was
supposed to arrive at 07.00am and this left some room for
spotting at Nha Trang. The Yak-52s (can't confirm the L-39s
are slill here) were flying their circuits at first light. A total of ten
were logged from our balcony between 05.30 and 06.45am.
Then we hopped into the car taking us to Phan Rang. Upon
arrival there we were greeted by two blue Su-22M4s coming
back from their mission. Running up the hill towards the temp-
les meant that these two escaped identification (the
temperatures in Vietnam are very high and being out of breath
and sweating like a pig does nol help much while reading
serials). Fortunately these two flew again later, like all the
other seven Fitters on the flightline did. The blue single seat
aircraft were read while the camouflaged two seater were too
far away. We kept our binoculars in the open all the time, and
this didn't trigger anyone to start panicking. Photography is not
an option from the temples. You can get closer to the approach
but this wasn't tried. No Flankers were seen during our two
hour stay near the Po Klong Garai Temples although they
were based and seen here in the past

Nha Trang 22 May 2007
910th Regt, Yak-52: 01, 06, 07, 09, N,
14, 17, 20, 22, 23
Phan Rang 22 May 2007
937th Regl, Su-22M-4: 5854, 5861, 5871, 5876, 5879
Su-22UM-3: 4x

The following days we were inlo a ‘regular’ holiday again,
visiting Hoi An and Hue. The MiG-21s from Da Nang were
active on Thursday morning since a number of them was
seen (and heard) in Hol An, From Hue we booked a DMZ-tour.
A touristic day frip thal takes you to the major sites related to
the former DMZ between North and South Vietnam. One of the
stops was planned at the Khe Sanh Combal Base museum.
Located on the premises of the former US base the small
museum holds a couple of airframes and the wreckage of a
Huey-helicopter.

(Phan Rang, 18 August 1998, Marc van Zon)

Khe Sanh Combat Base museum 26 May 2007
65-8025 CH-47A USAmy pres
69-15883 UH-1H USAmy pres
201157/418 UH-1H USAmy wreck

We took a bus for the small trip from Hue to Da Nang on
Sunday lo be able lo board our flight to Hanoi on Monday
morning. Unfortunately the local MiG-21s and helicoplers
were nol active that day. If they are flying you can view the
Fishbeds from inside the civil terminal as their taxi-track runs
in front of the terminal. We asked to be seated on the left side
of the aircraft to be able to view the military ramps. While
taxying we were able to read some of the helicopters and
MiG-21s. The helicopters are ‘out in the open’ and with the
help of a camera you can make them all. The MiG-21s were
inside their shelters but you are high enough to overlook the
wall that surrounds the shelters. We were able o identify three
Fishbeds but could have done betler, had we been better
prepared. The abandoned shelter area on the western side of
the air base is full of MiG-21 wreckage. The scrapheap can
clearly be seen using GoogleEarth.

When we arrived al Hanoi-Noi Bai it had started raining a little
bit and the sky was very clouded. A two-seat MiG-21 was being
towed off the flightline when we came off the plane. It was
positioned inside its shelter and all other MiG-21s were inside
their homes as well. You can look inside these shelters while
being left of the civil terminal. We were able lo identify one
more inside these shelters (8212 but this one was read as
8312). Not all of them wore covers so we could have done
better if the area had not been so crowded. | didn't feel good to
keep the binoculars pointed towards the shelters oo long.

While strawling through the city of Hanoi during the afternocon
we visited the Army Museum. Apart from a lot of propaganda,
and a number of interesting facts we also saw some
preserved aircraft. The museum also holds an area where
wreckage of shot down and crashed US aircraft is displayed.
They are positioned in a way to form some sort of art object.

Da Nang 28 May 2007

920th Regt, MiG-21bis: 5332, 5334, 5337

945th Regt, Ka-28: 7521, 7524, 7526, 7527
Ka-32T: 7552

Mi-8?; 7372

Mi-1772: 8408, 8411
5228 MiG-21bis VPAF wifu
Hanoi — Noi Bai 28 May 2007
921st Regt, MIG-21UM: 8202, 8212
Hanoi - Army Museum 28 May 2007
4324 MIiG-21PFM  VPAF pres
132436 A-1E USNavy pres
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Museum along Nguyen Son 29 May 2007
670.C An-2 VPAF pres
VN-C482 IL-14 pres

The next four days were spent in the mountains near Sa Pa
and scenic Halong Bay. While heading for Halong Bay on a
Friday we stopped halfway between two MiG-21 bases (Kien
An and Kep) and a couple of MiG-21s was seen at low level.
They escaped identification though...

We visited the Vietnamese Air Defence — Air Force Museum in
Hanol on our final day. The Bao Tang Phong Khong — Khong
Quan museum appears to be a new combination of two
separate museums. Construction work was still under way
when we where there. This museum also has an area that
displays the left overs of US and South Vietnamese aircraft.

On departure from Hanoi — Noi Bai we found two Royal
Australian Air Force aircraft present. These aircraft visited the
country to pick up the remains of two Australian servicemen

- that were missing since 1965. Their remains had only recently
This Ka-28 shot shows the view you have from your aircraft been recovered.

taking you from Da Nang to another destination. - -
(Da Nang, 28 May 2007, Stefan Goossens) Hanoi - Bao Tang Phong Khong - Khong Quan

3 June 2007

134636 A-1H USAF pres Inside:
A-37 USAF pres 5151 MiG-21MF VPAF pres cockpit only
67-17651 UH-1H USAF pres Outside:
The next day we rented two bicycles to be able to reach Gia 0475 A3TA VPAF pres
Lam. Joining Vietnamese lraffic on our bicycies was a nice 132 AD-6 VPAF pres
experience. Vietnamese cities are extremely busy with literally 02103 An-2 VPAF pres
millions of scooters in every comer you can imagine. It takes 7579 F-5A VPAF pres
some time to find out how traffic actually works but when you 6058 F-6 VPAF pres
get the hang of it, it is actually good fun. The apparent absence 027 UH-1H VPAF pres
of rules leads to two goods things; only friendly drivers and 7511 Ka-25BSh VPAF pres
constantly flowing traffic (whereas Europe has loads of rules, 743 L-29 VPAF pres
huge traffic jams and hardly any friendly drivers...). You can 151D Mi-4 VPAF pres
view the flightiine at Gia Lam by following the main road 7609 Mi-6 VPAF pres
across the river from the old town (the main road and bridge is 7430 Mi-24A VPAF pres
south of the Paul Doumer Bridge). At the first traffic lights you 2011, 2047 MiG-17 VPAF pres
see after passing the river you tum right (the road called 4326 MiG-21PF VPAF pres
Nguyen Son) and head towards the end. The road curves to 5020 MiG-21PFM VPAF pres
the right and you keep following this road. About 200 meters 5121 MiG-21MF VPAF pres
after the curve you can turn left towards a driving school. From 01 TL-1 VPAF pres
the area where the would be drivers are taught how to steer 764 U-17A VPAF pres
and brake you can see the flightline. We were able to read 101 Zlin 226 VPAF pres
some of the aircraft while an An-2 and M28 were flying circuits. Wreckage-dispiay:
Hanoi - Gia Lam 29 May 2007 15300 1/NH-001 F-4B USNawy
918th Regt, An-2: 106 15632, 15736 UH-1 USAmy

a:;gﬁ gf;}? 261, 262, 271 Hanoi - Noi Bai 3 June 2007

: A36-002 B737-7DT RAAF/34sqg
A87-002 C-130H RAAF/37sq
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VMAS Dia Day 2007: Every year the Veneto Military Aviation Society (VMAS) and the ltalian F-4 Phantom Society organize their annual
convention in Conegliano near Venice, Italy, Originally this event was set up for Italian spotters only, but it has since become one of
the biggest international events for dedicated military aviation collectors and enthusiasts. During the convention it will be possible
to buy, sell and exchange slides, photos, negatives, books, patches etc. The event will take place on 6 Oclober in the gymnasium
near San Martino Square in Conegliano (TV). Entrance will be free and tables are available for just 5 Euro each. There will even be
a little buffet during the moming, and between 12.30 - 14.00 hrs all participants and visitors are invited to join the perfect ltalian
tradition: Lunch at the Pizzeria across the street. The meeting will be open from 09.30 - 17.00 hrs. Currently aviation enthusiasts
from ltaly, Switzerland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom have already announced their participation. For more information
about this event please contact stetrevi@libero.it or danielemattiuzzo@virgilio. it

For sale: Original British military slides, including out of service types and air to air. Can supply by aircraft type/type and serial or you
can supply your wish list of slides still required. Contact: Roger Hurt, 64 Railey Rd, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 8BZ, United
Kingdom. Ensure to include e-mail address/address.

www.scramble.nl/shop.htm
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Deployments to Geilenkirchen

Frank Noort & Arnold ten Pas

For more than fourteen years, through a NATO contract with the National Guard Bureau, the United States Air National Guard has
been deploying aerial refuelling unils to provide E-3A and CT-49 crews with aerial refuelling during training missions. Seen here

is an E-3A banking away from the KC-135

For several years United States Air National Guard KC-135
Tankers have been deployed to Geilenkirchen Airbase. Again,
Geilenkirchen will host a number of ANG units this year o
provide air-to-air refuelling

Frank Noort and Arnold ten Pas were able to join a mission
with the Alaska ANG taking off from Geilenkirchen to refuel two
E-3 Sentry aircraft. What follows is an insight of such a
mission plus some background on the ANG tanker
deployments al this NATO airbase

The receiver: NATO AWACS

The NATO Airborne Early Waming & Control Force
(NAEWACF) was formally activated on 28 June 1982 al
Geilenkirchen Airbase and celebrates its 25th anniversary this
year. The unit consists of personnel of vitually every NATO Air
Force and they jointly operate the E-3A aircraft with the
distinctive dish on top. The NAEWB&CF possesses seventeen
of these sophisticated E-3As, moslly referred to as "AWACS"
Next to that, the unit also has three CT-49As for training
purposes which are basically the same airframe as the E-3
but then without the radar on top. Besides that, the CT-49s are
not capable of air-to-air refuelling but can only make “dry”
hook-ups.

The AWACS aircraft are used to control NATO airspace around
the clock and therefore the missions are long. And because of
that, fuel is an absolute necessity to keep the aircraft in the air
for a long period. The NATO unit in Geilenkirchen does not
have its own tanker aircraft so these need lo be obtained via
other sources. Air-to-Air Refueling is not a matter of buying
some tankers and simply fuelling up aircraft while flying. Air-to-
air refueling is a delicale operation which needs months and
months of training

For more than fourteen years, through a NATO contract with
the National Guard Bureau, the United States Air National
Guard has been deploying aerial refueling units to provide
E-3A and CT-49 crews with aerial refuelling during training
missions. Besides that, RAF E-3Ds from Waddinglon makes

(Frank Noort)

use of the ANG tankers as well, This year, the following
deployment schedule applies:

Date Type Unit

08jan - 19jan KC-135E 1515t ARS TN ANG
22jan - 02feb KC-135R 136th ARS NY ANG
05feb - 16feb KC-135R 106th ARS AL ANG
20feb -02mar KC-135R 173rd ARS NE ANG
O5mar - 16mar KC-135R 116th ARS WA ANG
19mar - 30mar KC-135R 127th ARS KS ANG
16apr - 27apr KC-135R 168th ARS AK ANG
30apr -1imay KC-135R 133rd ARS NH ANG
14may - 26may KC-135R 136th ARS NY ANG
28may - 08jun KC-135R 166th ARS OH ANG
11jun - 22jun KC-135R 191st ARS UT ANG
25jun - 06jul KC-135E 108th ARS IL ANG
08jul - 20jul KC-135E 108th ARW NJ ANG
23jul -03aug KC-135R 121st ARW OH ANG
13aug - 24aug KC-135R 108th ARW OH ANG
27aug -07sep KC-135R 203rd ARS HI ANG
10sep -02sep KC-135R 128th ARW WIANG
24sep - 050ct KC-135T 171stARW PA ANG
OBoct - 190cct KC-135R 186th ARW MS ANG
290ct - 09nov KC-135R 197th ARS AZ ANG
12nov - 21nov KC-135R 1515t ARS TN ANG
26nov -07dec  KC-135R 151st ARS TN ANG
10dec - 21dec KC-135E 190th ARW KS ANG
Credit: SGMaastricht

Typically, the Air National Guard deploys “packages” of two
KC-135R Stratotankers with a small group of pilots, boom
operators, maintenance, supply and other support personnel.
A dedicated ANG unit, called "ANGLO", is present at GK
throughout the year. Lt Col Richard Keasey is the detachment
commander and makes sure everything goes according to
plan here. As we visited the deployment of the Alaska ANG at
Geilenkirchen in April, we focus on one of the Tanker flight
operations during that visil.
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Here a unique insight of the schedule of the second week of the deployment.

Alaska ANG deployment to Geilenkirchen

On Monday 16 April, Chena81 and Chena82, two KC-135R
Stratotankers belonging to the 168th ARS, touched down at
Geilenkirchen Airbase. The two aircraft, with serals 58-0122
and 59-1461, were parked at the eastem side of the ramp,
which is reserved for Tanker deployments and other visitors.
The aircrew arriving at the airbase was surprised by the mild
or even somelimes tropical climate in Germany. Compared to
the cold conditions in Northern Alaska, this was something
different. They were quickly told that is not normal for this time
of year but who cares. There was however not much time to be
laid back and enjoy the sunshine as the busy schedule had to
be carried out. Two flights a day, refuelling muitiple E-3A's of
the NATO wing.

25 April 2007 - Joining mission AB5566

We were invited to join mission ABS566 in the moming of 25
April. Expecting to be briefed at 08.00, we arrived a bit earlier at
the base. The briefing was not much special, just a regular
video with safety demonstrations and an instruction how to gel
on and off the aircraft. The KC-135 does have a small step-
ladder coming out of the fuselage, just behind the cockpit
which makes it a bit of a challenge to climb on board with a
large rucksack on,

At about 09.00 we walked over to our KC-135 to meet the crew,
The 59-1461 was wailing for us in the moming sun and soon
we were able to find our place in the aircraft, Space enough,
because besides the crew of three people, there was nobody
else but us. The aircraft itself was completely empty, just the
rollers on the floor to move the cargo around and the benches
on the side of the aircraft. At the back we found the Boom
Operators compariment with three seats, which actually
looked more like beds. You were supposed to lie down on
your belly to be able to look outside of the window. The middie
bed is for the Boom Operator himself, offering the best view in
the house of course and, with some extra luxury, a little pod lo
put his chin on. In front of him are two joysticks to move the
boom around and some swilches to stop or start loading luel,
On either side ol him there was another bad, the one on the
right offering a much broader view than the left one, as there is
an instrument panel in the way. You can, however, still look
outside through the main window in the middie or through the
litle window on the side.

At 10.00, the engines were started and we were invited to join
the crew in the cockpit. Through our headsets we could hear
our captain requesting for taxi and after approval our bird, call
sign Esso75, headed for runway 27. We waited a bit for
Nato08, which we allowed to take off in front of us, as this

Our ride of the day on the ramp. 59-1461 was later dubbed callsign Esso75 for the mission.

(Arnold ten Pas)
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Nato08 is about to hook up with the tanker, E-3A and CT-49
procedures are similar, the only difference is that CT-49s are
nol capable of actually receiving fuel. (Frank Noort)

would be our first receiver. We were cleared for takeoff as
soon as LX-N90451 left in front of us and we climbed out in a
northernly direction. Our refuel track for loday would be the
“Kim Long", situated between Hohn (most northern point) and
Osnabruck (most southern point) at flight level 290. This Kim
Long track, especially reserved for refuelling E-3A aircraft of
NATO and the E-3Ds of the Royal Air Force, is 112 nautical
miles long and sixteen miles wide and covers a large part of
Northern Germany. As you can see on the map, the route cros-
ses the river Elbe twice which clearly can be seen from above,
provided with good weather condilions, something we could
expect for today.

it only took a little while before we reached the track and soon
we were able to overtake our white friend with the dish on top.
Our Boom Operator, TSgt Cane, took us to the back on the

Nato08 approaching the KC-135.
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(Arnold ten Pas)

A less conventional
168th ARS badge
stating: Your Hole is
Our Goal...

aircraft and we took our
position to wait for
things to happen.

Scon we could see the
E-3 approaching slowly
with the receiver hole
open, ready for the
boom. Although the
weather looked nice
and calm, it still was
quite a job for the Sentry
to approach in the right way and to get close enough for our
operator to mount the boom and start loading the 15K (15,000
Pound) for fuel into the receiving plane. The whole operation,
training the pilots the air refuelling process, connecting and
disconnecling several times, took one hour during which we
covered the complete track muitiple times. We have no clue
how many circles we did as we did notice that both aircraft
turned at the end and beginning of the track while refuelling.
Seen from the pictures we took, we passed the Elbe quite a
few times, however.

After an hour, it was time for Nalto08 to leave and we saw
LX-N90451 banking to the left nicely, providing us with a per-
fect opportunity to make some pictures. When the E-3A is
positioned so close 1o the back window, it is quite hard to gel a
full shot of it, and 300 shots of the cockpit only tends to gel
rather boring al a certain moment. We wailed for the moment
of departure to gel the right shot, which worked out rather well.
Half an hour later, Nato06, the LX-N90454 approached us to
have the same routine, This lasted an hour as well and saw
many approaches and disconnections. This is quite an
intensive training for the Boom operator and Sentry pilots,
keeping close radio contact with each other.

When Nato06 left us, it was time for us to return to base. Lan-
ding was smooth and moments later we found ourselves on
Geilenkirchen again, enjoying the lovely weather and the greal
experience of this flight.

We would like to thank all the people from 168th RS,

especially Capt. Kelly Mallard and the Lt Col Keasey from
ANGLO to make this possible
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The KIM LONG track which is used frequently by the ANG
deployments.



Photocall: Adobe Lightroom
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Frank Crébas &
Frank Noort

When you select the “Library” function in the lopbar, then you will be able to select images using the arrow keys and the filmstrip

below. This view is quite useful to pick or to reject photos

Lightroom

The latest addition to the Adobe Photoshop family is
Lightroom. This all-new program is meant to be a one stop
shop for photographers who would like to store, develop and
publish their precious photos. Besides the strong RAW
development module, Lightroom offers various ways to store
and organize files with metadata and makes it possible to add
keywords to your files in a very easy way. This option is great
for the spotters/aircraft photographers amongst us and it
makes it possible to find a desired picture of a specific
airframe with a simple search. In this overview we look at
some of the most relevant features of the application and offer
you a quick guide how to start organizing your files.

Workflow
Adobe Lightroom is a workflow management tool for digital

images. In the old days, when we were still taking shdes, our
workflow would be something like this

- View the returned slide film, hold it against the light

- Decide which ones to mount

- Mount the selected slides, number them and put them in
your storage box

- Add the data like slide number, registrations etc in a dala-
base

- Put the unmounted slides in a shoe box or whatever

- Take the mounted images lo a shop to make (enlarged)
prints of them

Lightroom offers the same functionality, but now for digital
images. It facilitates a workflow to select the images you want
to keep and enhance, store them in a database and export
them to a website, a slideshow or print them

For many of us this is a tool that we have been waiting for. It
makes handling digital images much more efficient because

you will be able to edit and enhance multiple images with only
a few keystrokes which reduces a lot of Photoshop work. Pro-
fessionals claim that Lightroom has reduced their use of
Photoshop by some 80%! Of course there are other similar
photo organising tools like Picasa, Thumbsplus etc available,
but they are missing one important thing: RAW image
handling

RAW Images

If you are a frequent visitor of the photo forum on our website,
you have probably seen lots of discussions on the benefits of
shooting in RAW format. On most professional digtial reflex
cameras you can select the format the way images are stored
This can be compressed and optimized in a JPG formalt, or a
raw stream of data. unformatted and uncompressed. These
RAW images can then be used later using image editing
software like Adobe Photoshop to optimize them as much as
you want

Since the community switched to digital, more and more
photographers switched to RAW because of its benefits
Editing images in Adobe Photoshop is greal, because of the
endless possibilties to enhance your piclures, but it is quile a
time-consuming process. Thanks to Lightroom this process
has improved a lot

It is not possible to edit RAW images as the file is such a
formal, or should we say, without a formal, that data can't be
written to the file. Adobe has found a clever solution for this: All
changes which are made using this program, are stored in a
small file next to the RAW image. Other programs, especially
in the Adobe suite, recognize this way of working as well and
take up the process wherever you left off with Lightroom. This
function makes Lightroom unique, but aiso the other
possibilties are worthwhile to mention as well
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Program structure

At the top bar you will see five menu options: Library, Develop,
Print, Slideshow and Web. We will go deeper into the Library
and Develop menus in this article.

Managing your Library

The library mode in Lightroom gives you the possibility to
organize your pictures using keywords. Once you have a large
amount of pictures stored then the menu options in this
Library mode are quite useful to make selections of the
pictures you want to see. There are several options possible
to make these kind of photo selections from your library which
can be found on the left side of your screen. The possible
selections can be made the following way:

- Through the main library

- Through the "Find"option

- Through the Folders selection

- Through selecting Collections

- Through selecting Keyword Tags

- Through the Metadata Browser
The main library
Through the main library you can selec! all the pictures in your
library but it is also possible to create a quick selection to work
on and view the images.

The Find option

Finding images is a piece of cake using the find option in
Lightroom. It is, however, necessary to be consistent in adding
keywords to your images, to make the find option more
effective.

Folders

You probably have your images already stored in several
folders at this moment. Many people use a folder system on
their computer to store images related lo a certain event in one
folder. Examples are “TLP 2007-02" Or “Schiphol May 2007",
When you import images into Lightroom, it will create the
same structure within the program as you have currently on
your computer

Collections

You can also create selections by specifying multiple
keywords and using the find option. For example, If you want to
create a collection with all your images of the C-130 Hercules
you can use the find button to find them and then drag them to
your Hercules Collection. A collection within Lightroom is just
a selection; the photos are nol copied or moved to another
location on your computer.

Keyword Tags

For people willing to spend some time to organize their
complete database of digital images, this is where the party
starts. Over the last few months we have spoken to many
people and all have a different view on this. Some people do
not bother and think it is a waste of time o add a number of
keywords to each and every photo; others enjoy the benefit of
having a bit of organization in their library. We will look deeper
into this in the “Lightroom Spotters Guide" chapter a bit further
in this article. It is essential to define your keyword strategy
before you begin. It is possible to add keywords for serials,
aircraft type, operator, location el cetera and would be wise 10
define the level of detall and desired structure before you
begin.

To get your images into Lightroom you will need to import
them. This process will be explained later in this article. When
importing your images from the folders of your computer it is
already possible to add keywords to the images. You can also
add keywords later by dragging and dropping keywords to
selections of images, or one by one if you like. The oplions are
endless!

Metadata Browser

Each digital camera stores so called “EXIF" data in the ima-
ges. Dala like shutter speed, aperture values, lens, camera
brand and model, but also time and dala are stored here.
Using the Metadata Browser it is possible to selecl pictures
you made with your 300mm lens, or all pictures from 2005 etc
etc.
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The metadata presel function is ideal to add copyright
information to all your pictures when you import them in
Lightroom. Do not use this to add variable keywords like
location etc. This is best done with the Keywords function

Tip: All the data like keywords and metadata you enter into
Lightroom is stored in the Lightroom database. To enable
other programs to see the keywords and lo import the same
data into Lightroom versions on other computers, make sure
to select the option “write metadata changes to XMP" on. This
can be done in the menu editpreferences/file management.

Lightroom for aircraft

photographers

The Workflow again

Remember the workflow you had when still using film? Your
most effective way of working came from years and years of
experience. Here is a suggestion for a workflow which we
found rather useful when importing, storing and enhancing
pictures with Lightroom. You have to find your own ways of
working of course, and the more you will use the tool, the
faster the process runs. The trick is not to gel distracted and
leave the process, starting doing other things.

We can identify the following steps:

- Importing pictures

- Selection Process

- Editing

- Adding Keywords and quality flags

Importing pictures.

Use File/import Pictures to import your images from a
selected folder. Do not forget to select the images from the
folder you want, standard Windows controls will do the trick for
selection. When importing images you can choose to move
the files to another folder or import them from the current fol-
der. The latter seems to be the best option if you do not want
multiple copies of your files on your hard disk. Do not forget to
make a backup before you begin! There is also the option to
edit standard metadala when importing. In the submenu
“information to apply” you can add copyright information and
your name. You can also add Keywords here, but we suggest
to keep the information limited here as each pholo probably
has its own characteristics. You could add location
information and ICAO code here if that information applies to
all images you are importing. Importing images is a bit of a
slow process. People who use Picasa or Photo Mechanic are
probably used to a faster way of working than this.

Don't forget that Lightroom offers you the possibility to import
scans as well. Metadata will like camera equipment will not
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worthwhile to keep. Of course, all your images are worthwhile
and beautiful but with the high speed cameras we all use and
due to the fact that digital images are for free we tend 1o make
much more pictures than necessary. Lightroom offers some
“views” to enable you to browse through the images and se-
lect or deselect them. Press the “G" key to go to "Grid Mode" or
"N” to "Survey Mode". With the right and left arrow you can
browse through the images and by using the "P” and "X" keys
you can simply flag the images to indicate if you want them in
your library or not. P stands for Pick, X for delete. The X option
does not remove images from your library; it simply adds a
little black flag on your screen

Editing images

When you are done selecting you can use the filter option at
the bottom of your screen to only show the white (“picked”)
flags. These are the images you would have mounted in the
old days and you would like lo keep, You can move the images
with a black flag to another folder if you wish or simply remove
them from your library or even delele them from your computer

Editing images is done in the “Develop” mode. Press D to
enter this mode. Editing images is a bit different from
Photoshop although the same options exist. Best option is to
work your way through the ediling options from top to down
We would be delighted to give more information about editing
images in Lightroom, but then we would fill the complete
edition of this Scramble. As already stated, the great thing
aboul editing in Lightroom is that all the changes will not be
applied to the images themseives but only to an XMP file next
to your image. You can edit anything you like, you can always
revert to the original images. This only applies to RAW
images, which is why this tool is so greatl for people shooting
photos this way.

Adding Keywords and Quality Flags

Adding keywords can only be done in the Library Mode. Type
“G" or “N" and you will the see the add keywords menu on your
right. You can also drag and drop keywords from the existing
keywords panel on the left side of your screen to your pictures.

Before adding keywords for the first time you should consider
your strategy. What kind information do you want to store and
be able to search on? Probably you want to enter the aircraft
type and the operator, like a civil operator or an air force. You
might also want to nole down the squadron or wing or even the
aircraft serial. There are several options to add key words.
You can add them as one string like “J-066 F-16BM 323
Squadron RNLAF Leeuwarden Orange Jumper™ or you can
use commas to enter your keyword in which case it would look
like “J-066, F-16BM, 323 Squadron, RNLAF Leeuwarden,
Orange Jumper™ The latter option will create 5 different
keywords that you want to categorize, the former creates just
one keyword. It does not really matter when using a simple

“find” option, but it allows for more complex search criteria
should you wish so in the future.

When adding keywords to large collections you will see your
keywords list on the left side of your screen growing rapidly. It
is possible to create a Keyword Tag structure. By using
Keywords thal are a child of another keyword you can even
create a complete tree. Like this example:

Air Force
Albanian Air Force
Belgian Air Force
Serials
FA-112
FA-113
Units

1sm

340sm
Canadian Air Force
German Air Force

If you have a large screen with a good resolution, the “grid”
view is ideal. Here you can easily search for pictures or work
on your libarry. As you can see on the left, there are several
ways calegorizing pictures in Lightroom

You can drag and drop keywords to other categories if you like
The downside is that you can only drag one keyword at a time.

if you are adding keywords you can also easily add flags
concerning the quality of the ima-
ges. By simply pressing the 1,2.3.4
or 5 keys you can rate the pictures
with stars. You can also rate the
pictures with color codes. When
finished you can make selections
like: Show me all 3 star pictures or
higher of Swiss Air Force F-18s at
Meiringen. It is some work, but very
much fun to do. Al least that is what
we think

Lightroom is available at
www.adobe com/lightroom

Another way of organising
keywords is to use subcategories.
Here you see the example using
the main calegory “Air Force”
divided with serials and unils.
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An AS532AL Cougar is hovering over the Slovenian Alps.
Brnlk based 15.HEB operates four of these helicopters.

Amold (EIERAS S/ Iuroen ISt Plans exist fo acquire a fifth example. (Arnold ten Pas)
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History

On 28 June 1991, Major Joe Kalan and Senior Master
Sergeant Bogomir Stupar managed to escape the Yugoslav
Peoples Army (YPA) with an SA341 Gazelle and fled to
Slovenia. It would mark the beginning of a new European Air
Force when the 15th Air Force Brigade (15 AFB) was
established in July 1992, the Gazelle being the first asset.
Besides the Gazelle, the 15 AFB used three Bell 412s and an
A109 which was sold in 1995. Although no less than 21 pilots
were in service at that time, Slovenia was having difficulties
acquiring more aircraft as embargos were still in place. It is
the only former Yugoslavian country which has not inherited
any former Yugoslav Air Force aircraft.

As soon as the embargos were lifted more helicopters were
acquired. During the nineties, five Bell 412s were delivered,
which were mainly used for transport and civil protection. The
15 AFB was further upgraded by the procurement of four
AS532AL Cougar multi-purpose transport helicopters, which
the unit introduced into operalional use in spring 2003 and
2004, In November 2004, the 15th Air Force Brigade was
reorganised into the 15th Helicopter Brigade and
subordinated to the Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF) Force
Command. Another name-change look place recently when
the unit was dubbed 15th Helicopter Battalion or 15.HEB.

Structure & Tasks

15th_Helicopter Battalion

Situated 45 kilometres north of Ljubljana
is the International Airport Brnik. The 15th
Helicopter Battalion (15.HEB) is based at
the military part of this airport, which is
maintained by the Combal Service
Support Command of the Slovenian
Armed Forces.

The Helicopter Battalion is used to provide
support for combat operations and is also tasked with Search
and Rescue mission. Currently, the unit is active in Kosovo
and participated in SFOR until 2003. The Battalion will reach

full operational capability by 2014. Currently, the unit consists
of two Bell 412 flights, an AS532AL flight and an aviation
technical unit. Furthermore, a single L-410 and two PC-6s are
used for transport and liaison duties.

Basic tasks of the battalion are the provision of air support to
SAF units, training of pilots and technicians, SAR and
participation in the protection, rescue & relief system and
carrying out lasks in co-operation with and for the
requirements of other SAF units. 15.HEB closely co-operates
with the Slovenian Mountaineering Association, which it
assists by supplying mountain huts and transporting
mountaineers. The Battalion also supports the Mountain
Rescue Service by participating in searching and rescuing
injured people in the mountains, as it is capable to quickly
access difficult, yet passable Slovenian Alps situated in the
Northern part of the country.

Over the last years the unil has gained international
experience by joining Partnership for Peace (PP exercises,
conducting unit exchanges and participating in international
operations. Besides that, the Brigade has hosted a few
exchange pilots from NATO countries.

Air Force School — Gradus ad Pamassum

The Air Base in Cerklje ob Krki is home to the Letalska Sola
Slovenske Vojske (LETS) or Slovenian
Air Force School (AFS), which s,
strangely enough, not subordinated to
the Force Command, but to the Doctrine,
Development, Education and Training
Command. Once a Yugoslavian |et-
base, it had to be rebuilt from scratch as
almost all infrastructures had been
demolished by its former occupants, The
planning, projecting and building of permanent military
installations at this airport are carried out in line with NATO
standards. Focus of development of military airport
infrastructure is at Cerklje ob Krki, which obtains and retains
the status of military airport.

Of the eight Bell 4 12s currently in service, four were upgraded and recelved a weather radar. The radar on this H2-31 from15.HEB

is clearly visible on the nose of the aircrafl.

(Over Slovenia, Armold ten Pas)
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Helicopler lraining is done at the Air Force School with three Bell 206 helicopters. All three helicopters wear civil registrations but
are owned by the Slovenian Forces. This S5-HKM wears the name ‘Kralj Matiaz'. Like the other two Bell 206s, legendary names
are worn by this type. Krall Matiaz is the Slovenian name for King Matthias, the Bohemian King from 1469 to 1490.

Currently, capabilities for daytime, night-time and various
weather conditions are being established (light equipment for
manoeuvring surfaces, installation of ILS). Plans exist to
increase the size and number of ramps and to upgrade the
taxiways al the base as from 2015 the SAF plans to operate jet
aircraft again,

The Flying School is responsible for training pilots and other
specialised aviation personnel. The development of the
school, while maintaining internationally recognised status
under joint aviation regulations, will be directed towards the
formation of a national aviation school responsible for training
professional pilots and aviation technicians for the needs of
the state bodies of Slovenia and, under special decision, the

The cradle of Slovenian military aviation

(Cerklje ob Krki, Arnold ten Pas)
national air carmer; Adria.

The school consists of: two squadrons of PC-8M training
combal planes; two squadrons of Ziin242L and Zlin143L
training aircraft, a squadron of Bell 206 training helicopters, a
parachute training squadron and a Technical school.

Students, which are usually graduates of the University of
Ljubljana, start their basic flying training with 50 hours on the
22421 and Z143L (the latter is mainly used for IFR training).
After completing this phase, students are selected for either
fixed wing or helicopter training. The helicopter training
consists of 150 hours on the Bell 206 of which the AFS
currently owns three. After that, final type training is conducted
on the Bell 412 (45 hours) and AS532AL. Training on the
AS523AL is being done in France as the
SAF currently has not enough Cougars
available for training. After completion of the
training, pilots will be transferred to the
15.HEB at Brnik.

When a student is selected for fixed wing
training, it is transferred to the PC-9 and has
to finish three phases: Advanced | (125
hours), Advanced Il (90 hours) and
postgraduate (90 hours). During the latter
pilots are ftrained to conduct air-ground
operations including (simulated)
Sidewinder use. Upon completing the final
course pilots will become Flight Instructor
(F1), Class Flight Instructor (CFl), Type
Rating Instructor (TRI) or will leave the SAF
becoming civil airline pilots. Frustrating in
this case is the fact that no contractual
agreements are made with students about
the length of their stay in the Slovenian
Forces.

Future
Although the airborne part of the SAF only

This Gazelle, S5-HAA, is the helicopter that was used by Major Joe Kalan to fly to  ©%iSts for fifteen years, it has adapted itself

Slovenia on 28 June 1991. Nowadays il is preserved at Brnik a:r;:on. i) another restructuring 1 due in 2007 when

constantly to the changing world. In this light

the Air Force School and the 15th Helicopter
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Battalion will be subordinated to a single command making
logistics easier, and reduce staff. Following the decision to
operale jet aircraft from 2015 again, major restructuring will
take place at Cerklje ob Krki. In the meanwhile the inventory of
helicopters will increase by acquiring two new Bell 206
(delivery due in 2007 and 2008) and an extra AS532AL.
Although no formal decision has been made, the SAF is
evaluating its fransport capabilities and has shown interest in
the C-27J.

Current Inventory

AS532AL

Four newly built Cougars were delivered to the 15.HEB in
2003. Plans exist to order a new example.

H3-71 AS523AL  15.HEB 2580may07
H3-72 AS523AL  15.HEB 2585 julo5
H3-73 AS523AL  15.HEB 2597may07
H3-74 ASS523AL  15.HEB 2598may07
Bell 206

Three Bell 206s are operated. The helicopters carry civil
registrations but all wear roundels. All three helicopters carry
the names of mythical figures

S5-HKM Bell 206B-3 LETS 4311 may07
'Kralj Matiaz’

S5-HPK Bell 206B-3 LETS 4403 may07
‘Peter Klepec’

S5-HZJ Bell 206B-3 LETS 4313may07
‘Zeleni Jurii’

Bell 412

Three second-hand Bell 412s were acquired in 1992,
followed by five additional factory fresh helicopters in 1995. Of
the eight helicopters currently in service, four were upgraded
with Advanced Combat Direction System (ACDS), 7.62mm
guns, IFR equipment, Night Vision Goggles (NVG) and
weather radar.

H2-31 Bell 412SP 15.HEB 33190may07
H2-32 Bell 412HP 15.HEB 36042 oct06
H2-33 Bell 412HP 15.HEB 36047 apr05
H2-34 Bell 412EP 15.HEB 36092may07
H2-35 Bell 412EP 15.HEB 36093may07
H2-36 Bell 412EP 15.HEB 36102 oclt06

H2-37 Bell 412EP 15.HEB 36103may07
H2-38 Bell 412EP 15HEB 26104mayQ7
L-410UVP

A single L-410UVP is operated.

L4-01 L-410UVP-E 15.HEB 912606 may07
PC-6

Two PC-6s are used for liaison flights and parachute drops.
Both were delivered in 1998,

L6-02 PC-6/B2-H4 15.HEB 925may07
LE-03 PC-6/B2-H4 15.HEB 926may07
PC-9

Three PC-9s were delivered in 1995 of which one was lost
shortly afier delivery. From 1998 onwards, nine more capable
PC-9Ms were delivered.

L9-51 PC-9 LETS 180 jun03
L9-52 PC-9 w/o 03mar03 181

L9-53 PC-9 LETS 182may07
L9-61 PC-9M LETS 634 may07
L9-62 PC-9M LETS 635may07
L9-63 PC-9M LETS 636 may07
L9-64 PC-9M LETS 637 may07
L9-65 PC-9M LETS 638 may07
L9-66 PC-9M LETS 639 may07
L9-67 PC-9M LETS 640 may07
L9-68 PC-9M LETS 641 may07
L9-69 PC-9M LETS 642 jun05
2143

S$5-DGH Z143L LETS 0008 may07
S5-DGI Z143L LETS 0010 jun03
2242

All Zlins came directly from the factory and were delivered in
1984 and 1996.

S5-DEJ Z242L LETS 0665 apr(5
S5-DEK 22421 LETS 0666may07
S5-DEL 72421 LETS 0667 apr05
S5-0GC Z242L LETS 0704may07
S5-DGD 22421 LETS 0705may07
S5-DGE 22421 LETS 0706may07
S$5-DGF Z242L LETS 0707may07
S5-DGG 22421 LETS 0708may07

During our visit to Slovenia we were lucky enough to fly on a 15.HEB mission. We started the mission in this AS532AL Cougar and
ended the mission in a Bell 412. During the last part of this flight we were able to capture this H3-74 overflying the beautiful

landscape of Triglavski Narodni Park, the famous Slovenian national park

(Arnold ten Pas)
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The Royal Jordanian Air Force has received new Sikorsky S-70As. The out of sequence registration SO-3002 is
most likely used by the Royal Flight. (Amman, May 2007, John Berends)

The Swedish SIGINT division of the F17M at Malmen flies the S102B Korpen. This specially modified Gulfstream
is photographed touching down at Basel-Mulhouse in a new and fresh style of a toned-down colour scheme.
(Basel-Mulhouse, 21 May 2007, joel Vogt)
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Still flying with its French testregistration (F-ZKCB), Super Puma 716 destined for the Royal Saudi Naval Forces
did some life firing trials at the Pampa range in the northern part of Belgium. Frank van de Waardenburg took
the opportunity to photograph this rare bird. (Pampa range, 31 May 2007)
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The B757 is the theme of this month's back cover. The first is this EC which has been Jn ”Gﬂﬂﬂlrif
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The second B757 is also a Spaniard, although it has been flying with the Icelandic registration TF-LLZ. It is now
flying in full colours for Gir Jet since last March. (Amsterdam, 26 May 2007, Cees van der Bent)





